
September/Syyskuu 2019

Finnish Family Funday Sunday!
September 15, 2–4 p.m.
Note the special day and time!

FACA is opening this season with a program on Sunday, September 15, 2–4 p.m., at the International Institute,
1694 Como Avenue, St. Paul. We’ve changed the date and time to allow people to attend FinnFest USA 2019
September 19–22 in Detroit, Mich., and not miss the September FACA program.

FAMILIES! Bring your kids, your grandkids, nieces, nephews! Please join us for a FUN-FILLED afternoon 
of good food, good company, a few laughs, and exciting games that will test your Finnish trivia and translation
knowledge, throwing skills, and just plain “dumb luck.” Several prizes will be awarded! Games for all ages! 

We will enjoy a picnic-type lunch provided by the FACA board. There will be plenty of time to socialize, 
get reacquainted with friends, and especially meet some new Finnish-loving friends. “What did YOU do over 
last summer?”

As usual, a brief FACA membership meeting will take place beforehand. We will confirm and welcome our 
two new FACA board member volunteers, Joanne Bergman and Cristina Youngren.

Please come for a Finnish Family Funday kick-off to the 2019–2020 FACA program season! (You won’t want 
to admit later to being one of the few who missed it!)

FACA Event Cancellation Policy

If St. Paul public schools are canceled due to bad weather, then a FACA event scheduled for that day will also be
canceled. FACA members may contact any board member if they have a question.

Finnish Family Funday
Picnic lunch provided

Sunday, Sept. 15, 2–4 p.m.
International Institute 

of Minnesota 
1694 Como Ave., St. Paul
(across from the Fairgrounds).

Program in Brief
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President’s Message 
By Pam Rahkola

We’ll see you at the Finnish Family Funday Sunday
program on September 15, 2–4 p.m. at the International
Institute! Because of the conflict between our regular
third Friday schedule and Detroit’s FinnFest, the day 
and time for the September kick-off program differs 
from the usual. It should be a fun-filled afternoon.

This past year FACA donated $500 toward Salolampi scholarships for one- 
and two-week villagers this summer. Kathy Jackson again reviewed the many
applications/essays from FACA member relations and made the difficult award
decisions. Two-week villagers Jaclyn and Amelia Wiitanen each received a
$200 scholarship from FACA. An additional special award was given to Bill
Besonen, who submitted an outstanding essay and volunteered in the Finnish
Café at the Festival of Nations for the last few years. He received $100 from
FACA, plus an additional $200 donated by an anonymous FACA donor. Bill’s
grandparents have been long-time FACA members. Kathy also completed
paperwork for many of the Salolampi Foundation Partner in Scholarship grants.

The International Institute plans to begin remodeling sometime in 2020. FACA
may need another location to hold our spring programs. Please contact any of
the board members with suggested locations that wouldn’t be too costly to rent.
We’d especially be interested in a location that has a grand piano to use in 
a possible future program.

Salolampi Phonathon September 30, October 1–2

What can attending Salolampi lead to? Marriages, prom partners, travel to and
educational opportunities in Finland, Finnish conversations with grandparents,
life-long friendship, etc. These experiences are made possible through the
awarding of scholarships to attend the Salolampi Finnish Language Village 
in Bemidji. Salolampi is part of Concordia Language Villages, a program of
Concordia College in Moorhead, Minn. 

Salolampi tuition would not be affordable for many, but every student receives
an automatic scholarship. Additional money is available to lower tuition—up 
to 30 percent for early-bird registrations.

These scholarships are available through your generosity. Our annual
fundraiser, the Salolampi Phonathon Scholarship Appeal, will take place on
Monday, September 30, Tuesday, October 1 and Wednesday, October 2. We 
will be calling you from the InFaith Community Foundation phones (ID—
InFaith Comm Foundation) in Minneapolis and from volunteers’ home 
phones. Please accept these calls and know that THEY are not robo calls.

We invite you to volunteer to call and/or donate generously. The mailing
address is Salolampi Scholarship Fund, PO Box 14480, Minneapolis, MN
55414-0480. Donations also are accepted through PayPal at salolampi.org.
Contact Linda Warpula Davis by phone or email (763-420-3237,
ldavismn@yahoo.com).

