
November–December/Marraskuu–Joulukuu 2016

Finnish Television: “In Between”
PRESENTER:  DR. MARI PAJALA

Government of Finland/David and Nancy Speer Visiting 
Professor in Finnish Studies at the University of Minnesota

Dr. Mari Pajala will provide us with a fascinating glimpse into
the development of television broadcasting in Finland after
World War II. Finnish television, much like Finland itself, was
situated between the West and the East during the postwar era.
The first television broadcaster in Finland was a commercial
company (unusual in Europe). Finnish television featured American entertainment from the beginning. 
At the same time, Finnish television collaborated with television organizations in socialist Eastern
Europe. How did this in-between position shape Finnish television culture? 

Mari says, “I was born in Vaasa and spent my childhood and school years in Oulu, Ylivieskä and
Kajaani. My parents, who are both from a small place called Kälviä in central Ostrobothnia, thought it
was good not to be too stuck in one place! However, after moving to Turku for University, I’ve ended 
up living there ever since.”

She now holds a position as a senior lecturer in Media Studies. Her PhD thesis explored how ideas
about Finnishness have developed around the popular television show, the Eurovision Song Contest,
which began in the 1960s. She is interested in how contemporary television programs interpret Finnish
history and how Finnish media represent gender and class. Her current research is on connections

between Finnish television and television in socialist countries
during the Cold War era. 

In her free time, she likes to do yoga, go to the cinema,
sing in a choir and spend time at her family’s summer cottage
near Orivesi.  

Coffee and conversation will follow the program.

FACA Event Cancellation Policy

If St. Paul public schools are canceled due to bad weather, then a
FACA event scheduled for that day will also be canceled. FACA 
members may contact any board member if they have a question.

Program in Brief

Finnish Television: “In Between”
Dr. Mari Pajala

Friday, November 18, 7 p.m.
International Institute 

of Minnesota
1694 Como Ave., St. Paul

(Across from the Fairgrounds)
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President’s Message 
By Gene Ollila

Finally, some cooler weather—but picking beans and
tomatoes at the end of October? I guess we just have to
put up with it. We had the opportunity to see exquisite
tamarack golden yellow coloration when in Zim in mid-
October, along with a terrific full moon across a bog. It
was very quiet, a change from the mix of noises of the
city. Today I’m enjoying a look at the website
woodenskis.com, which has interesting versions of
wood skis. I remember my old homemade wooden skis
that I used in the woods in deep snow when I was a kid. I’m not certain they
could take the flex and torque nowadays, sixty or more years later! 

Find information about upcoming major events in the calendar and articles 
later in this issue. I want to point out that the Nordic American Thanksgiving
Breakfast is headed this year by Finland. A good year to attend! And at this
time, Eeva Savolainen is still looking for tenors and basses for the Finnish
Choir project. See finnsource.org/2016/10/choir-project-news/ to 
learn more.

The theme for the 2017 Festival of Nations, May 4–7, is “Ceremonies
and Rituals.” You will hear more about the planning for this festival, the
Finland100 celebration and FinnFest USA 2017 in the new year. 

Finally, we need people to sign up for providing treats at our next two
programs. If no one does, only coffee will be served. Please call me if you 
wish to provide this valuable service. 

Kiitos paljon and looking forward to exciting events over the next year!

Last Chance to Attend the Nordic American 
Thanksgiving Breakfast

There’s still time to make your reservation for the Nordic American
Thanksgiving Breakfast. Ticket deadline is Wednesday, Nov. 16. The breakfast
takes place Tuesday, Nov. 22, in the Grand Ballroom of the DoubleTree by
Hilton, 7800 Normandale Boulevard, Bloomington. Seating begins at 6:30 a.m.,
and the program commences at 7 a.m.

This year, the breakfast is sponsored by the Finns and the Honorary Consul of
Finland, K. Marianne Wargelin. Speakers include Minnesota Orchestra music
director Osmo Vänskä, journalist Mary Lahammer and State Senator John
Marty. Emcee is Don Shelby. The Augsburg Choir (conducted by Mark Sedio)
performs a song in Finnish. Cardamom rolls will be served, and traditional
Finnish costumes, sweaters, scarves and jewelry are highly welcome!

