
November-December/Marraskuu-Joulukuu 2019
Kotimaa: Homeland
Presenter: Mark Munger

For the November program, we welcome distinguished author
Mark Munger. Mark very recently published Kotimaa:
Homeland, the final book in his Finnish American trilogy. 

Preceded by Suomalaiset:
People of the Marsh
(2004) and Sukulaiset: 
The Kindred (2014),
Kotimaa completes the
story of the lives of his
Finnish and Finnish
American characters on both sides of the Atlantic. 

The historical novel/thriller tells two interwoven stories—the story 
of Finns of the early 1900s and the story of others immigrating to
Finland from Muslim countries, plus the rise of far-right populism 
in Europe and America.  

Mark is a long-time Minnesota resident, trial lawyer, district court
judge, and now a FACA member. Besides his novels, he has done
extensive research and written many essays and short stories, often
set in Minnesota. He plans to refresh us on the first two books in 
the series and introduce us to Kotimaa. 

This promises to be an interesting program. All are welcome. 
Coffee and conversation will follow.

FACA Event Cancellation Policy

If St. Paul public schools are canceled due to bad weather, then a FACA event
scheduled for that day will also be canceled. FACA members may contact any 
board member if they have a question.

Kotimaa: Homeland
Mark Munger

Friday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m.
International Institute 

of Minnesota 
1694 Como Ave., St. Paul
(across from the Fairgrounds).

Program in Brief
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President’s Message 
By Pam Rahkola

It was good to see so many members attend October’s
program. Anni Putikka is a charming storyteller!

FACA is looking for someone to take over the editorship
of the FACA newsletter from Jeanne Swope, who has
filled the position for more than seven years. She wants
to hand over all the fun to someone else. Talk with her or
one the board members if you have any interest. You will not be alone. There 
is a supporting cast behind the scenes. Every month many people are scheduled
to regularly submit articles. Darlene Esko has volunteered to continue as
graphic designer, and Jeanne has enlisted a conscientious group of volunteer
proofreaders. 

Kauneimmat Joululaulut/Joulu will take place Saturday, December 14, 
1–2:30 p.m., at Christ Church Lutheran, 3244 34th Avenue South, Minneapolis.
Mark your calendars to attend this special pre-Christmas event. See page 3 for
more information about this annual event. This year FACA is handling the café
as a mini-fundraiser. We need a number of volunteers to help with setup and
takedown and to prepare and sell the various food items. We want to schedule
everyone to work only part of the time, so that you also can enjoy the
festivities, confide in Joulupukki, and do some Christmas shopping. There 
will be hand-crafted items in the tori, and FinnStyle and several other vendors
are returning.

We need someone to lead the 2020 cultural booth at the Festival of Nations,
April 30–May 3, St. Paul RiverCentre. This year’s theme is Real People, Real
Stories, Our Minnesota Communities. The kickoff meeting is scheduled for
November 10 at the International Institute. In order to have the café, we also
need to present a cultural exhibit booth. To volunteer, please contact me or any
one of the FACA board members.

Paljon Kiitoksia!

ASI on View November 16–January 12, 2020

Step back in time with ASI’s annual holiday exhibition, this year celebrating
ASI’s 90th anniversary with Time Tested. Tradition Approved. Explore holiday
traditions more than 90 years from Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Iceland,
Finland, our Celtic Junction community guests and the American Swedish
Institute itself. The rooms of the Turnblad Mansion will be richly decorated to
reflect the holiday customs of each country and era; immerse yourself in time
and place and discover bits of the past and visions of the future. Visit
https://www.asimn.org/exhibitions-collections/exhibitions/time-tested-tradition-
approved-holidays-american-swedish

Join the Finland 100 Chorus for Joulu

The Finland 100 Chorus invites you to sign up to sing at Kauneimmat 
Joululaulut on Saturday, December 14! Rehearsals are December 2 and 9. 
We welcome our new rehearsal accompanist Craig Randal Johnson, a well-
known concert pianist, bassist and conductor who has toured extensively in the
US and Finland. Welcome new singers in all voice parts; previous experience 
is helpful, but not required, and the same goes with Finnish! More information:
email suomi100chorus@gmail.com. Signup closes on Monday, November 11.
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Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast

Don’t delay in making your reservations for the 35th
annual Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast.
Deadline for reservations is November 13. Celebrate
with us on Tuesday, November 26, at the DoubleTree by
Hilton, 7800 Normandale Blvd. in Bloomington. Seating
begins at 6:30 a.m.; the program starts at 7 a.m.

