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My Year in Finland

Emma Mulhern, 
Exchange Student

7:00 p.m. Friday, October 21 
International Institute of Minnesota
1694 Como Ave., St. Paul
(across from Fairgrounds)

Emma Mulhern, a 16-year old Highland Park High 
School Senior from St. Paul, spent last year abroad in 
Alajärvi, Finland.
In early 2015, Emma chose to go on exchange to Finland because she wanted to go somewhere where they play 
hockey. She began learning Finnish, working with a tutor and also attending Oppitunti, FACA's Finnish 
conversation group.

In Finland, she lived with four different host families in Alajärvi, population 10,000, and went to school at 
Alajärven Lukio. She played hockey on a mostly boys team and participated in events such as the school's 
Wanhat dance. Along the way she made many friends and managed to pick up the Finnish language (and the 
Alajärvi dialect).

Currently, she is taking classes (including Advanced Finnish) through Minnesota's Post-Secondary Enrollment 
Option (PSEO) at the University of Minnesota. She plays hockey and also participates in Girl Scouts, Venturing 
Crew and Oppitunti. 

Coffee, treats and conversation will follow the program.

FACA Event Cancellation Policy
If St. Paul public schools are canceled due to bad weather, then a FACA event scheduled for that day will 
also be canceled. FACA members may contact any Board member if they have a question about whether 
If St. Paul public schools are canceled due to bad weather, then a FACA event scheduled for that day will 
also be canceled. FACA members may contact any Board member if they have a question.
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FACA 2016-2017 
Board of Directors 

President's Message  

It is exhilarating to have a bit of cooler  
weather, even though it's been much wetter  
 usual. Butterflies and hummingbirds are still 
visiting our flowers, and I am still picking fresh 
pole beans almost daily.  Rabbits are a very  
unwelcome problem that we have never  
faced previously in our garden, for both  
hostas and vegetables.  

An engaging series of poems and readings by Diane Jarvi initiated our 
program year. I hope this presages other interesting lectures/recitations 
ahead.  And you'll see in this newsletter that there are several Finnish-
related events coming up.  

In September we had a spirited discussion concerning the future of 
participation in the Festival of Nations, held in St. Paul in early May.  
There will be more discussion  at the next program as well.  On a good 
note, our finances are actually better, so there won't be more talk of 
skipping a January program.  

I want to mention that Dr. Samira Saramo, post-doctoral researcher 
from the University of Turku, will be working at the IHRC Archives, 
as she is the recipient of the Michael G. Karni Scholarship.  

See the urgent message below about our need for new board members! 
And if you can help serve at coffee time, contact a board member (list 
on the left of this page). 

Kiitos paljon, Gene Ollila	
	

Help Us Find Two New Board Members 

Last spring, in search of two needed FACA board members, 
nominating committee members Urho Rahkola and Richard Harju 
called many members who had not served before. No one volunteered.  
Now we are asking people who have served on the board before to 
consider serving again. There are many FACA members who are 
active and able people and could step up and be a candidate.  

Please, talk with your friends and encourage them to come back to the 
board. We need to fill out the six-member board in for FACA to 
survive as a viable organization. It is that urgent!  

So, where will we find new board members?----- We want to find 
YOU.  

President	
Gene	Ollila	
612-840-2932 
olefin@att.net	
	
Vice	Pres./Program	Chair	
Phillip	A.	Erickson		
763-551-9248 
bricoleur27@msn.com	
	
Treasurer	
Janie	Ahola	
651-455-6152 
janieahola@msn.com	
	
Secretary	
	
	
Hospitality	Chair	
	
	
Member-at-Large	
Dennis	Halme	
763-208-3294	
dhalme560@msn.com 

FACA Newsletter  
Committee 

Editor	
Jeanne	Swope	
612-827-6773 
facaeditor@gmail.com	
	
Membership/Mailing	
Urho	and	Pam	Rahkola 
rahkola.urho@comcast.net	
651-429-3319	
	
Website:	finnfaca.org	
Facebook:	
https//www.facebook.com/groups
/116365755059161/FACA	3015-
2016	B 
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FINNFEST USA 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