The NATB is a charitable event supporting two charities: Second Harvest
Heartland and Minnesota Military Family Foundation. Reservations are
required and can be purchased from Janie Ahola 651-455-6152 or
janieahola@msn.com; or at sonsofnorway.com; or by calling Sons of Norway at
612-821-4640. Tickets are $25 per person or $250 per 10-person, reserved table.
Students pay $20 per person. 
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Joulu—Magical Finnish Christmas
By Betsey Norgard

Mark your calendars!
The fifth annual
Joulu—Magical
Finnish Christmas
will take place on
Saturday, Dec. 10, 
11 a.m.–4 p.m., at
Christ Church
Lutheran, 3244 34th
Ave. S., Minneapolis.

The Twin Cities
Finnish community is
celebrating Finnish
Christmas traditions,
and we’re inviting
neighbors and friends
to join us.

Holiday Christmas
Buffet—Noon–
2 p.m. This is the
only event that
requires a ticket.
Enjoy the Deco
Catering’s elegant
Pikkujoulu dinner of Finnish traditional holiday foods—
Christmas ham, breads, salmon platter, a variety of
herrings, rosolli (beet salad), lanttulaatikko (rutabaga
casserole), porkkanalaatikko (carrot casserole),
perunalaatikko (potato casserole), etc. Tickets: adults
$39; children ages 5–12, $17.50; and children under 5,
free. To reserve call 651-646-3715 or online at
http://christmas-buffet2016.eventbrite.com. The deadline
to reserve is 11 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 2. 

Kauneimmat Joululaulut (Most Beautiful Christmas
Songs) sing-along program at 3 p.m. Join with Finns
around the world singing favorite traditional and new
songs from the same songbook. The offering taken for
the Finnish Mission Society supports global projects that
promote peace and provide basic help to people in need.

Joulutori (Marketplace), 11 a.m.–3 p.m. is a great place
to do some Christmas shopping. In the Finnish Café,
enjoy Christmas tarts; pulla (cardamom bread),
Christmas cookies and torte; coffee, tea and juice during
the day. Drop in on kids activities during the afternoon.
Enter the Wreath Design Contest—create your own
wreath for “Magical Finnish Christmas” to bring for
decoration during the afternoon at Joulu and 
to take home.

Most events are free. Please consider making a
donation—only with your donations can Joulu remain 
a free community event for friends and families. 

For additional information, visit joulumn.org or call 
651-270-9784. Joulu is cosponsored by FACA,
Finlandia Foundation Twin Cities, Finnish American
Chamber of Commerce Minnesota, AlwaysMod,
Minnesotan Suomi-koulu/Finnish Language School of
Minnesota, and the Honorary Consulate of Finland, all
in partnership with Christ Church Lutheran. 

Learn More about Your Finnish Ancestors

If you wonder about your family in Finland long ago,
come to the Finnish Genealogy Group of Minnesota
Research Day and Potluck Lunch on Nov. 26. Bring the
family information you already know and learn how to
discover more. Tables will be set up to address a variety
of research interests, with a knowledgeable genealogist
in charge of each. Fun and fascinating! Nonmembers are
always welcome. 

Location: Apostolic Lutheran Church, 11015 Old
County Road 15, Plymouth. Research Day hours are 
10 a.m. to approximately 2 p.m. 

Did you know that ginger cookies
became popular at Christmas
because they can be baked well
ahead of time and only improve in
flavor as Christmas nears? Buy
some at Joulu to bake at home.

FACA Membership
A one-year membership for $25 provides you with
nine issues of this newsletter, plus other benefits. To
subscribe or renew, complete this form and mail with
your check to FACA, P.O. Box 580708, Minneapolis,
MN 55458-0708. (Check the mailing label for 
membership expiration date.)

