
May–June/Toukokuu–Kesäkuu 2020
As beautiful Spring settles in Minnesota, we continue cautiously isolating and keeping our social distances. We appreciate
family, community, nature, and all that we have around us during this challenging time. While not prudent to gather for
programs, it’s an opportune time to remember, via video, some of the entertaining programs from the past few years.

“Finntown—A Window into a Unique 
Minneapolis Community” 

In lieu of our May program, we are bringing back (via video) this popular
program, presented April 2018 by our friends from the Finnish Genealogy
Group—John Hanson, Joan Dwyer, and Mark Lahtinen. This presentation is
based on a guided tour they gave in 2016 of Finntown in North Minneapolis.
Finntown served as an important waypoint and migrant center for Finnish
immigrants in the late 1800s and developed into a vibrant Finnish-American
community in the 20th century. https://kjjorgensen.smugmug.com/Suomi-
Finland/FACA-Programs/Apr-2018-FACA-Program-FinnTown/

“Ole & the Ice Scrapers” 

Until mid-May you can still view Ole’s fun parodies, presented
January 2019, of familiar rock tunes at
https://kjjorgensen.smugmug.com/suomi-Finland/FACA-
Programs/Jan-2019/. If you haven’t seen them yet, I encourage 
you to brighten your day by giving them a toe-tappin’ listen.

“FACA Video Collection—
A Few Memories from 2018–2020”

While looking back at past programs, we also pulled together video snippets we recorded.
https://kjjorgensen.smugmug.com/Suomi-Finland/FACA-Programs/FACA-VIDEO-Memories-Collection-from-
Programs-2018-2020. Included are: Eric Peltoniemi, Jonathan Rundman, Laskiainen Celebrations with Finn Hall,
Kisarit, Sauna Bucket Award, Crosstown Community Band, and Anni Puttika—“A Child of Teuva”.

**Access will be open to the
Finntown Minneapolis and to
the VIDEO Collection videos
only until mid-June. 

by Kathy Jorgensen
Get yourself a good cup of
coffee and enjoy in the comfort
of your own home!

Finntown Intersection

Above: Ole & the Ice
Scrapers: Larry Tepo (Ole),
Ron Parker (Sven) and Dan
Johnson (Lars).

First on left: Anni Putikka;
second on left: Eric 
Peltoniemi.
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President’s Message
By Pam Rahkola

Terveisiä kaikille—My greetings to all of you in
this, my last president’s column. My three years 
on the FACA board have gone fast. Kathy Jorgensen
and I will be stepping down from our positions at
the end of May, but we will continue as active
FACA members.

For those who know me, being “up front” is not my
forte. It’s been a stretch! I prefer to work behind the scenes, though as Urho can
attest, not always quietly!

FACA currently has a good group of four continuing board members. However, 
we still need two additional people to join this year’s board. Contact one of 
the board members listed on the left-hand side of this page with questions 
or to volunteer.

FACA has gone through many changes over the years. It remains one of the central
organizations promoting Finnish-related events in the Twin Cities. FACA needs
your help moving forward. We are always looking for enthusiasm and fresh ideas.
We all understand that everyone has lives outside of FACA.

We are grateful that Jodi Hyrkas has stepped forward to become our new FACA
Uutiset editor, replacing long serving editor Jeanne Swope. Thank you both for 
past and/or future service.

The Uutiset goes into its summer break; as usual, there are no summer programs.
We’ll be back in September! This newsletter is a collaborated effort put together 
by many individuals. Thanks once again to Jeanne Swope and Darlene Esko for
their time, effort and patience!

Toivotan teille monia miellyttäviä kesäpäiviä, kunnes
palaamme takaisin syyskuussa. Kiitoksia paljon!

New Uutiset Editor

Jodi Hyrkas has volunteered to become our new
FACA editor starting with our September issue. 
She has introduced herself with the following: 

“My name is Jodi Hyrkas. I was born into a Finnish
American family in Upper Michigan. Both of my
grandfathers were copper miners for a time. One of 
my first paying jobs was making squeaky cheese 
with Gramma Helmi in her licensed kitchen. Her
leipäjuusto was sold in local grocery stores as well as
for weddings, funerals, graduations and parties of every kind. In the 1990s 
I attended the University of Minnesota where I took Finnish language classes from
Tuulikki Sinks. My five children share a passion for all things Finnish. The oldest
three attend college, and one of them studies at Finlandia University. Two daughters
are still at home. I currently work as a trainer at UPS. Now that my children are
older and my work hours allow, I have been rediscovering my roots and look
forward to being a bigger part of the Twin Cities Finnish American scene.”

The photo is of Jodi holding a picture of her “dream house” painted by a daughter.
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FinnFest USA 2020—Canceled
From the FinnFest USA Website, finnfest.us

We are cancelling FinnFest USA 2020. That’s obvious. No
arguments there. Our new game plan: we intend to take 
the 2020 program and use it to create FinnFest USA 2021,
continuing to hold it in Joensuu, hopefully in August 2021.