2429 GIRARD AVENUE S 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55405

PRESS RELEASE:  

FINNFEST USA ANNOUNCES ITS  
2017 PLANS
What do you do when Osmo Vänskä and the 
Minnesota Orchestra tell you that they are going to 
do an all Finnish music concert on September 22 and 
23, 2017? And they invite you to bring your annual 
festival into that event?  And that invitation means 
that other opportunities emerge, suggesting that you 
can create an incredible national gathering, a pop-up
town in which to commemorate the 100 years of 
Finland being an independent nation state?

The FinnFest USA Board of Directors decided that 
the opportunities were too wonderful to ignore. Even 
though FinnFest USA had just held its festival in 
Minneapolis in 2014, the kinds of things that the 
festival could attract and offer in an exciting 
weekend called for a willingness to rethink and dare 
to say: FinnFest USA 2017 will occur in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, September 21-24. This 
festival will be finnfestusa 2.0. 

FinnFest USA is rebuilding its website to freshen the 
image, improve the information and add an efficient 
and secure ongoing registration and payment system. 
With a generous grant from Finlandia Foundation 
National, FinnFest has contracted Finnesota, LLC, 
which is installing a modern temporary main page on 
the finnfestusa.org site to provide further 2017 
information until the new website and registration 
system are up and running. The new website will 
resolve communication problems of the past.

The 2017 program will follow the FinnFest USA’s 
long-time approach to combine education with 
entertainment, to host a diverse tori focused on 
Finnish and Finnish American items, and to 
create events for all ages. However, we are 
looking for fresh ideas, re-visioning how we 
give life to what FinnFest USA always gives its 
attendees: a pop-up town where all things 
Finnish define the space and the time.

 What do you want on the program? Let us 
know.  Help us create and build the program. 
Right now, post your ideas at the FinnFest USA 
Facebook page or send your ideas and willing-
ness to volunteer to kmwargelin@outlook.com 

 
 
New Production of The Kalevala on 
Stage in October

nimbus delves into the world of ancient 
Finnish folklore with their next production, The 
Kalevala. Based on the nineteenth century epic 
of the same name, this original nimbus 
production will transport audiences to a 
fantastic world of magic and legend. A place 
where stories are born in the bellies of giants; 
where maidens get turned into fish and hags 
into eagles; where men and gods walk side by 
side in the fierce lands of the north.

The Kalevala will be nimbus' inaugural 
production in their new performance space. The 
show is written and adapted by Liz Neerland, 
with dramaturgical help from Stockholm-based 
translator and long-time nimbus collaborator 
Danielle Blackbird. Josh Cragun will direct an 
all-star group of nimbus regulars, as well as 
introduce some new faces to the nimbus stage.

For schedule and ticket information, go to
nimbustheatre.com/discover/production/
kalevala, Performances are almost daily at the 
Crane Theater, 2303 Kennedy Ave N.E., 
Minneapolis, Oct. 8-30 at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are 
$15.00.
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Board Notes
By Janie Ahola

2015-2016 Board: Ruth Erkkila, John Rova, Phillip 
Erickson, Dennis Halme, Janie Ahola. Seated in front: 
Gene Ollila 
The FACA board meeting on September 13, 2016, 
was called to order by President Gene Ollila at 11:05 
a.m., at Key’s Restaurant in Roseville. Present at the 
meeting besides Gene: Phillip Erickson and Janie 
Ahola. Not present: Dennis Halme.

The minutes of the August board meeting were 
approved. Gene will send the June meeting minutes to 
the board for approval as soon as possible.

Treasurer Janie Ahola reported a bank balance higher
than in September 2014 and 2015. Therefore, we don't 
need to eliminate the January program. Additional 
money from Bette Ruskainen’s estate sale items is set 
aside in to be exclusively used for Salolampi 
scholarships.

Vice President Phillip Erickson reported on possi-
bilities for the October and November programs. 