Kiitos paljon.
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Finnish Solo Piano Music Recording

Gail Olszewski’s long-awaited piano recording,
Northern Lights: Finnish Favorites, is finally available.

The origin of this CD dates back to the early 1990s when
a friend loaned Gail “a ton” of Finnish solo piano music
upon his return from Finland. 

Gail said, “The only composer I had previously heard of
was Jean Sibelius; the others were a total mystery. When
I played through the music, it really spoke to me.”

With a grant from Finlandia Foundation, along with
contributions from GoFundMe, she reached her 
$10,000 goal to record the piano pieces in August 2018.

The album contains solo piano pieces by Finnish
composers Jean Sibelius, Oskar Merikanto, Selim
Palmgren, Ilmari Hannikainen, Erkki Melartin, Leevi
Madetoja and Heino Kaski. 

She recorded the music on an 1877 Blüthner grand piano
from The Frederick Collection at the Ashburnham
Community Church in Ashburnham, Mass., an excellent
acoustical space that makes music and instruments come
alive. She wanted to combine good music not often
heard by performing it on an instrument of the period so
listeners would get an idea of the piano’s sound familiar
to the composer.

Gail will personally be at our September 15 “Finnish
Family Funday Sunday” program with copies of her
recently released CD recording for sale. Or it can be
purchased on her website http://www.gailopiano.com.

Community Night Out in Embarrass
Marlin Bjornrud, Sisu Heritage, Inc.

Sisu Heritage, Inc. of Embarrass will host a Community
Night Out on Sunday, September 8, from 4–7 p.m. The
event will take place at the Seitaniemi Homestead on
Comet Road in Embarrass. This is the site of the
Seitaniemi Finnish housebarn. The evening will include
live music by Pat Surface. Chili, corn bread and pie will
be available for purchase. Bring a lawn chair and enjoy
the outdoor concert. Be sure to walk through the restored
log housebarn.

For information, call 218-984-3402 or go to
http://sisuheritage.org/.

Velma Doby, Finnish American History
and FACA Pioneer
by Marianne Wargelin with Dennis Halme

Velma Marie Hakkila was
born February 16, 1923, in
Brule, Wis,; she died July 9,
2019, in Minneapolis. Her
memorial will take place
in the Brule, Wis. Town
Hall on September 28, 
11 a.m.–6 p.m.

Velma Doby received the
FACA Sauna Bucket
award in 1985. She was one of the early awardees who
led the transformation of Chapter 23 of the Minnesota
Finnish American Historical Society (MFAHS), founded
in St. Paul (1949), into the Finnish American Cultural
Association, Inc. (FACA) in 1983. Other names on the
bucket from that time are Robert and Natalie Gallagher,
Don and Lois Nelson, Ted and Evelyn Lucas, Ahvo
Taipale, Martha Lindgren and Marlene Banttari. Their
copper nameplates speak silently about those early days.
Velma’s recent death creates a reason to review that time. 

In the early 1980s, Friday evening meetings at the
International Institute reflected a fierce struggle 
between MFAHS and its Twin Cities chapter. The
chapter disbanded and formed a new corporation in
1983. Reflecting its new mission, that same year the
group provided leadership for the first FinnFest USA.
Velma became the FinnFest USA’s first secretary. 

Velma was one of the leaders of the Minnesota Finnish
American family history project and coauthored the
Handbook for Doing Finnish American Family History,
a book based on materials originally compiled by herself
and others.

Quiet but determined, Velma showed that individual
stories, photo collections, letters, and diaries captured
the lifeblood of the immigrant and ethnic experience.
Housed in the University of Minnesota’s Immigration
History Research Center Finnish collections, the project
represents the deepest and richest collection of Finnish
American family history anywhere.