Our mission is to bring together people of Nordic heritage
(or anyone interested) to celebrate and to offer thanks for
the privileges of freedom, faith, family and friends.

• Speaking on freedom: President Joan T.A. Gabel,
University of Minnesota

• Speaking on faith: Lead Pastor Dan Collison, First
Covenant Church, Minneapolis

• Speaking on family and friends:Minnesota
Lieutenant Governor Peggy Flanagan

Musical entertainment will be provided by the Augsburg
University Cedar Singers, Ryan LaBoy, director. Senior
Journalist Don Shelby will continue his role as master 
of ceremonies.

The Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast 
continues to be a charitable event supporting Second
Harvest Heartland and Minnesota Military Family
Foundation. Please help support these charities by
donating at the breakfast.

Tickets are $30 per person or $300 per 10-person
reserved table. Reservations are required. You may
purchase tickets through Janie Ahola at
janieahola@msn.com or 651-455-6152; online at
www.sonsofnorway.com or by calling Sons of Norway
at 612-821-4640. For those with food allergies and
specific dietary restrictions, contact Janie Ahola or 
Sons of Norway.

Nordic sweaters and national costumes are highly
encouraged!

Find additional information at 
https://www.facebook.com/NATBreakfast or
https://www.sofn.com/nordic_american_thanksgiving_br
eakfast/

Kauneimmat Joululaulut and Joulu
Saturday, December 14, 2019, 1–5 p.m.

Christ Church Lutheran
3244 34th Avenue South, Minneapolis

Kauneimmat Joululaulut (1 p.m.)

At 1 p.m., Finland’s Most Beautiful Christmas Songs
(Kauneimmat Joululaulut)—old and new—will fill 
the sanctuary of Eliel Saarinen’s notable Christ Church
Lutheran. Pastor Jarmo Tarkki and church musician
Terhi Miikki-Broersma will return to Minneapolis to
lead the same music service here that will be repeated 
in hundreds of churches across Finland during
December. Joining them will be the Suomikuoro, led by
Eeva Savolainen. Pastor Tarkki is the Church of Finland
pastor for all states west of the Mississippi River in 
the U.S. and regularly serves churches in Texas and
California. Terhi Miikki-Broersma is a Sibelius
Academy graduate and church musician, now living 
in Lynden, Washington.

Joulu—Magical Finnish Christmas (2:30–5 p.m.)
Following Kauneimmat Joululaulut, Christ Church
Lutheran becomes a holiday festival with Joulu:
Magical Finnish Christmas. It includes:
• A fun-filled marketplace with Christmas shopping 

for crafts, books, CDs and gifts.
• Activities and music. 
• A visit from Joulupukki. 
• Christmas treats in the Finnish Café, with FACA

doing the baking. 
• “Holiday Homemade,” a gathering of some of our

most talented knitters, weavers and other artisans 
of handmade goods, who will offer demonstrations. 

Christmas cheer—photo taken at the 2018 Joulu Tori
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October Board Notes
By Joanne Bergman

The October 14, 2019, FACA board meeting was called 
to order at 6 p.m. at Wilder Center.

Present: Pam Rahkola, Urho Rahkola, Kathy Jorgensen,
Janie Ahola, Cristina Youngren, Louise Morgan, Kathy
Jackson and Joanne Bergman.

Minutes: Joanne will email the September minutes 
to board members to approve electronically.

Treasurer’s Report: The file transfer from Janie 
to Louise will be completed this evening.

