
October/Lokakuu 2019
Child of Teuva by Anni Korpi Putikka
October 18, 7 p.m.

We welcome Anni Korpi Putikka, assisted by her eldest
daughter, Arlene Putikka Tucker. In Child of Teuva, Anni tells
of her childhood in Finland, her marriage and move to the
U.S., and her everyday life in a series of essays. She wrote the
original 170 pages in Finnish longhand for the New World
Finn and other publications in Finland. The book also includes
English translations of each story. 

Anni Korpi was born in Teuva, Finland, the oldest of four
children. She started milking cows at age eight, working with
horses in the field at a young age, in addition to taking care 
of her siblings. She was a teenager during the Winter War and
other wars. She married Lauri Putikka in Haapavesi, Finland,
and moved to Sebeka, Minn. They had five children. Again
Anni milked cows and did field work, as well as raising her
children. She finally milked her last cow at age 88. Farm work
has been her life. Her children had to run to keep up with their mom!

Like her mom, Arlene was active on the dairy farm, doing field work and taking care of siblings. Arlene is retired
and active in numerous Finnish organizations and musical groups. She has a daughter and a son and enjoys her
time with two young grandchildren. 

Copies of Anni’s book will be at the program, or you can contact Arlene at tuck5080@yahoo.com. Books are $25
(plus $6 USA postage if shipped). All profits go to the Salolampi Foundation for the Finnish Language Village 
in Bemidji, Minn.

Please join us for an entertaining evening. 
Coffee and conversation will follow!

FACA Event Cancellation Policy

If St. Paul public schools are canceled due to bad weather, then a FACA event
scheduledfor that day will also be canceled. FACA members may contact any board
member if they have a question.

Child of Teuva
Anni Korpi Putikka

Friday, Oct. 18, 7 p.m.
International Institute 

of Minnesota 
1694 Como Ave., St. Paul
(across from the Fairgrounds).

Program in Brief

Arlene Puttika Tucker (left) 
and Anni Korpi Putikka (right)
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President’s Message 
By Pam Rahkola

Many of you joined us for our Finnish Family Sunday
Funday event last month, despite competition with
beautiful weather and major sports events. (I will bring
keys for both the word search and translation games to
October’s FACA program for those still working on them).

Urho and I attended FinnFest in Detroit Sept. 19–22. We arrived in time to
catch Ismo Leikkola’s comedy act at the lovely little Farmington Civic Theater
on Wednesday evening. Quite the funny guy!

I enjoyed a Finnish cooking class hosted by Soile Anderson and Eleanor
Ostman, and learned new techniques for forming piirakkas, making gravlaks
and preparing a delectable array of canapés. There were enough leftovers for
me to surprise Urho with a much appreciated plateful.

We also joined the FinnFest open house and tour at Cranbrook Art Museum 
and the Saarinen residence. Rarely seen documents and artifacts were available
for viewing to this year’s FinnFest attendees.

A final highlight to our trip (and bucket-list item) was riding the SS Badger
Ferry across Lake Michigan from Luddington to Manitowac. It was a beautiful
day and the view was spectacular, plus the onboard bingo games were a hoot!

Please join us for this month’s FACA program on October 18. Urho and I first
got to know Anni on our bus trip to FinnFest 2015 in Buffalo. At 91, she is
quite the lively and spunky lady. You’ll enjoy her memories and wit.

Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast
By Janie Ahola

Come celebrate at the 35th annual Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast
and help set the record for most Nordic sweaters worn in one room!

Join us on Tuesday, November 26, at the DoubleTree by Hilton, 7800
Normandale Blvd., in Bloomington. Seating begins at 6:30 a.m.; the program
commences at 7 a.m. Our mission is to bring together people of Nordic heritage
(or anyone interested) in the celebration.

Speaking on freedom: Incoming President Joan Gabel, University of Minn.;
Speaking on faith: Lead Pastor Dan Collison, First Covenant Church;
Speaking on family and friends:Minn. Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan.

The Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast continues to be a charitable
event. The beneficiaries of this year’s breakfast are the Minnesota Military
Family Foundation and Second Harvest Heartland. Please help support these
charities by attending and donating at the breakfast. Janie Ahola will be selling
tickets at the October 18 FACA program. Tickets are $30 per person or $300
per 10-person reserved table. Reservations are required. You may also purchase
tickets through Janie Ahola janieahola@msn.com or 651-455-6152; online at
www.sonsofnorway.com; or by calling Sons of Norway at 612-821-4640
starting October 1.

For those with food allergies and specific dietary restrictions, please contact
Janie Ahola or Sons of Norway. Find additional information at
www.facebook.com/NATBreakfast or www.sofn.com/natb.
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Thanks from Salolampi Campers

The recipients of FACA-sponsored Salolampi campers
for summer 2019 wrote fine long thank-you letters about
their experiences. Here are some excerpts.

• “One of my favorite memories…was making skits in
pelit ja projectit. My Salolampi experience has never
been the same as the year before….Salolampi is an
amazing place where I have made a lot of friends and
experiences. Thank you for giving me an experience

that has changed my life and
helped me to know more about my
family tree.” 
—Jaclyn (Seija)Wiitanen, age 14

• “We were at the ranta for mökin
yö with Karjala, a boys’ cabin. 
It was so fun, because we had
the whole beach to ourselves.
We played the game. Never
have I ever [been] out in the
deep end; and if you had done it,
then you would jump in the
water. It was good if you have
done it, because you would get
away from the horse flies.”

—Amelia Wiitanen, age 12

• “Next August I’m planning on attending high 
school in Finland…to Lyseonpuisto in Rovaniemi…
Going to Salolampi these past four years has had 
an amazing impact on my life….I remember 
wishing the program was all year long, and now 
with the possibility to study in Finland, my wish 
will come true!”

—William (Ville) Besonen

Eric Peltoniemi at Open Eye 
Figure Theatre

Eric Peltoniemi makes a rare Twin Cities appearance
with special guests, acclaimed singer Prudence Johnson
and multi-instrumentalist Randy Sabien at Open Eye
Figure Theatre in Minneapolis, on October 11–12 at 
7:30 p.m., and Sunday, October 13, at 4 p.m. 

The singer and guitarist performs highlights from his
three decades of work on regional and national stages.
The concerts include favorites from
his hit shows “Plain Hearts” and
“Ten November” (“Gales of
November”) as well as songs from
his Spanish Civil War musical,
“Heart of Spain,” gems from lesser-
known shows, and the song he
wrote and performed in the award-
winning 2017 Finnish film Ikitie
(The Eternal Road). 

Detroit News has called his 
music “Cinematic, evocative,
compelling...,” the StarTribune said
there are “not enough superlatives
for the power and feeling in Peltoniemi’s haunting
songs,” and the Chicago Tribune declared, “Peltoniemi’s
music and its strange little twists and searches reach
softly for some inner spirit of an all-important way 
of life and part of history.” 

Open Eye Figure Theatre
506 E. 24th Street, Minneapolis

More information: 612-874-6338 or
boxoffice@openeyetheatre.org
Open Eye Figure Theatre website page for this event:
http://www.openeyetheatre.org/35-years-of-songs-for-
the-music-theater

Prudence Johnson singing “River in the Sea” from Ten
November/Gales of November:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qMRpaWBtqj0

Eric Peltoniemi sings, backed by Rajamäen Pojat sings
“Punainen” (“Red”), from the 2017 Finnish film Ikitie
(The Eternal Road):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjQwQ3S5JKc

My Facebook event page which can be shared:
https://www.facebook.com/events/2460605800699478/
(if readers scroll down to “about” and then “details” it
has more information.