Velma returned to her native Brule area in 1988,
building a small home with sauna. During these years,
she wrote Brule community history and studies on each 
of her parents. 
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May Board Notes By Teresa Tjepkes
The May 15, 2019. FACA board meeting was called to
order by Pam Rahkola at 5:30 p.m. at the Wilder Center 
in St. Paul. Also present: Janie Ahola, Kathy Jorgensen,
Marlene Moreno, Teresa Tjepkes and Urho Rahkola. 
The April meeting minutes and treasurer’s report were
approved. Janie wil continue as treasurer through the
summer. The board discussed the September program and
the need to find two new board members. The Festival of
Nations was discussed. Future festival participation will be
discussed in a special June meeting. The meeting adjourned
at 7:45 p.m. 

June Board Notes By Urho Rahkola
The FACA board meeting of June 12, 2019, began at 
5:15 p.m. at the Wilder Center, Room 2420, with Pam
Rahkola, Kathy Jorgensen, Louise Morgan, Marlene
Moreno, Janie Ahola and Urho Rahkola present. The May
minutes were approved. Urho will take minutes for the June
meeting. Treasurer’s report was accepted. Janie will meet
with Judy Mikkola to do an audit within the next month.

Board member positions were approved. Pam continues 
as president, Kathy as vice president and program chair,
and Marlene as hospitality chair. Louise will become
treasurer. Optimism reigns regarding filling secretary 
and communication positions. 

Pam and Kathy will join planning for the Joulu December 14
event. Some discussion followed regarding location and
date of the September program and possibly skipping the
January program. Festival of Nations discussion followed.
Discussed were four possibilities for the Finnish café, café
concerns and cultural booth management. The next board
meetings are scheduled for August 12 and September 9
from 5:30–7:30 p.m. at Wilder.

August Board Notes By Urho Rahkola
On Monday, August 12, 2019, the FACA board meeting
opened at 5:30 p.m. with Pam Rahkola, Kathy Jorgensen,
Marlene Moreno, Louise Morgan, Cristina Youngren and
Urho Rahkola (secretary pro-tem) present. The meeting
minutes from the June 12 board meeting were reviewed 
and approved. The annual FACA audit for the treasury has
been completed by Judy Mikkola. There was no update to
the archiving activity.

Marlene would like to revise the way hospitality people 
are recruited.

Due to schedules, future board meetings will generally 
take place on Mondays beginning at 6 p.m.

Kathy announced future programs, including Anni Putikka
and Arlene Tucker in October, Mark Munger in November,
Elaine Kumpula in January and the Laskiainen celebration
in February.

Pam provided an update about FACA responsibilities (gym
setup, cleanup and food) for the Joulu event, December 14. 

Discussion ensued about the September 15 Family Funday
Sunday. Board members are to follow up on game ideas
and have them ready for final approval at the Monday,
September 9, board meeting at the Wilder Center. Plans 
are for about 100 people. Interested members will meet to
discuss the FACA Facebook page with Ralph and Jaana
Tuttila after the regular board meeting in September. The
meeting adjourned at about 7:45 p.m.

Survey Preliminary Results—Thanks!
By Kathy Jorgensen

Thank you for the great response; 62 surveys were turned
in. The purpose was to get your input on how to ensure
FACA continues to thrive, meets members’ and community
needs, and remains self-sustaining into the future.

Attendance—About 45 percent are generally able to attend
the third Friday 7 p.m. monthly programs. 20 percent say
they can attend sometimes, but 35 percent note that they 
are generally not able to attend. We need to look at why. 

Best days—Most popular times are Friday, 7 p.m. (22 percent)
and Sunday, 2 p.m. (16 percent), so the preference for
Fridays was not overwhelming. We will consider holding 
a few programs a year on alternate days (possibly Sunday
afternoons). Worst times are Sunday 7 p.m., and Tuesday
and Wednesday evenings (not a decisive vote).

Eliminate one regular monthly program—We asked
which month would be preferred. More than 50 percent
voted for January; next was May (17 percent). The purpose
would be to reduce cost for the organization and time and
effort demanded from volunteers to put on the programs. 
A break from the monthly schedule would also enable
people to attend other Finnish events, and miss the fun 
of a bit of winter driving!

As for what types of programs are most interesting and
appealing, the votes were all over the board. Most people
seemed to like a variety.