Joensuu, in August 2020, was going to be an awesome time
for Americans to connect to contemporary environmental
issues and to explore Karelian culture. 

Did we need to remember that planning should also
embrace uncertainty? Uncertainty about things like rain?
For sure. We have always factored rain into our planning.
Uncertainty about other unexpected natural disasters like
the Red River Valley floods of 1997, their unplanned effect
on the attendance at the Minot, North Dakota FinnFest
USA, or the tornado-like storm that destroyed much of 
the 2000 outdoor tori and injured vendors in Toronto.
FinnFest USA has learned lessons from those events. These
experiences have been telling us to embrace uncertainty.

When plans like ours are upset, a quiet time emerges. This
unexpected time teaches humility to accept what we can
accomplish in the midst of global-wide uncertainty.
Together, all of us, friends of FinnFest USA, have time to
slow down and consider together how to reaffirm FinnFest
USA’s goals, to see the quiet truth beneath FinnFest USA,
now close to 40 years old.

We have a year now to give new clarity to our goals, both
short term, (for Joensuu in 2021 and Seattle in 2022).

FACA Board Meetings—April 22, 2020
by Joanne Bergman

Present: Pam Rahkola, Urho Rahkola, Louise Morgan,
Marlene Moreno, Cristina Youngren, Kathy Jorgensen
and Joanne Bergman.

Meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m.; all 
members are sheltering at their homes. Minutes 
of February meeting were accepted.

Treasurer’s Report:Annual budget variances
acceptable because spring events have been canceled.
Prior to the shelter-in-place order, Pam and Louise
secured the debit cards and enabled electronic banking.

Coffee Host: No report until September when 
programs resume.

Program: Presentations scheduled for spring 2020 have
been postponed until fall. Kathy will make partial past
program videos accessible. These will remain online 
for a limited time. Information and links will appear 
in the May Uutiset. Cristina suggested programs may 
be live-streamed if such an alternative becomes
necessary. Interactive YouTube videos are a possibility.

Motion by Pam, second by Kathy, that the board will
attempt to book as many as three presenters who are
willing to create videos or online streaming for special
summer programming. Honoraria will be offered for
each presenter. Motion passed.

Scholarships: FACA awarded Salolampi scholarships 
to three two-week and one four-week youth villagers. 

Newsletter: Pam and Urho will continue to handle
mailing the monthly FACA newsletters and will
maintain the FACA database and webpage until 
someone else volunteers.

Pam moved to announce the new Opi 3 in the Uutiset;
Kathy seconded. Motion passed.

Recruiting board members: Pam said that recruits
most often find, after joining, that they’re more capable
than they know. Pam advocated recruiting to give people
the opportunity to serve and, when they meet as a board,
decide how best to use their strengths. 

Adjourned 7:28 p.m. Next Zoom meeting May 13, 
6 p.m. (Zoom meetings arranged by Cristina.)

FACA Membership
A one-year membership for $25 provides you with
eight issues of this newsletter, plus other benefits. To
subscribe or renew, complete this form and mail with
your check to FACA, P.O. Box 580708, Minneapolis,
MN 55458-0708. (Check your email message for a
membership expiration warning or your mailing label
for an expiration date.)

Name ______________________________________

Email ______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________

Phone ______________________________________

I prefer to receive my FACA Uutiset (please check one)
q electronic copy via email q paper copy 
[Note: choosing the email copy saves FACA both printing 
costs and postage.]
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Random “It’s a Small World” Meetings

Urho of Shoreview: My oldest sister’s husband,
Herbert, was known for random meetings and
“finding” relatives/friends in common. He always
returned with the most interesting/amazing stories.
The following stories are a few of my “Herbs”.

Pam and I were visiting Finland for a family reunion
during the summer of 2012. Before an overnight in
Helsinki, we decided to check out the train station before
it got too busy. Out of the blue I heard voices calling my
name. It was Harvey and Stella Arola from FACA! We
knew they were in Finland, but had no idea where. How
random it was to end up at the train station at the same
time! We crossed the street and shared a meal together 
at a unique restaurant called Zeto (see photo). The décor
was full of tractors and other farming equipment, and 
the food was delicious.

At the 2008 Duluth FinnFest, I talked with a fellow 
from Australia who was on a trip around the world on 
a specialized airline pass. He had unlimited mileage with
a year to complete his travels and a certain number 
of stops. Surprisingly, he was from my hometown of
Kalajoki, Finland, but rather than coming to the US like
my family did, his family immigrated to Australia.
However, even more random, I learned he had been my
cousin Maila’s boyfriend. They met for the last time on 
a Kalajoki beach to say their goodbyes the night before
her family moved to the States more than 50 years ago.
He just missed meeting Maila who had been at FinnFest
the day before, but I could not resist reconnecting them
by phone.