Eric Peltoniemi

Time for a New FACA Uutiset Editor

It’s time to find a new editor for the Uutiset. Jeanne
Swope has served as editor for more than seven years,
and it’s time for someone else’s turn. She will continue
through the spring issues if necessary. Contact President
Pamela Rahkola for more information: 651-429-3319.
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September Board Notes
By Joanne Bergman

The Board of Directors met on September 9, 2019, at the
Wilder Center. Present: Pam Rahkola, Kathy Jorgensen,
Janie Ahola, Cristina Youngren, Urho Rahkola and Joanne
Bergman. Louise Morgan attended by phone.

Minutes of the August meeting were reviewed and
approved. The treasurer materials and tasks are passing 
to Louise. The current balance is healthy.

Marlene Moreno requested phone numbers for recruitment.

The Board discussed plans for Sunday Fun Day on
September 15 and future programs. The next two are
already decided: November, author Mark Munger; January,
Immigration. For meetings March and beyond, our location
is undetermined.

Monday meetings are suitable for all on the board.
Discussion of Salolampi scholarships was tabled 
until October.

Pam, Janie and Urho attended a 2020 Festival of Nations
meeting. An online survey will be available soon. Kendra
Kauppi can possibly reserve a kitchen for a (smaller)
baking day. No date yet.

The meeting adjourned, and the Facebook guidelines
meeting with Ralph and Jaana Tuttila followed.

The next board meeting is October 14 at the Wilder Center.

Two New FACA Board Volunteers
By Pam Rahkola

We are excited to welcome Joanne Bergman (left) and
Cristina Youngren (right) to the FACA Board of Directors.

Joanne Bergman grew up in the Cook area and is a
retired professor. She has four grown children, two stepsons
and many grandchildren, who are scattered across the U.S.
She maintains an island cabin on Lake Vermilion. Joanne is
a past president of the Salolampi Foundation and is still

involved with the promotion of Larry Saukko’s Opi,
volumes 1 and 2. (Hopefully, the third volume will be
available shortly!) Joanne enjoys learning the Finnish
language and has completed three years of Finnish at the
University of Minnesota, and she is a regular attendee 
of the weekly Tuesday afternoon Oppitunti conversation
group at the St. Anthony Park Library in St. Paul.

Cristina Youngren grew up in Mound on Lake
Minnetonka. Her maternal line emigrated from Finland 
to Mountain Iron in the 1910s. Cristina’s grandmother
instilled in her the love of Finnish culture and foods.
Cristina is currently a student at the University of
Minnesota, where she has completed two years of Finnish,
her minor. She is also a member of FinnSource, Suomi 100
Choir, and the Finnish Genealogical Group of Minnesota,
as well as the 612 Sauna Society. She enjoys hockey, sauna,
and summer hiking through the woods finding edible
mushrooms and berries or being out on the lake. Cristina
was instrumental in organizing last year’s (2018) post-
Itsenäisyys (Independence) rooftop sauna party held at 
the downtown Minneapolis Hewing Hotel.

Finnish Family Sunday Funday Recap

A good time was enjoyed by all at the fall kick-off program
at the International Institute on Sunday, September 15.

Hospitality chair Marlene Moreno and her crew put
together a wonderful picnic luncheon of hot dogs
(makkaroita), beans (papuja), salad (salaattia), potato
salad (perunasalaattia), pickles (kurkkuja), grapes
(viinirypäleitä), chips (sipsia) and dessert (jälkiruokaa).

The trivia contest winner was Table 4, who had the inside
edge with Max (a Suomi Koulu student) and his knowledge
of Angry Birds. (Tables 1 and 6 followed.) Edith Boos
guessed the number of Hershey kisses in a jar. Janie Ahola
posted highest points in beanbag toss. Phil Zarns remembered
the most items in the Memory Game, and others found
dozens of words in one of the longest Finnish words:
Lentokonesuihkuturbiinimoottoriapumekaanikkoaliupsee
rioppilas (“airplane jet turbine engine auxiliary mechanic
non-commissioned officer student”). There were
opportunities to throw ping pong balls into cups, take a
cupcake walk, spin a wheel and play mölkky. At the end of
the afternoon, there were many raffle winners.