We received great comments that gave us food for thought
about what is important to you and what changes to consider.
Repeatedly, people recommended drawing younger
members. More interactive programming was recommended,
as opposed to lecturer/performance format, for broader
interest and involvement. We welcome your suggestions
about what would appeal to families and younger folks. 

The board will continue to look at what we learned from
the surveys, and we’ll report on any new plans. Again,
thanks for all your valuable input! Any time you have 
input on FACA, do not hesitate to pass it along to a board
member. It really helps.
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Festival of Nations Participation Meeting
By Pam Rahkola

A group of 14 FACA members met on Wednesday, 
June 12, at the Wilder Center for an important discussion
concerning FACA’s participation in next year’s Festival
of Nations, April 30–May 3, 2020.

We truly have appreciated and sincerely thank Kathryn
Branson for managing the Finnish Café for the past 
six years, but managing the café has become too
overwhelming for a single person to handle.

The group decided that FACA will manage the café 
by a committee consisting of volunteer teams, each
responsible for a particular day/time-period or set-up 
and take-down of the booth, so that no one would need
to be there for the entire run of the festival. As usual,
many additional volunteers will still be needed to help
staff the café.

So far, the volunteer café teams include Junelle Bernard,
Kathy and John Jorgensen, Louise and Kevin Morgan,
and Pam and Urho Rahkola. Please feel free to contact
any of the FACA board members to volunteer and/or
offer suggestions.

FACA also needs people to create and staff next year’s
Cultural Booth. 

2019 Leif Eriksson International Festival
(LEIF) Celebrates Nordic Heritage

Celebrate Nordic heritage at the 32nd annual Leif Eriksson
International Festival (LEIF), from September 22–
October 15. The goal of LEIF is to build “a cultural bridge
between today’s Nordic countries and the United States.” 

The festival is planned by representatives from Danish,
Finnish, Icelandic, Norwegian, Saami and Swedish
organizations. Gil Kinnunen is the representative from
FACA. Most of the events and activities are hosted by
Mindekirken Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church, 
924 East Street, Minneapolis. Several events take place 
at other Twin Cities area locations. 

WORSHIP SERVICES
• Sundays, September 22, 29 and October 6, 13, 11 a.m.,

followed by kirkekaffe at noon, Mindekirken.

CONCERTS
• Hakuna Matata African Children’s Choir Concert—

Sunday, September 22, 1:30 p.m., Mindekirken.
• Magic Landscape Concert—Tuesday, September 24,

noon, Mindekirken. Featuring songs by composers from
Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden. 

• Edvard Grieg Society Piano Concert—Saturday,
September 28, 1:30 p.m.; Mindekirken

• Danish Jazz Violin and Guitar Concert—Tuesday,
October 15, 11 a.m., 7 p.m.; Mindekirken. 

BUS TOURS
• Gammelgården Immigrant Heritage Museum,
Scandia—Friday, October 4, 8 a.m.–3 p.m.; bus departs
and returns to Mindekirken 

• Leif Eriksson Statue and Minnesota State Capitol, St.
Paul—Wednesday, October 9, 1–4:15 p.m.; bus departs
and returns to Danebo Danish Center, 3030 West River
Parkway, Minneapolis.

LUNCHEONS AND DINNERS
• Fall Rømmegrot Luncheon—Saturday, September 28,

noon; Mindekirken 
• Norwegian Glee Club Lutefisk Dinner—Saturday,

October 5, seatings at 2, 4 and 6 p.m.; Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd, Minneapolis.

• Icelandic Leifur Eiríksson Cod Dinner—Saturday,
October 12, 5:30 p.m.; Bloomington Event Center. 

For more detailed information about the LEIF events
(including costs and registration), please go to the festival
website at leifmn.org. Printed festival brochures also will
be available at the next FACA meeting on September 15.

FACA Membership
A one-year membership for $25 provides you with
eight issues of this newsletter, plus other benefits. To
subscribe or renew, complete this form and mail with
your check to FACA, P.O. Box 580708, Minneapolis,
MN 55458-0708. (Check your email message for a
membership expiration warning or your mailing label
for an expiration date.)