Name_______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________

Phone ______________________________________

Email_______________________________________

http://christmas-buffet2016.eventbrite.com


Finnish American Cultural Activities, Inc. 4

Celebrate Independence Day on Dec. 6
By Betsey Norgard

Join the Finnish community for a program and reception
to celebrate Independence Day on Tuesday, Dec. 6, 
7 p.m., at Christ Church Lutheran, 3244 34th Ave. S.,
Minneapolis.

The program includes a talk by Mari Pajala, the
Government of Finland/David and Nancy Speer Visiting
Professor of Finnish Studies at the University of
Minnesota. She is a senior lecturer in Media Studies at
the University of Turku. She will talk about her research
on Independence Day television from the 1960s to 2010.
In addition, enjoy music, the traditional Independence
Day message from President Niinistö, and songs to
celebrate the occasion.

A Finnish coffee table and reception follow. Suggested
donation: $10 general, $5 for Finlandia Foundation 
Twin Cities members and students. For information, 
call 651-270-9784.

Pikkujoulu in Cokato
By Heidi Barberg

The Cokato Finnish Historical Society is celebrating
Pikkujoulu on Saturday, Dec. 3. Meet at 3:30 p.m. at the
Finnish cemetery on County Road 100 for the lighting of
the candles at family graves, a traditional and beautiful
ceremony. At 4:30 p.m., join the pot luck supper at the
Cokato Township Hall for an evening of fellowship,
celebration of Finnish Independence Day, good food,
coffee and music, and Christmas story books. For more
information, call Heidi at 320-286-5823.

Winter Wonderland in Embarrass

Christmas at the Nelimark Homestead museum in
Embarrass takes place Nov. 11–12, then again on 
Dec. 9–10. The times each day are 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 

This year’s theme is “Winter Wonderland.” The museum
will be decorated for the holidays, with Christmas foods,
craft items and other ethnic gifts available for purchase.
Place these gifts under your tree or fill those stockings!

The Nelimark Homestead museum is located in
Embarrass, across highway 21 from the Timber Hall. 

Conversational Finnish Class
Tuesdays, 4–5:30 p.m.
St. Anthony Library

Corner of Como and Carter Avenue
St. Paul

Everyone is welcome.
For more information, please call
Urho Rahkola at 651-429-3319.

Public Lecture in Honor of Finland 100 

Pirjo Markkola, Professor of History, 
University of Tampere, Finland

Carlson Hall, American Swedish Institute
Jan. 11, 2017, 7 p.m.

Gender History in the Nordic Countries: Strong
Women, Woman-friendly Welfare State and Other
Scandinavian Stereotypes Revisited

The Nordic Countries are known for women’s high labor
force participation, women’s relatively visible role in
politics and the institutional welfare states that aim at
promoting gender equality. Even if the position of
women in international comparisons has been
characterized as very strong, Nordic gender relations
show some striking paradoxes. Gender segregation at the
labor market is high. Women still seem to face a glass
ceiling in both the private and the public sector, and
violence against women occurs more commonly than
would be expected. 

To mark the 110th anniversary of the first female
Members of Parliament in Finland in 1907, and the
100th anniversary of Finnish independence, Markkola
will discuss women and gender using a wide angle
Nordic lens that will include all five Nordic countries
(Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden). 

Start of Exhibit—
The Finnish Christmas Room 

Nov. 11, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
American Swedish Institute ASI
2600 Park Avenue, Minneapolis.

American Swedish Institute’s five Christmas rooms are
open; FinnSource will be present in the Finnish-themed
room on Nov. 11. Come check it out.
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Board Notes
By Dennis Halme

Left to right:  Dennis Halme, Gene Ollila, 
Phillip Erickson and Janie Ahola.

The October board meeting took place at Keys
Restaurant in Roseville on Tuesday, Oct. 18, at 
11:30 a.m. All members attended: Janie Ahola, Phillip
Erickson, Dennis Halme and President Gene Ollila. 

Gene Ollila called the meeting to order and distributed
an agenda. The minutes of the September meeting were
approved. Janie Ahola presented the treasurer’s report.
Dennis Halme agreed to assume duties of secretary for
the current year.