The board discussed  questions about the Finnish Café
and future participation in the Festival of Nations. 
Gene will lead an open discussion at the September 
program. He will also discuss the role of the board and 
the board’s function if a full board cannot be achieved.

Planning meetings are scheduled for the upcoming 
Finland 100 celebration. See FinnSource website.

If anyone wants a copy of Beth Jarvis’s publications 
on gardening, Janie Ahola has a list of Beth’s publi-
cations. If you want a copy of a particular article, 
Janie can contact Beth's sister-in-law, Deb Jarvis, who 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gene will be bringing donated books from Evelyn 
Borg to the October or November program to be 
given away.

Board will provide treats at the September program.

The meeting adjourned at 12:12 p.m. The next 
board meeting will be Tuesday, October 18, 11:00 
a.m., at Key’s Restaurant in Roseville.  

 
Come to the 32nd Annual Nordic 
American Thanksgiving Breakfast
You are invited to celebrate the 32nd annual 
Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast. This 
year’s celebration takes place Tuesday, 
November 22,  in the 
Grand Ballroom of 
the DoubleTree by 
Hilton, located at 
7800 Normandale 
Boulevard, 
Bloomington. Seating begins at 6:30 a.m., and 
the program commences at 7:00 a.m.
Tickets are $25 per person or $250 per 10-
person, reserved table. Students pay $20 per 
person. Reservations are required and may be 
made online at www.sonsofnorway.com or by 
calling Sons of Norway at 612-821-4640 no 
later than Wednesday, November 16. Tickets 
may also be purchased from Janie Ahola at 651-
455-6152 or janieahola@msn.com. If you have 
food allergies and specific dietary restrictions, 
please contact Sons of Norway at 612-821-
4640.
Guest speakers include Mary Lahammer, 
Journalist, Twin Cities Public Television; 
Senator John Marty, Minnesota Senator, 
District 66: and Osmo Vänskä, Music Director, 
Minnesota Orchestra. 
Master of ceremonies is Don Shelby, Senior 
Journalist; and musical entertainment will be 
provided by The Augsburg Choir (Mark Sedio, 
Conductor).
The Breakfast brings together people of Nordic 
heritage for an opportunity to  (to next page)  

 

is willing to scan the article you want and send it to 
you via Janie.
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Breakfast, continued
to offer thanks for the privileges of freedom, faith, 
family and friends. Furthermore, it gives guests an 
opportunity to give back to the community by 
supporting two local nonprofits. This year’s benefici-
aries are Second Harvest Heartland and Minnesota 
Military Family Foundation. Second Harvest 
Heartland strives to end hunger in 59 counties 
throughout Minnesota and western Wisconsin through 
a network of dedicated partners, volunteers and 
donors. Minnesota Military Family Foundation is a
nonprofit community-supported fund that provides 
financial grants to military families during times of 
extraordinary financial hardship.

Fun on the FinnFestUSA 2016 Cruise

By Kathy Jackson

When I read about the FinnFest cruise, I phoned my 
lifelong friend and shirttail relative Ellen and asked 
her to join me. Ellen and her husband had been avid 
cruisers . . . I had never cruised. We reserved a room 
with a sliding glass door that opened onto the 
promenade deck. We so enjoyed the view: the sea, the  
early morning exercisers, even the rain and the clouds.

The walking tours on shore were enjoyable, even the 
first one in the pouring rain. The weather caused the 
cancellation of the onshore picnic -a disappointment, 
but Marianne Wargelin came through with a delightful 
onboard party. Fabulous hors d'oeuvres!

On the two scheduled museum tours, the docents at 
both the Immigration Museum and the Maritime 
Museum were knowledgeable and enthusiastic. They 
made a point of tying their lectures to things Finnish. 
The tale of the Empress of India has never achieved 
the status of the sinking of the Titanic.