Name ______________________________________

Email ______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________

Phone ______________________________________

I prefer to receive my FACA Uutiset (please check one)

q electronic copy via email q paper copy via mail

q both. [Note: choosing the email copy saves FACA both
printing costs and postage.]
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Thank you, Festival of Nations Volunteers

Cultural Booth (Pam Rahkola)
The theme for this year’s Festival of Nations cultural
booths was World Festivals and Celebrations. We
highlighted several Finnish festivals in our booth:
Nimipäivä (name day), Pikku joulu (little Christmas) 
and Kauneimmat joululaulut (the Most Beautiful 
Christmas songs), Itsenäisyyspäivä (Independence Day),
Laskiainen (sliding festival), Juhannus (midsummer), 
and Ylioppilasjuhla (graduation celebration).

Thanks to everyone who helped put together and staff this
year’s display. The design committee consisted of Janie
Ahola, Marlene Moreno, and Pam and Urho Rahkola, who
along with Gil Kinnunen helped put the booth together and
worked several shifts to staff it. Thanks, snowflake makers.
Each snowflake turned out as unique and beautiful as its
creator: Kendra Kauppi, Judy Mikkola, Bernice Kuure,
Linda Davis and Edith Boos.

Dan Salin (with a little help from Delores) assembled all
the delightful little pipe-cleaner figures that populated our
snowy Laskiainen sliding hill; they also helped with the
take-down on Sunday. Donations from Marlene Banttari
and Liisa Ojala added to the displays. Thanks to Kathy
Jackson who volunteered for many shifts and whose advice
was invaluable. Additional shift workers included Ruth
Erkkila, Dawn Kinnunen, Susan Makela and Louise
Morgan. (I hope I haven’t forgotten to mention anyone 
and sincerely apologize if I have.)

Check out this year’s FON Café and Cultural Booth photos,
provided by Kathy and John Jorgensen at
https://kjjorgensen.smugmug.com/Suomi-Finland/FACA-
Programs-2017-2018/May-2019-Festival-of-Nations-Finnish-
Cafe-and-Cultural-Booth/

FYI: The Taiwanese Cultural Exhibit was voted the 2019
winner of the Festival Certificate of Excellence.

Finnish Café (Kathryn Hill-Branson, 
Finnish Café Coordinator)
Thank you to the Finnish Café volunteers! Your hard work
and dedication are truly appreciated. We sold almost all of
what we baked on Baking Day. It was fast and furious!
There were about 20,000 students on Thursday and Friday.
On Saturday and Sunday (general public), it seemed like
we never got a break from cutting strawberries, whipping
cream and frosting lemon cookies. Pickled herring and
sausage containing reindeer meat sold very well. People are
always curious about where the meat comes from (shipped
from Alaska)! I hope you have recovered from those long
and fast days and are enjoying the summer! 

Thanks to these volunteers: Janie Ahola, Dennis Anderson,
Joanne Bergman, Melodee Bahr, Stacy and William
Besonen, Junelle Bernard, Edith Boos, Linda Davis,

Bonnie and Doug Devorak, Ruth Erkkila, Mike Fredrikson,
Richard Harju, Wendi Hartig, Burt Hill, Kathy and John
Jorgensen, Kendra Kauppi, Jeanne Moe, Irmeli and Elli
Moran, Marlene Moreno, Louise and Kevin Morgan, Seija
Rahkola, Bernice Kuure, Anna Kuure-Kinsey, Linda
Mehle-School, Emma Mulhern, Jane and Keith Olson,
Anna Pierce, Bernice Tenquist, Teresa Tjepkes, Brendon
Tully and Cristina Youngren.

Bart Sutter: Those Finnish Folk and
Poems from Nordic Life
By Louise Morgan

Bart Sutter, the first poet laureate from Duluth, honored us
by reading several of the poems from his most recent book,
Nordic Accordion: Poems in a Scandinavian Mood. He has
read his work to a wide variety of audiences, from the
public library in Bovey, to the City University of New
York, from the American Swedish Institute in Minneapolis
to Pittsburgh’s International Poetry Forum, and now FACA.
What a treat for our last meeting of the spring. 