Under old business, the first item discussed was the
Festival of Nations and FACA’s continued participation
in the Finnish café. We decided to bring up these
questions at the next general meeting: Will we continue
to have the café? Will Kathryn Hill continue to manage
it? Among other topics, we discussed the FinnSource.org
website and whether to continue the search for two new
board members.

Under new business, we discussed the Nordic American
Scandinavian Breakfast scheduled for Nov. 22.

The meeting adjourned at 1 p.m. Next board meeting:
Tuesday, Nov. 15, 11 a.m., Keys Restaurant, Roseville.

“Martin Luther: Art 
and the Reformation”—through Jan. 15

For the first time ever, this extraordinary exhibit of
artwork and historical objects travels outside Germany
to the Minneapolis Institute of Art. The show tells the
story of Martin Luther who, 500 years ago, took a stand
that shook Europe and changed the world through the
Reformation. The exhibition includes paintings,
sculpture, gold, textiles and works on paper, as 
well as Luther’s personal possessions and recent
archaeological finds. 

On Saturday, Jan. 14, a lecture, “Martin Luther’s
Reformation Impact on Nordic Europe: Finland and its
Evolution to Independence in 1917,” will be presented
by Prof. Pirjo Markkola, University of Tampere. It is
sponsored by the Government of Finland/David and
Nancy Speer Visiting Professor in Finnish Studies at the
University of Minnesota. The lecture is free, but tickets
are required because of limited space—reserve soon to
be assured a place. Go to artsmia.org or 612-870-3000.

Exhibition: Oct. 30 through Sunday, Jan. 15, 2017.
Minneapolis Institute of Arts, 2400 Third Ave. S.,
Minneapolis. Exhibition tickets $20 ($16 MIA
members). Reserve tickets at artsmia.org or call 
612-870-3000.

In Memoriam

Bert W. Johnson of
Burnsville passed away
peacefully on Sept. 29 at
age 80. Bert was a long-
time FACA member
whom we also remember
as a regular volunteer in
the Finnish Café at the
Festival of Nations. He is
preceded in death by
parents Arthur and Mayme, brother Ronald and
grandson Joshua. He is survived by Anita, his wife of 
51 years; children Corinna (Charles), Steven (Evelyn),
Andrew (Margaret), Matthew (Katie); and grandchildren
Jamie, Jennifer, Nathaniel, Conner, Kacia, Simon, Ava
and Quinn and great-grandchildren Mercedes, Logan,
Dakota and Blake. A memorial service was held on 
Oct. 4 at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville. 
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An American Teenager in Finland
By Urho Rahkola

Emma Mulhern, a current Highland Park senior who was
a foreign exchange student in Finland last year, was our
speaker in October. She wore a vest sporting more than
100 pins, the result of trading with other exchange
students and Finns. She talked about Rotary
International, the program under which she studied
abroad, and her many experiences in Finland, illustrated
by photos and maps. 

Emma arrived in Finland in August, along with about
100 other Rotary International students from around the
world. They spent the first week at an orientation camp
in Karkku. Her host families picked her up from Karkku
and drove her to her new home in Alajärvi, a city of
about 10,000 residents located in southern Ostrobothnia.
Among other activities before school began, she
watched a pesäpallo game and visited an amusement
park in Alahärmä.

At her high school, Alajärven Lukio, Emma was the 
only foreign exchange student out of 130 students. 
Some accommodation was made by giving her some
translated materials for her history classes. Emma took
classes from mathematics and physics to Finnish and
English classes. The most difficult class for her was
physics, because she felt the other students had a better
learning base.

Emma played hockey on a boys team that had two other
girls. To thank them for supporting her on the team,
Emma contacted the Minnesota Wild and got t-shirts and
pins for her happy teammates. A school social event,
Vanhojen Tanssit (Elder’s Dance), is similar to prom
here in Minnesota, except that the students practice and
perform dances for family and friends. During those
practices, Emma learned how to waltz, tango and more.