There were several great speakers aboard the 
Veendam. I especially enjoyed Jouni Mölsä from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Among other things, he 
expressed concern about our current politics! Beatrice 
Ojakangas gave two excellent food presentations 
complete with recipes and samples. Dan Karvonen's 
classes were very good, and I even managed to lose a 
bit of my hesitation to speak Finnish. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everything aboard the Veendam was delightful. 
The staff was very friendly, and the food was 
excellent. 

A decision to allow us to move from our assigned 
tables gave us the opportunity to meet more 
people. We made new friends; and I found the 
niece of an old folk dance friend,someone who 
came to an early FinnAffair and whom we cheered 
on in Delaware as he and his group danced to a 
ridiculously fast tape recording.

How I Almost Missed the Boat on the 
FinnFestUSA 2016 Cruise

By Richard Harju

On the last day of the FinnFest cruise, I missed 
some schedule changes over the PA system, either 
due to my hearing or maybe I did not pay close 
enough attention. 

I walked to the top of Quebec City, enjoying 
myself, and down again, a 2-3 mile walk, and got 
to the museum a little early for a tour scheduled for 
3 p.m. and saw my Finnish friends walking OUT 
of the museum. The tour had been changed to 
2:00! I looked around the museum by myself and 
started back to the ship at about 10 minutes before 
5. At the terminal, a security person said the ship 
was waiting for me! The promenade deck was full 
of passengers who clapped and cheered! The 
departure time had been changed to 4:30, and they 
almost left without me.

I did not wear my name tag to dinner or the closing 
reception, and at the closing reception I sat with 
friends in a corner and had two glasses of wine. I 
was thankful that the Captain had waited for me 
until 5:00 so that I did not have to find my own 
way from Quebec to Montreal. Thus ended my 
2016 FinnFest. I do not know if they'll let me take 
part next year. 

Tervetuloa! 
Welcome, new FACA member! 

David Kivi, Hudson, Wisconsin 
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A Call for Singers to Join Finnish Choir

From Eeva Saavolainen

You’re invited to join the Choir Project 2016-17 to 
perform at the Nordic Choirs Christmas Concert at 
Mindekirken, the Norwegian Lutheran Memorial 
Church, Minneapolis, on December 18 at 2 p.m. This 
will be the first Finnish choir in town since the early 
2000s! The choir also may become the core group for 
the Finland 100 Choir MN in 2017, the 100th 
anniversary of Finland’s independence. 

Schedule for the Christmas Carol Choir project:
Rehearsal 1: Monday, Dec. 5, 7:00-9:00 p.m., 
Mindekirken, Minneapolis
Rehearsal 2: Monday, Dec. 12, 7:00-9:00 p.m., 
Mindekirken
Dress rehearsal: Saturday, Dec. 17, 12:00-2:00 p.m., 
place TBA
Concert: Sunday, Dec. 18, 2:00 p.m. CALL, 1:00 p.m., 
Mindekirken
Additional performance (if enough singers can 
commit), Kauneimmat joululaulut: December 10 at 3:00 
p.m., Christ Church Lutheran, Minneapolis
COST: $10-$15 for sheet music

Because of the short rehearsal period, previous choral 
singing experience is helpful, but not required. We will 
sing 3-4 songs in parts (SAB or SATB depending on 
available voices), and you don’t have to be a Finn or 
speak Finnish to participate, just be willing to sing in 
Finnish, Swedish and possibly English. All voice parts 
and pronunciation will be available online in November, 
so non-Finnish speakers don’t have to worry! Please 
spread the word and invite a friend to join, too!

To sign up or for questions, please send the information 
below to Eeva at erksavolainen@gmail.com. Early 
registration is desired in order to determine the music 
selections and for ordering sheet music from Finland. 

Include your name, phone number, voice part if you 
know it (soprano, alto, tenor, bass), previous 
experience (if any), schedule conflicts.

Director Eeva Savolainen, a graduate of Sibelius 
Academy, Finland, is a soprano and music educator. She 
is an operation manager for The Singers MN Choral 
Artists, directs a church choir in East Bethel and has 
been involved in all things Finnish in Minnesota and 
nationwide for over two decades.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New: Salolampi Culinary Arts and 
Handcrafts Weekend 

October 28 to 30

Join us this October for this new offering featuring 
cultural immersion in Finnish culinary arts and 
handcrafts. Yes, you too can make Finnish food 
and crafts at home!