Bart started off the evening by saying that his DNA tests as
one-eighth Finn. He confided that this was his first chance
to read these poems in front of group of Finnish Americans.
To prepare for this, he ate a meal of reindeer and potato
quiche at the Finnish Bistro. After listening to his poems, 
I personally think he must be at least 50 percent Finn!

His poems are a tribute to the Nordic immigrants, talking
about their hardships and ability to survive in a land that
was not very easy to tame. They maintained their culture
and peculiar ways. He talked about the old Finn Hall in
Virginia, the “old country” (remember when we called
Finland the “old country”?) and his grandmother (her 
secret to living: “just keep breathing”).

A very enjoyable evening! A special thank you to Bart 
for sharing his poems with us.

Tervetuloa!
Welcome, new FACA members!

Troy Couillard, Maple Grove
Ernest Hendrick Mattila, Moundsview

Conversational Finnish Class
Tuesdays, (NEW TIME) 12:30–2 p.m.

St. Anthony Library
Corner of Como and Carter Avenue

St. Paul
Everyone is welcome.

For more information, please call
Urho Rahkola at 651-429-3319.
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Sept. 7. First day of school at Minnesotan Suomi-koulu,
Finnish Language School of Minnesota. Every first and
third Saturday, 10–noon in the education wing of the
beautiful Christ Church Lutheran (designed by Eliel and
Eero Saarinen), 3244 34th Avenue South, Minneapolis.
Everyone with a Finnish heritage or an interest in the
Finnish language and culture is welcome to attend. We
have classes for all ages, from babies to adults, and for
different levels of Finnish language skills. Tervetuloa!
https://www.facebook.com/suomikouluMN/

Sept. 7–13: Fall Adult Week at the Finnish Language
Village. The Finn Hall trio will be sharing their music
and dance instruction this fall. For more detailed
information: see website
http://www.ConcordiaLanguageVillages.org, or call 
1-800-222-4750, or email clv@cord.edu.

Sept. 8. Community Night Out in Embarrass.At the
Seitaniemi Homestead on Comet Rd. in Embarrass, 
4–7 p.m. See page 3.

Sept. 10. Oppitunti resumes after summer hiatus. 
St. Anthony Park Library, intersection of Como 
and Carter Aves., St. Paul. 12:30–2 p.m.

Sept. 14. Finnish Genealogy Group of Minnesota.
Sharing of summer activities and annual member award
presentation. Plymouth Lutheran Church, 11015 Old
County Road 15, Plymouth, 9:30 a.m. 

Sept. 15. FACA program: Funday Sunday, lunch and
play. International Institute of Minnesota, 1694 Como
Ave., St. Paul (across from the Fairgrounds.), 2 p.m.
Visitors welcome! 

Sept. 15. Kardemimmit with Lynn O’Brien. Cedar
Cultural Center, 416 Cedar Avenue South, Minneapolis.
(Doors open at 7 p.m.) $15 Advance/$18 Day of Show.
Kardemimmit is a band of four awesome women playing
the Finnish national instrument, the kantele. The band’s
name is a play on words. Kardemumma is a spice that
Finnish people use a lot in their sweet baking. Mimmit
is a word for girls who have a bold nature. That means
Kardemimmit is actually the Finnish Ethno Spice Girls.
https://www.thecedar.org/listing-
2/2019/9/15/kardemimmit-with-special-guest

Sept. 19–23. FinnFest USA 2019. Information and
registration: https://finnfest.us / See page 8 also.

Sept. 30, Oct. 1, Oct. 2. Salolampi Phonathon.Annual
appeal to support scholarships to help children attend 
the Finnish Language Camp. Please answer your phone
and give generously. See page 2 also.

Sept. 29. Finnish comedian ISMO. House of Comedy,
Mall of America, 7 p.m. ISMO made his U.S. debut in
2014 at the Laugh Factory in Hollywood where he won
the title of “The Funniest Person in the World.” The
ultimate observer, ISMO is able to make people see
familiar things anew through his unique perspective.