Paljon kiitoksia to the FACA Board and to the other
volunteers who assisted with the food and games: Janie
Ahola, Joanne Bergman, Kathy and John Jorgensen, Dawn
and Gil Kinnunen, Marlene Moreno, Louise Morgan,
Delores and Dan Salin, Teresa Tjepkes, Betty Wheelecor,
Pam and Urho Rahkola and Cristina Youngren.
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FinnFest USA 2019
By Karen Luoma-Varichak

Although FinnFests have the same basic tenets, each is
totally unique unto itself—and great fun! The Novi hotel
was lovely, and it is always fun reconnecting with Finns
we see sometimes only once a year—but also making
new Finn friends. Interesting and informative lectures
abound; good Finnish humor entertained; we dined on
salmon, mojakka and pasties—and enjoyed a delicious
banquet at the Finn Center.

On the Labor/Art Tour we visited the Ford site where, on
March 7, 1932, “the Ford Hunger March” became a
massacre. Nine years later, on April 11, 1941, after
40,000 Ford workers conducted a 10-day sit-down
strike, Henry Ford signed a collective bargaining
agreement with the United Auto Workers union. We saw
Diego Rivera’s Industry murals at the Detroit Institute of
Arts. On the waterfront, the Legacy Transcending
monument honors the men and women of Detroit, forms
a broken circle representing work still needed. A quote
on the monument: “Some men rob you with a six-gun;
others rob you with a fountain pen.—Woody Guthrie.”

Diego Rivera Mural “Industry”

We visited Cranbrook Academy of Art and Art Museum,
a lavish museum and an academy for middle school/
college prep school full of gorgeous arts and craft
buildings and furnishings by world-renowned Finnish
architect Eliel Saarinen. The boys’ school, his first
executed work in the U.S., opened in 1929. A girls’
school, also by Saarinen, opened in 1931. The Saarinens
lived on the campus. Textiles by his wife Loja, a
Finnish-American textile designer, appear in the house
and on campus.

Minna Canth Lunch

Minna Canth was a social activist and writer in Finland
who worked for women’s rights. During a lunch in her
honor, we celebrated her legacy by discussing the
women who influenced us all, in particular the brave and
strong immigrant women who left their homeland and
made a new life here—and here we are, “Made in
America with Finnish parts.”

Carole Backman, Elaine Jegi and Irene Wall. 

Saarinen 
Dining Room
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FinnFest USA 2019 (continued)

Tervetuloa!
Welcome, new FACA members!

Elaine Kumpula & Dick Shrake 
of Lakeland Shores, Minn.

Katja & Phil Zarns of Apple Valley, Minn.

Conversational Finnish Class
Tuesdays, (NEW TIME) 12:30–2 p.m.

St. Anthony Library
Corner of Como and Carter Avenue

St. Paul
Everyone is welcome.

For more information, please call
Urho Rahkola at 651-429-3319.

Caryl Weaver, Richard Harju 
and Urho Rahkola at FinnFest

Unique Street Light at Cranbrook

Loja Saarinen’s Rugs

Special Notice

Do you knit, crochet, weave or make other crafted items? Or do you sell Finnish
books, music or giftware? If so, we invite you to join the Christmas marketplace
(Joulutori) at Joulu:Magical Finnish Christmas on Saturday, December 14, at
Christ Church Lutheran in Minneapolis. Contact Betsey Norgard at
bjnorgard@gmail.com for information and details!