Hospitality Chair’s Report:Marlene is currently out 
of state. We will ask FACA members to coordinate monthly
kahvi aika.

VP/Program Chair’s Report: November through May
programs are tentatively planned. Kathy is working to
secure alternate venues while the International Institute 
of Minnesota is being remodeled. Construction may begin
in February.

Kathy suggested that we present a thank-you gift, a Visa
card, to T.J. Wiatros, International Institute employee, 
for his years of cheerful, skillful assistance to FACA 
during monthly programs. Motion passed.

Salolampi Scholarship:Motion passed that we add 
a $200 four-week award, using the same criteria as for two-
week award. Another motion passed that FACA will give 
a minimum of $700 in Salolampi scholarships. See more
information in accompanying article, News about
Salolampi Scholarships.

Facebook Page: Cristina reports that the page is doing
fine. Motion passed that we will add a Code of Conduct 
to the page. 

Left to right: Cristina Youngren, Louise Morgan, 
Kathy Jorgensen, Joanne Bergman and Pam Rahkola. 
Not pictured, Marlene Moreno.

News about Salolampi Scholarships
By Kathy Jorgensen

For years, FACA has given $100–$200 each year to
villagers related to FACA members who write qualifying
essays and meet other criteria. FACA sponsors and
supports the applications to the Salolampi Foundation
“Just Because” awards. FACA has not awarded
scholarships to four-week credit campers in the past. 
The Board passed a motion to award scholarships to 
the credit applicants. 

After a discussion regarding the number of scholarships
FACA is in a financial position to present, The FACA
Board voted to award a minimum of $700 in Salolampi
scholarships. 

Joulu: Plans are underway for the Joulu celebration,
December 14. FACA will provide refreshments for 
the Joulu Café.

Ads in the Newsletter: The consensus among board
members is that FACA should not sell ads in the Uutiset.

Festival of Nations: Board and café committee members
will attend the November Festival of Nations meeting on
November 10. Important changes are to be discussed.

Newsletter Update:More members are opting to receive
the electronic edition. Non-responding complimentary
issue recipients have been dropped. We will reduce printing
from 250 to 200. Motion passed. 

Itsenäisyyspäivä (Finnish Independence Day) sauna:
Cristina will contact the Hewing Hotel about reserving 
the date for the sauna and pool. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. Next meeting: 
November 11, 6 p.m., Room 2310, Wilder Center. 

Harvey Arola shops for Finnish books 
at the October FACA program. 
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My FACA AHA! Moment
by Karen Luoma-Varichak

I have been a FACA member for many years, but mostly
only paying my dues—not an actual participant. Being 
a shy, reticent, behind-the-scenes suomalainen tyttö who
doesn’t cook, bake, speak in public—or even drink
coffee—I never volunteered to participate in providing
food or anything for “kahvi aika”…until October 18.
The surprising result—it was the first time I actually felt
like I was part of FACA.

FACA has a core group of people keeping things running
smoothly month after month, but perhaps more of us
should volunteer in any way we feel comfortable since
“many hands make light work.” I am sharing this to
encourage anyone who hasn’t participated in the FACA
structure to get involved—own it—so FACA survives
and thrives. Organizational skills you develop at FACA
can be beneficial as you prepare your resume for a future
career. If a career isn’t in the making for you—look at 
it as personal growth and the opportunity to bond with
other wonderful Finns, have fun and feel like you fit in.
Participation isn’t gender specific, so you suomalainen
poikas might like to jump in as well.

Kiitos to Marlene Moreno for her guidance and to Heidi
Barberg, who not only brought delicious baked goods,
but helped prep food and clean up along with Carole
Backman. I couldn’t have done it without you! Evelyn
Eskeli and Joanne Holley also brought treats—and your
contributions were enthusiastically received and consumed!

Recap: Child of Teuva
Notes provided by Ruth Erkkila

Anni Korpi Putikka’s book, Child of Teuva, tells about
Anni’s life in Finland and in the United States. Many 
of her essays were published in the New World Finn
and other Finnish newspapers. 