September 2019 Calendar Tickets from $20–$55.40.
https://moa.houseofcomedy.net/attraction/ismo-special-
presentation/

Oct. 5. Cokato Fall Festival. This annual festival will be
celebrated at Temperance Corner, three miles north of
Cokato on Co. Rd. 3, 10 a.m.–2 p.m., with the program 
at noon. Susan Rydberg, our main speaker, will share her
genealogy research on her grandfather William Arthur
Eliason and the Eliason-Kostamo family. The research
dates back to the 1500s in Finland. The program will
include Salolampi scholarship winners Orrin Barberg 
and William Besonen. The buildings will be open for
tour, and there will be a tori at the school house. Prizes
are two $50 awards, wooden sauna pail, CFAHS t-shirt
and a photo from Susan Rydberg.

Nov. 26. Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast.
Join us on at the DoubleTree by Hilton, located at 
7800 Normandale Blvd. in Bloomington, Minn. Seating
begins at 6:30 a.m., and the program commences at 
7 a.m. Diners are encouraged to wear Nordic sweaters
and national costumes.

Tuesdays. Finnish Conversation Group. St. Anthony
Park Library, Como and Carter Avenues, St. Paul.
12:30–2 p.m. Begins September 10. More information:
Urho Rahkola, 651-429-3319.

Thursdays. Kisarit Finnish American Folk Dancers.
St. Sahag Armenian Church, 203 N. Howell St., 
St. Paul. 7 p.m. The group does not meet during holidays.
New members welcome. More information: Dan Salin,
763-544-1441.

Fridays. Keskustelutunti. Finnish Conversation Group.
Bordertown Coffee, 315 16th Ave. SE, Minneapolis, 
12 noon.

In Memoriam

Raymond Pesola, Anoka,
passed away at age 87. 
Ray was born in Ironwood,
Mich. and graduated from
Michigan Tech with a
degree in electrical
engineering. He was a 
long-time employee of
Honeywell in the
Aerospace Division. He
was a regular volunteer for
FACA for many years, and had a lot to offer. He is survived
by his wife Carol of 64 years; children Scott, Sherry (John)
DeOtis and Troy (Lori); 11 grandchildren; 19 great
grandchildren; sister Evelyn Kivi; nieces and nephews.
Funeral services were July 16, 2019 at 11 a.m. at Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church, 700 Western St., Anoka. Interment Forest
Hill Cemetery, Anoka.



Kiitos to Edith Boos, Stella Arola, Norma Gilbertson,
Teresa Tjepkes, Dawn and Gil Kinnunen, Marlene Banttari
and Sharon Stuessy (Kathy Jorgensen’s sister) who hosted
the May 17 season’s end FACA Program with an array of
treats. Teresa expertly prepared Pam and Urho Rahkola’s
strawberry shortcake treat. Thanks also to those who
brought donations, remaining anonymous. 

FinnFest USA 2019 
September 19–22

Detroit welcomes all Finnish
Americans with a hearty “Tervetuloa!”
Explore contemporary Finland and

Finnish America this year in the Motor City. With more
than 35 years of experience creating festivals unlike any
other in the USA, FinnFest USA presents its annual pop-up
town in greater Detroit. Share this one-of-a-kind
experience. Attractions include Sheraton Detroit Novi and
Finnish American historical sites. Enjoy lectures, panels,
town halls and classes, music, food and art.

More information and registration:  
https://finnfest.us; 937-601-8488
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Bits and Pieces

Only 13 weeks until Joulu
and Kauneimmat Joululaulut!

Join the Finnish community to celebrate Finnish Christmas
again this year on Saturday, December 14, at Christ Church
Lutheran in Minneapolis. Mark your calendar and watch
for more details coming!

1 p.m. Sing beautiful Finnish Christmas songs
of old and new at the Kauneimmat Joululaulut (“the 
most beautiful Christmas songs”) program in the 
church sanctuary. 

2:30–5 p.m. The eighth annual Joulu:Magical Finnish
Christmas celebration with music, gifts, foods, Joulupukki
and fun for the whole family in the downstairs area. 

SPECIAL NOTICE:
Do you knit, crochet, weave or make other crafted items?
Or do you sell Finnish books, music or giftware? If so, we
invite you to join the Joulutori (Christmas marketplace).
Contact Betsey Norgard at bjnorgard@gmail.com for
information and details.