Genealogy Research Day

The next meeting of the Finnish Genealogy Group of Minn. is Saturday, 
October 12, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. It is the annual research day with a potluck
lunch. Volunteers will be available to help with research via Ancestry, My
Heritage, Family Search, DNA and HisKi, Finnish and Swedish records,
newspapers, Tornio Valley, translation of Finnish information and tech help 
for researchers. There are also many resources available in our library. 
Plymouth Lutheran Church, 11015 Old County Road 15, Plymouth.

FACA on Facebook
by Cristina Youngren

The FACA Facebook group page is an excellent resource
for anyone looking for additional, frequently updated
information about local Finnish events and cultural
happenings. Art, literature, music, dance, design and
more related to Finland are regularly posted, with an
opportunity for sharing and friendly discussion if
desired. It’s open to both members and those who would
like to learn more about FACA. Find us at the public
group Finnish American Cultural Activities of
Minnesota on Facebook. Please join us and utilize this
page as another resource to connect with fellow fans of
Finnish culture, and share with the community any news
or events of which you may be aware! 

Kiitos, Rauli and Jaana Tuttila, 
for your work on our Facebook page! 

Below: 
Outdoor Sculpture
at Cranbrook
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Oct. 9. Afternoons at ASI, a talk with Ola Larsmo.
American Swedish Institute, 2600 Park Avenue,
Minneapolis, 1 p.m. Please join the ASI for a talk with
Ola Larsmo, author of Swede Hollow. Free with
admission to the museum. No registration required.
Oct. 9. Swede Hollow Book Launch. American Swedish
Institute, 2600 Park Avenue, Minneapolis, 7 p.m. The
Minneapolis launch of Ola Larsmo’s Swede Hollow
(translated by Tiina Nunnally) includes a talk, reading,
Q&A, reception and book-signing. Cost: $15 ASI
members or $20 nonmembers. To register, call 
612-871-4917 or visit https://www.asimn.org/programs-
education/events/swede-hollow-book-launch-ola-larsmo.
Oct. 12. Finnish Genealogy Group of Minnesota.
Research Day! Plymouth Lutheran Church, 11015 Old
County Road 15, Plymouth. 9:30 a.m. business meeting;
research activities 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Bring what you
know about your family names and dates, and find out
how to learn more. HisKi, church books, and DNA
information. Translation of documents. Potluck lunch
included (FGG members bring the food). New faces
welcome.
Oct. 12. The Icelandic Leifur Eriksson Cod Dinner,
Bloomington Event Center, 5:30 p.m. Cost is $35, $15
for children under 12. The dinner is part of the 32nd Leif
Eriksson International Festival, where many other
exciting things are going on. For more detailed
information about the LEIF events (including costs and
registration), see the festival website at leifmn.org/
Oct. 11, 12. Eric Peltoniemi and Special Guests. Open
Eye Figure Theater, 7:30 p.m. $24 general admission,
$18 students (age 13 and up recommended). A limited
number of $10 Economic Accessibility tickets are
available online for all performances. If not sold out, a
limited number of pay-as-able tickets will be available at
the door. For more information, see page 3. 
Oct. 13. Eric Peltoniemi and Special Guests. Open Eye
Figure Theater, 4 p.m. See information for Oct. 11–12
above and page 3.
Oct. 18. FACA program: Child of Teuva by Anni Korpi
Putikka. International Institute of Minnesota. 1694
Como Ave., St. Paul (across from the Fairgrounds.)
7 p.m. Visitors welcome! 
Oct. 25. Deadline for articles and calendar items for the
November Uutiset. Send your contributions to
facaeditor@gmail.com. 
Nov. 15. FACA program. International Institute of
Minnesota. 1694 Como Ave., St. Paul (across from the
Fairgrounds), 7 p.m. Visitors welcome! 
Nov. 26. Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast.
Join us on at the DoubleTree by Hilton, 7800
Normandale Blvd., in Bloomington. Seating begins at
6:30 a.m., and the program commences at 7 a.m. 