The book was compiled by her daughter Arlene Tucker
and contains copies of Anni’s original hand-written
essays, their English translations by Ivy Nevala, plus
many pictures from the family scrapbooks.

Anni recounted her vivid memory of going to her first
Christmas service with her sister, grandmother and
grandfather. Covered with blankets, they went in a sleigh
pulled by a horse. She describes the Christmas lights
along the way and the almost magical Christmas lights
and chandeliers in the church. 

Anni’s life has been busy. She started milking cows on
the farm in Finland when she was a young child and
milked cows on her farm in Sebeka until she was 88
years old. She worked in the field, cooked, cleaned the
house, and sewed clothing for her family of five
children. All the while she kept journals and wrote a
little when she had time.

Now at 91 Anni can relax a little and reflect on her life.
Arlene says that putting the book together has been great
for them both. Before, they were often so busy there
wasn’t time to have long conversations. Now, through
talking over the essays in this book, Arlene has learned
things about her mother she never knew. The book will
serve as a great resource for her grandchildren and great
grandchildren to learn about their grandmother and farm
life in Finland and here in Minnesota. 

Contact Arlene at tuck5080@yahoo.com to purchase a
book. The cost of the book is $25, plus $6 USA postage
if shipped. Anni and Arlene are graciously donating all
profits from its sale to the Salolampi Foundation for the
Finnish Language Village in Bemidji.

Anni Korpi Putikka and
daughter Arlene Tucker

In Memoriam

Jon Walfred Ketokoski, age
76, of Golden Valley, passed
away September 25, 2019.
Preceded in death by mother
Lily Heberlein and father 
Walfred Ketokoski. Survived
by wife Linda; daughter
Jaana (Tom) Lindborg;
grandchildren Anders, Britta,
and Berit; sisters Linda (Gary) Mason, Elissa
DellaRocca, and Julie (David) Poupore. Jon was a
devoted hockey grandpa; ice and snow never kept him
from attending a game. He also was the “answer man
and travel planner” for many of his friends. He will be
sorely missed. Funeral service was held October 24 at
Lakewood Cemetery Chapel. Please send memorials 
to Park Nicollet Methodist Hospice or the American
Cancer Society.
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Commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of Finland/US diplomatic relations and 
acquire a chance for a trip to Finland 

2019 marks the third of three significant 100th
anniversaries for Finland, this time the start of Finland/
US diplomatic relations. Finland declared independence
in 1917, but the USA did not recognize Finland officially
until 1919. That declaration enabled Finland to open an
embassy in Washington, D.C. and maintain consulates
elsewhere in the USA. Finnish immigrants were defined
as Finnish citizens living in America. 

FinnFest USA has been marking these anniversaries
starting in 2017, when President Sauli Niinistö attended
its festival in Minneapolis.

FinnFest USA sold buttons in honor of this anniversary
at its 2019 festival, and sales will continue through
February 1, 2020. Each button will give you a chance 
to win a trip to Finland to attend the 2020 festival, 
the first of several offers FinnFest USA will make 
to help with costs. 

Purchase a $5 button. Wearing it creates opportunities 
to tell other Americans about this partnership. Purchase
five for $20. Give the buttons and chances to win the trip
to Finland to family and friends. Use them as a
Thanksgiving dinner favor or as a stocking stuffer for
Christmas. Make checks payable to FinnFest USA
Events and send to: 

FinnFest USA
Attn: Sharon Somero, Treasurer

10609 W. River Road
Brooklyn Park, MN 55443

Reception for Honorary Consul of Finland 

On October 23, a reception took place to honor
Marianne Wargelin as she concludes her tenure as
Finland’s Honorary Consul in Minnesota, and to
congratulate Elaine Kumpula as she takes on her
exciting new role succeeding Marianne. Marianne
completes more than two decades of outstanding service
as Honorary Consul, which exceeds that of most consuls
in the USA. Besides the standard Honorary Consul
duties, her tenure is marked by many leadership roles,
including President of FinnFest since 2004. 