Bake classic Finnish treats like pulla, Karelian rice 
pies, rye bread, and spoon cookies.

Cook dishes such as salmon soup, Nordic grain 
salad, and Finnish market meat pies.

Handcrafts will include the use of our looms, 
basic or more advanced yarn projects and holiday 
favorites.

Our saunas will provide additional inspiration and 
reflection time for participants.

When: Oct. 28-Oct. 30, 2016

Where: Salolampi Finnish Language Village, 
Bemidji, Minn.

Cost: $195 for adults; $155 for children 4-18.
Children 0-3 are free.

Note: While this program is geared toward adults, 
youth programming for families with children will 
be available upon request.

 

Conversational Finnish Class 
Tuesdays, 4:00-5:30 p.m.  

St. Anthony Library  
Corner of Como and Carter Ave. 

St. Paul 
Everyone is welcome. 

For more information, please call 
Urho Rahkola at 651-429-3319  
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October Calendar

Oct. 11. Reading and Book Signing. Homemade: Finnish 
Rye, Feed Sack Fashion, and Other Simple Ingredients 
from My Life in Food by Beatrice Ojakangas. Common 
Good Books, 38 Snelling Ave. S., St. Paul. 7:00 p.m.

Oct. 12. Book Launch. Homemade: Finnish Rye, Feed 
Sack Fashion, and Other Simple Ingredients from My 
Life in Food by Beatrice Ojakangas.  American Swedish 
Institute, 2600 Park Ave., Minneapolis. 5:30 p.m., 
reception and signing; 6:30 p.m., discussion.

Oct. 21. Monthly FACA program. International Institute 
of Minnesota, 1694 Como Ave., St. Paul, 7:00 p.m. 

Oct. 27. Panel Discussion, NATO and Russia in Northern 
Europe. Influx Room, Regis Center for the Arts, 
University of Minnesota, 405 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Moderator: Juhana Aunesluoma, David 
and Nancy Speer Professor in Finnish Studies. Guests: 
professors Kari Möttölä and Kimmo Rentola.

Oct. 27. Submission deadline for October Uutiset. Send 
your article or calendar item by midnight to 
facaeditor@gmail.com.

Oct. 28 to 30. Salolampi Finnish Culinary Arts & 
Handcrafts Weekend. Salolampi Finnish Language 
Village, Bemidji. Cost: Adults, $195; children 4 to 18, 
$155;  children 0 to 3 free. See page 6. More 
information: concordialanguagevillages.org/adult-
programs/detail/workshop/finnish-culinary-arts-and-
handcrafts-weekend.

Oct. 29. The Finnish Genealogy Group-Minnesota. Dan 
Karvonen, "History of the Finnish Language: Genea-
logical Terms." Plymouth Apostolic Lutheran Church, 
11015 Old County Road 15, Plymouth. 9:30 a.m. 

Oct. 29. Family History Fair 2016. Hennepin County 
Central Library, downtown Minneapolis,.9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.  The event is free, but registration is required. 
More information in their HCLIB  newsletter: 
hclib.org/about/news/2016/sept/family-history.

Oct. 30 to Jan.15. Exhibition, Martin Luther, Art and the 
Reformation. Minneapolis Institute of Art. For more 
information: new.artsmia.org/.

Nov. 15. Let’s Play Hockey: Minnesota Wild vs. Calgary 
Flames (and Jyrki Jokipakka). Reserved seating and pre-
game event at TBD location sponsored by Finnish 
American Chamber of  Commerce-MN. Xcel Energy 
Center , 175 Kellogg Boulevard West, St. Paul. 

 

 

5:30 to 10:00 p.m. More info: jsipila8@gmail.com.