October 2019 Calendar Nordic sweaters and national costumes are highly
encouraged.
Dec. 7. Pikkujoula in Cokato. 3:30 p.m., lighting of
candles at the Finnish cemetery, 4:30 p.m, potluck dinner
at Cokato Township Hall. Come enjoy the Finnish
celebration. Contact Heidi Barberg for more details if
needed. Phone 320-286-5823.
Dec. 14. Kauneimmat Joululaulut and Joulu. Christ
Church Lutheran, 3244 34th Ave. S., Minneapolis.1 p.m.
Kauneimmat Joululaulut (“the most beautiful Christmas
songs”) program, begins at 1 p.m. in the church
sanctuary. The eighth annual Joulu (magical Finnish
Christmas) is 2:30–5 p.m. with music, gifts, foods and
fun for the whole family. Meet Joulupukki, shop for gifts,
and have a treat from the Joulu Café. Sponsored by
FinnSource, FACA, Suomi-koulu, and others in the
Finnish community.
August 2020. FinnFest USA 2020 in Joensuu, Finland.
More details later.

Tuesdays. Finnish Conversation Group. St. Anthony
Park Library, Como and Carter Avenues, St. Paul.
12:30–2 p.m. More information: Urho Rahkola, 
651-429-3319.
Thursdays. Kisarit Finnish American Folk Dancers.
St. Sahag Armenian Church, 203 N. Howell Street, 
St. Paul. 7 p.m. The group does not meet during holidays.
New members welcome. More information: Dan Salin,
763-544-1441.
Fridays. Keskustelutunti. Finnish Conversation Group.
Bordertown Coffee, 315 16th Ave. SE, Minneapolis, 
12 noon.

FACA Membership
A one-year membership for $25 provides you with
eight issues of this newsletter, plus other benefits. To
subscribe or renew, complete this form and mail with
your check to FACA, P.O. Box 580708, Minneapolis,
MN 55458-0708. (Check your email message for a
membership expiration warning or your mailing label
for an expiration date.)

Name ______________________________________

Email ______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________

Phone ______________________________________

I prefer to receive my FACA Uutiset (please check one)
q electronic copy via email q paper copy via mail

q both. [Note: choosing the email copy saves FACA both
printing costs and postage.]



• Thanks to the FACA Board members for providing
the picnic lunch at Sunday Funday. Also thanks to
Joanne Bergman and Teresa Tjepkes for help serving
the food. Oh yes, thanks to those anonymous
providers who donated additions to the picnic.
Kiitos! from Marlene Moreno.

• A global competition has announced that Helsinki
Central Library Oodi is the 2019 Public Library of
the Year. The award was presented by the
International Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions (IFLA) in Athens, Greece. The jury
noted that Oodi “bridges concepts of equality,
participation, citizenship and sustainability” and will
be a global model. “The customers immediately
made Oodi their own, which is our greatest success,”
commented Anna-Maria Soininvaara, director of
Oodi. Oodi is not just a success story in library
services and architecture, it is also a triumph for the
City of Helsinki’s design process. Oodi was
designed together with customers. We received 
more than 2,000 ideas from customers,” explained
Soininvaara. —Good News from Finland
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• Young people across Finland protested on 
September 27 for action on climate disruption,
demanding politicians move to mitigate the worst
effects of a changing climate. In Helsinki, some
18,000 people gathered in central Helsinki to
demand action on greenhouse gas emissions, part
of a nationwide wave of strikes. 

• Finland’s international profile as a climate change
trailblazer has been enhanced this year by ambitious
targets set by the government and a heartfelt speech
by President Sauli Niinistö at the United Nations
General Assembly. “Even if we were able to stop all
of our CO2 emissions tomorrow, we would have to
live for decades to come with the climate change we
have already caused,” Niinistö told the assembled
world leaders. “We are no longer able to avoid the
climate crisis completely. We also have to achieve
concrete results in adapting to the inevitable.”

Pieniä Paloja—Short news items from Finland