The Rotary brought the exchange students together on
several trips during the year. They traveled north to
Muonio and Rovaniemi, where the students met
reindeer, huskies and Santa Claus. Another trip went 
to St. Petersburg. The group’s guide spoke English, and
Emma was able to translate the information to Finnish
for a Japanese exchange student who did not speak much
English! After school ended, the Rotary students took
another trip, visiting places in Denmark, France,
Germany, Italy and Monaco.

Emma also traveled
with her host
families. They
visited Helsinki,
Hämeenlinna and
Lappajärvi. Emma
lived with four
different host
families to
experience daily
lives in Finland. Her
first two families
were related, so she
was moving to new
“relatives.” The last
host family lived on
a farm with about 50
cows, so she was
able to learn a little
farm work.

During Q and A,
Emma said that she was struck by how Finns respond in
conversation. Instead of “uh-huh” or various words
Americans use to indicate they are listening and
understand someone who is talking, the Finns do 
more of a “mmm.” The audience of 60 gave a hearty 
and well-deserved applause to the young lady to
conclude the evening.

Diane Jarvenpa: 
“The Way She Told Her Story”
By Phillip Erickson

The FACA September program had as its speaker Diane
Jarvenpa. Diane is a singer, songwriter, musician,
author—a multitalented woman! She showed a new
video that combined music, voice and beautiful visuals.
Through her work she addresses the rigors of long
distances and change in the lives of immigrant women
over the years, challenges that her own family
experienced and navigated. Diane read from her 
own poetry. 

After the program, we had an opportunity to examine
and purchase from an assortment of her CDs and books,
most recently Divining the Landscape; Ancient Wonders,
the Modern World and The Tender Wild Things
(the latter from New Rivers Press) which received 
the Midwest Independent Publishers Association 
book award. 

Emma wore her vest with all the
international pins for our program.
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Events Calendar

Nov. 5–30. Birth of the Bird. Oiva Toikka birds at
Iverson’s Imports, Miracle Mile Mall, 5101 Excelsior
Blvd., St. Louis Park. Representatives from Iittala will
be on hand Nov. 19.

Nov. 11, 12 and Dec. 9, 10. Christmas at the Nelimark
Homestead Museum, Embarrass. “Winter
Wonderland” at 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. each day.
Christmas foods, craft items and gifts. Across 
Highway 21 from Timber Hall. See page 4.

Nov. 11–Jan. 8. A Nordic Christmas: Celebrations of
Light. The Christmas rooms at the American Swedish
Institute are back again! Includes Finnish Room. 2600
Park Ave., Minneapolis. For more information:
asimn.org/. See page 4.

Nov. 15. Minnesota Wild vs. Calgary Flames (and
Jyrki Jokipakka). Reserved seating and pregame event.
Finnish American Chamber of Commerce. Xcel
Energy Center, 199 W. Kellogg Blvd., St. Paul. 
5:30 p.m. Information at jsipila8@gmail.com.

Nov. 18. Monthly FACA program. International
Institute of Minnesota, 1694 Como Ave., St. Paul, 
7 p.m. 

Nov. 22. 32nd Annual Nordic American Thanksgiving
Breakfast. Grand Ballroom of the DoubleTree by
Hilton, 7800 Normandale Blvd., Bloomington. See
page 2.

Nov. 26. Research Day and Potluck Lunch. Finnish
Genealogy Group of Minnesota. Nonmembers
welcome. Bring the family information you know and
learn how to discover more. Apostolic Lutheran
Church, 11015 Old County Road 15, Plymouth.  
See page 3. 

Dec. 3. Pikkujoulu in Cokato. 3:30 p.m., lighting
candles at the Finnish cemetery, Co. Rd. 100. 
4:30 p.m., potluck dinner and celebration in the Cokato
Township Hall. More information: Heidi Barberg at
320-286-5823. See page 4.

Dec. 6. Finnish Independence Day. 7 p.m., Christ
Church Lutheran, 3244 34th Ave. S., Minneapolis.
Suggested donation: $10 general; $5 FFTC members
and students. For information: 651-270-9784. 
See page 3.