Elaine is a partner at Faegre Baker Daniels LLP. Her
specialty is immigration law, and she has years of
service within the local Finnish-American community.

About 100 people from across the Finnish-American
community in Minnesota turned out for the reception, in
the Faegre Baker Daniels office in Minneapolis. Deputy
Consul General of Finland, New York, Maria Halava-
Napoles attended. Representatives from many
organizations were asked to share a few words of
appreciation, thanking Marianne for her contributions
and describing how she made a difference: 
• Global Minnesota and former Secretary of State—

Mark Ritchie
• University of Minnesota—Dr. James Parente
• Minnesota Consular Corps—Bruce Karstadt
• City of Minneapolis and Minneapolis/Kuopio Sister City

program—Bill Deef
• Finlandia Foundation—Betsey Norgard
• Finnish American Cultural Association—Kathy Jorgensen

(with input from Pam Rahkola)
• St. Anthony Village/Salo Sister City Program—

Ruth Anne Marks
• Finnish American Chamber of Commerce—Risto Sivula

Marianne and Elaine addressed the well-wishers.
Concluding remarks were given by Deputy Consul
General Maria Halava-Napoles. Marianne transferred
the Honorary Consul Seal to Elaine, and social time
followed the ceremony.

Conversational Finnish Class
Tuesdays, (NEW TIME) 12:30–2 p.m.

St. Anthony Library
Corner of Como and Carter Avenue

St. Paul
Everyone is welcome.

For more information, please call
Urho Rahkola at 651-429-3319.
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Nov. 9. Soile Anderson and Eleanor Ostman will present
a program about Finnish food at the Finnish Genealogy
Group of Minnesota. Plymouth Lutheran Church, 11015
Old County Road 15, Plymouth, 9:30 a.m. These local
Finnish food celebrities will talk about the food of our
Finnish ancestors, food of Finnish America, and food in
Finland today. Their new cookbook will be available for
sale. Guests are welcome. 

Nov. 11. Last Day to sign up for Suomi 100 Chorus, to
perform at Kauneimmat Joululaulut. See page 2.

Nov. 15. FACA program. International Institute of
Minnesota. 1694 Como Ave., St. Paul (across from the
Fairgrounds), 7 p.m. Visitors welcome! 

Nov. 26. Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast.
DoubleTree by Hilton, 7800 Normandale Blvd.,
Bloomington. See page 3.

Dec. 6. Itsenäisyyspäivä: Finland’s Independence Day
celebration. Check FinnSource.org for place and time.

Dec. 7. Pikkujoula in Cokato. 3:30 p.m., lighting of
candles at the Finnish cemetery, 4:30 p.m, potluck dinner
at Cokato Township Hall. Come enjoy the Finnish
celebration. Contact Heidi Barberg for more details.
Phone 320-286-5823.

Dec. 8. 39th Annual Pikkujoulu in Duluth. Holiday Inn,
200 W. 1st St., Duluth, 12:30 p.m. This event is
sponsored by Minnesota Finnish American Historical
Society–Lakehead Chapter. Begins with a Finnish dinner,
followed by a program by Steve Solkela and his
Overpopulated One-Man Band and the Jarvenpää
Singers. Joulupukki will attend. Doors open at 11:45 a.m.
Tickets will be available for sale from October 28 to
December 2. Adults $23; children under 10, $14. Tickets
prepaid. Please make checks payable to MFAHS. Sorry,
no refunds. Call Donna, 218-590-8655; George, 
218-464-2431; or email Arlene at tuck5080@yahoo.com.
Seating is 8 per table. If you want to sit with friends,
please order tickets at the same time. Come celebrate
your Finnish heritage. Tervetuloa—Welcome to
everyone!