Nov. 22. 32nd Annual Nordic American Thanksgiving 
Breakfast. Grand Ballroom of the DoubleTree by 
Hilton, 7800 Normandale Blvd., Bloomington. 
Seating begins at 6:30 a.m.; program at 7:00 a.m. 
Tickets ($25 per person, $20 for student) at 
sonsofnorway.com or call Sons of Norway, 612-821-
4640 no later than Wed., Nov. 16; or from Janie 
Ahola, 651-455-6152 or janieahola@msn.com. See 
page 4.

Dec. 6. Finland’s Independence Day. More infor-
mation about this celebration coming in November

Dec. 10. Joulu—Magical Finnish Christmas. Christ 
Church Lutheran, 3244 34th Avenue S., Minneapolis. 
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Cosponsored by many Twin 
Cities Finnish organizations. More information about 
this event coming in November.

Tuesdays. Finnish Conversation Group. St. Anthony 
Park Library, Como and Carter Aves., St. Paul. 4:00 
p.m. More information: Urho Rahkola, 651-429-3319

Thursdays. Kisarit Finnish American Folk Dancers. 
St. Sahag Armenian Church, 203 N. Howell St., St. 
Paul. 7:00 p.m. The group does not meet during 
holidays. New members welcome. Call Dan 763-544-
1441.

Fridays. Finlanders at the U of M conversation hour. 
Bordertown Coffee, 315 16th Ave. SE, Minneapolis. 
For more information or to check on meeting 
day/time: karvo001@umn.edu.

FACA Membership
A one-year membership provides you with nine 
issues of this newsletter, plus other benefits, for 
$25. To subscribe or renew, complete this form 
and mail with your check to FACA, P.O. Box 
580708, Minneapolis, MN 55458-0708. (Check 
mailing label for membership expiration date.)

Name

Address 

City/State/Zip

Phone 

Email  
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Finnish American Cultural Activities, Inc.
P.O. Box 580708
Minneapolis, MN  55458-0708

FACA
Finnish American Cultural Activities, Inc. 
dedicated to exploring and preserving  
Finnish and Finnish-American heritage. 
www.finnfaca.org
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Pieniä paloja – Short news items from Finland
You should consider keeping your so-called smart 
keys in the fridge, say Finnish police. Smart  car 
keys work by emitting a signal when the driver 
touches the door handle. The lock opens when it 
recognizes the key's signal. Criminals have 
technology that can strengthen that signal from a 
hundred meters away. Fridges block that signal, but 
foil will do the same job. Some key batteries can be 
damaged if they are kept at low temperatures, so it's 
good to check the manual before starting a cold-
storage routine. 

The Embassy of Finland in Washington, D.C. is 
excited to host an exhibition that showcases 
modern Finnish comics. Comic art has been a 
noticeable part of the Finnish art scene for a long 
time. Think about Tove Jansson and her beloved 
Moomin characters. Most Finns remember reading 
the Finnish Donald Duck magazine as a child, a habit 
that for many has continued past adulthood. The 
exhibition, produced by the Finnish Comics Society, 
aims to help promote awareness and critical reading 
of comics and to gain respect for the art form. 

The Arctic 100 Expedition, a part of Finland’s 
centennial year, will take place in the summer of 
2017. The goal is to collect new scientific data and 
to deepen international arctic research cooperation. 
The expedition is well timed because Finland will 
also take over the chairmanship of the Arctic 
Council next year. Arctic research  is essential for 
study of climate change and many other modern 
challenges. 

Police are seeking a European arrest warrant for 
right-wing site founder Ilja Janitskin, a Finn living in 
Spain who is suspected of a range of crimes 
connected to MV-lehti, a right-wing, anti-immigrant 
fake news website. The site features an array of 
purported news stories with an extreme right-wing 
slant. Janitskin, a former member of the Bandidos 
motorcycle gang with an extensive criminal record, 
is suspected of a long list of offenses including 
incitement against an ethnic group, aggravated 
slander, making threats, copyright infringements, 
concealment crimes, illegal fundraising and 
gambling.  Yle