Dec. 10. Joulu: Magical Finnish Christmas. 11 a.m.–
4 p.m. Christ Church Lutheran, 3244 34th Ave. S.,
Minneapolis. See page 3.

Dec. 18. Finland 100 Minnesota. Nordic Choirs
Christmas Concert at Mindekirken, 2 p.m., Norwegian
Lutheran Memorial Church, 924 E. 21st St., Minneapolis.
For more information, see
finnsource.org/2016/17/choir-project-news/.

Dec. 19. Submission deadline for January Uutiset.
Send articles or calendar items to facaeditor@gmail.com.
This early deadline is meant to help all of us fit
newsletter writing and production into (or finish with
these activities before) holiday festivities.

Hauskaa  Jou l ua  j a  
Onne l l i s t a  Uut ta  V uot t a!

Jan. 11. Finland 100 Lecture. Prof. Pirjo Markkola,
University of Tampere, “Women in the Nordic
Countries.” Political achievements and gender
barriers. American Swedish Institute, 2600 Park 
Ave. S, Minneapolis, 7 p.m. See page 4.

Jan. 13, 14. Minnesota Orchestra concerts featuring
Finnish works. Besides the headlined Dvorak Cello
Concerto, Osmo Vänskä will conduct Geija, Chinese
Images for Orchestra, by Kalevi Aho; and Jean
Sibelius’ Symphony No. 5. For more information:
minnesotaorchestra.org.

Jan. 14, 2017. Finland 100 Lecture. Prof. Pirjo
Markkola, University of Tampere, “Martin
Luther’s Reformation Impact on Nordic Europe:
Finland and Its Evolution to Independence in
1917,” Minneapolis Institute of Art, 2400 3rd Ave., S.
See page 5.

Through Jan. 15, 2017. Martin Luther: Art and the
Reformation. Minneapolis Institute of Art, 2400 3rd
Ave., S., Minneapolis. Exhibition tickets $20 ($16
MIA members). Information: new.artsmia.org. 
See page 5.

Jan. 20. Monthly FACA program. International
Institute of Minnesota, 1694 Como Ave., St. Paul, 
7 p.m. 

Sept. 21–24. FinnFest USA 2017. Minneapolis, in
conjunction with the Minnesota Orchestra’s weekend
of Finnish music Sept. 22–23. Hold the date—more
information coming in early 2017.

Tuesdays. Finnish Conversation Group. St. Anthony
Park Library, 2245 Como Ave., St. Paul, 4 p.m.
Information: Urho Rahkola, 651-429-3319.

Thursdays. Kisarit Finnish American Folk Dancers.
St. Sahag Armenian Church, 203 N. Howell St., St.
Paul, 7 p.m. The group does not meet during holidays.
New members welcome. Call Dan 763-544-1441.

Fridays. Finns at the U of M Conversation Hour.
Bordertown Coffee, 315 16th Ave. SE, Minneapolis.
For more information or to check on meeting day/time:
karvo001@umn.edu.
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Oppitunti Outdoors
by Urho Rahkola

Clockwise from left: Urho Rahkola, Joanne Bergman,
Jeanne Swope, Steve Maki, David Karvonen, Matti 
Huupponen and Emma Mulhern.

One Tuesday in mid-October, we had an opportunity to
meet outside the library. The weather was nice. The
library staff in the St. Anthony Park Library were drying
some carpets in the downstairs area, and the exercise
class that meets before us held their session on the lawn
in front of the library. I asked if we could take a table
outside and use the chairs that the exercise people 
were using, and the librarian said yes. This was 
probably a one-time occurrence. Joanne Karvonen
snapped this picture.

WANTED

Two individuals have been seen around FACA who have
volunteered for some events, attended many programs,
seem to be interested in what’s going on and are asking
questions about how FACA could work better. Very
talented people with good ideas to help FACA continue
to be a good organization! They’re intent on helping any
way they can. If you know one of these two individuals,
contact Richard Harju, richardharju@gmail.com, 
(763-784-9522), or Urho Rahkola, rahkola.urho@
comcast.net (651-429-3319). They will follow up to see
if these people are willing to serve on the board.