Dec. 14. Kauneimmat Joululaulut and Joulu. Christ
Church Lutheran, 3244 34th Ave. S., Minneapolis.1 p.m.
Kauneimmat Joululaulut (“the most beautiful Christmas
songs”) program, begins at 1 p.m. in the church
sanctuary. The eighth annual Joulu (magical Finnish
Christmas) is 2:30–5 p.m. with music, gifts, foods and
fun for the whole family. Meet Joulupukki, shop for gifts,
and have a treat from the Joulu Café. Sponsored by
FinnSource, FACA, Suomi-koulu, and others in the
Finnish community. See page 3.

Dec. 16. Deadline to send articles and calendar items to
facaeditor@gmail.com. Help the editing staff to
painlessly weave editing, proofreading and layout duties
around their holiday festivities.

November/December 2019 Calendar Hauska joulua ja onnelista uutta vuotta!
Jan. 17. FACA program. International Institute of

Minnesota. 1694 Como Ave., St. Paul (across from 
the Fairgrounds.), 7 p.m. Visitors welcome! 

August 16–21, 2020. FinnFest. FinnFest returns to Finland
for its 2020 festival. Watch for details in the new year!

Tuesdays. Finnish Conversation Group. St. Anthony
Park Library, Como and Carter Avenues, St. Paul.
12:30–2 p.m. More information: Urho Rahkola, 
651-429-3319.

Thursdays. Kisarit Finnish American Folk Dancers.
St. Sahag Armenian Church, 203 N. Howell Street, 
St. Paul. 7 p.m. The group does not meet during holidays.
New members welcome. More information: Dan Salin,
763-544-1441.

Fridays. Keskustelutunti. Finnish Conversation Group.
Bordertown Coffee, 315 16th Ave. SE, Minneapolis, 
12 noon.

FACA Membership
A one-year membership for $25 provides you with
eight issues of this newsletter, plus other benefits. To
subscribe or renew, complete this form and mail with
your check to FACA, P.O. Box 580708, Minneapolis,
MN 55458-0708. (Check your email message for a
membership expiration warning or your mailing label
for an expiration date.)

Name ______________________________________

Email ______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________

Phone ______________________________________

I prefer to receive my FACA Uutiset (please check one)

q electronic copy via email q paper copy 
[Note: choosing the email copy saves FACA both printing 
costs and postage.]

2018 Joulu Tori



• Hosting FACA’s October program were Carole
Backman, Heidi Barberg, Joanne Holley and Karen
Luoma-Varichak, who prepared a delicious array of
treats for coffee time. “Thank you all so much and
also thank you to Evelyn Eskeli for bringing
chocolate cookies,” says Marlene Moreno.

• Two ways of measuring wealth:
> Finland ranks 62nd in the world by GDP (255.976

million international dollars). The top 10 countries
by GDP (PPP) are China, United States, India,
Japan, Germany, Russia, Indonesia, Brazil, United
Kingdom and France.

> Finland ranks 15th in the world by nominal 
GDP per capita (45,927 US$). The top 10 
countries by GDP (nominal) per capita are
Luxembourg, Switzerland, Macau, Norway, 
Iceland, Ireland, Qatar, United States, Singapore,
Denmark and Australia.

• According to WHO, Finland has the cleanest air of
the EU countries and the third cleanest air in the
world after Canada and Iceland. Most electricity is
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produced in an environmentally friendly manner in
Finland. Finland has such clean air because it has a
thick green cover of forests and trees. It has more
forest in comparison to any European country. 

• The Finnish Meteorological Institute is participating
in NASA’s next Mars mission.

• Sushi has taken hold in Finland, especially in
Helsinki. Luckiefun’s sushi buffet can now be found
at three locations in Helsinki and at one in Vantaa.
The restaurant at Fredrikinkatu 49 in Helsinki’s
center looks modern and seems to follow the clean
lines of Scandinavian design, and an aquarium adds
to a pleasant atmosphere. Luckiefun’s restaurants are
very family friendly. The Fredrikinkatu location, for
example, offers enough space between the tables to
let a pram through (and for the kids to even run
around a bit) as well as a changing table in the
bathroom.

Items were gathered from This Is Finland, Helsinki
Times, and Good News from Finland.

Pieniä Paloja—Short news items from Finland