ILMOITUSTAULU/”BULLETIN BOARD”

This photo shows four friends spending their Sunday at
the Sand Dunes in Kalajoki just before leaving for the
war. My father Aukusti, second from the left, was the
only one of the four to survive. Kaarlo Härönoja, on the
far right, was engaged to my aunt Sanni. 

It was at the San Diego FinnFest in 2011, when Dan and
Delores Salin introduced us to Terttu from Colorado, a
friend of their cousin from Florida. I was surprised to
learn that Terttu was Kaarlo’s niece. Her mother still
lives in Raahe, Finland, and even more randomly,
Terttu’s brother just happens to live across the courtyard
from one of my favorite cousins. After she lost Kaarlo,
my aunt Sanni never did marry and just passed away 
a few years ago at the age of 102. We continue to stay 
in contact with Terttu.

300 years before Nokia...

Dancer Dan of New Hope:  After having dug to a depth 
of 15 meters last year, Scottish scientists found traces of
copper wire dating back 150 years, and came to the
conclusion that their ancestors already had a telephone
network 150 years ago. 

Not to be outdone by the Scots, Italian scientists dug to 
a depth of 20 meters, and shortly thereafter, headlines 
in the Italian newspapers read: “Italian scientists have found
traces of 200-year-old copper wire and have concluded that
Italian ancestors already had advanced high-tech
communications networks 50 years earlier than the Scots.”

One week later, the Mesabi Daily News in Hibbing, Minn.,
reported the following: “After digging as deep as 30 meters
in a field near Embarrass, Minn., Toivo Maki, a self-taught
archeologist, reported that he found absolutely nothing.
Toivo has therefore concluded that 300 years ago, the Finns
were already using wireless.” 

Zeto Restaurant in Helsinki
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Observations

Marlene Mattila Stoehr of Shoreview: I spent a lot of
time with my grandparents while growing up, going to
their home for sauna most Saturday nights, as did much
of the neighborhood. Grandpa liked to sit in his chair by
the window where he watched headlights and taillights
of cars arriving or departing. Grandpa died at age 91 in
November 1944. This poem captures my observation of
that first experience with death when I was 13. 

After the Funeral 
Family and neighbors lingered
around the old oak table.
They drank cups of strong coffee, 
ate bologna sandwiches, 
nibbled at large squares of frosted cake,
talked about the weather,
and fell into prolonged silences. 
They were delaying the time they must leave. 
Everyone knew and no one wanted to say it.
Things had changed forever in that house.  

Emma circled the table,
refilling coffee cups that were only half-empty, 
then walked wearily to the window
and stood beside the wooden kitchen chair, 
his chair. 

Still dressed in funeral clothes,
without her usual apron
with a pocket harboring a handkerchief,
she reached for the hem of the ruffled white curtain,
gently wiped her eyes 
and returned to serving her guests.

Bertha Hanging Out the Wash at the Farm in
Markham, Minn. (Early 1930s)—Anonymous Kisarit Finnish-American Folkdancers—1974 

(Twin Cities)                Can You Identify Anyone?

Small World

Marlene of Maplewood remembers: I was born on 
a farm near Sebeka in 1938. Sometime before 1941 we
moved to the Hanka family farm in West Albion (between
Annandale and Cokato). Eventually the depression era
moved our family to Willimantic, Conn. where my father
was able to find work. After about five years, our family
returned to Minnesota, to my Uncle Mauritz Hanka’s home
in northeast Minneapolis. Uncle Mauritz was a member 
of the Morgan Avenue Finnish Lutheran Church (which my
father, Anselm, and Uncles John and Sylvester had helped
construct). He would drive across Minneapolis to the
Glenwood Ave./Finntown area, taking my mother, younger
sister and me to Sunday services. Eventually our family
moved to north Minneapolis and continued to be very
active members. Moving forward to 1964, my husband,
four children and I rented the Morgan Avenue church
parsonage, agreeing to have the overflow of Sunday School
classes at the house. In 1969 we moved to North St. Paul,
occasionally attending the (by this time faltering) Finntown
church. We joined St. Mark’s Lutheran Church where I met
Bud Berry, who was vice president of FACA in 2011 
and then president until 2013. I attended some FACA
programs where I saw familiar faces from the Morgan
Avenue church. Bud asked me many times to become 
a FACA Board member. Finally, in 2018, I DID become 
a board member! 

And speaking of the Bud Berry and the FACA Board, I’m
taking on Bud Berry’s role and also inviting you to become
a candidate. Two more members are needed to provide the
interesting programs. I hesitated to join because I was “too
busy.” I have found out the FACA Board has just become
another nice part of my busy schedule. Please don’t
hesitate—call a board member for more information. 
It’s a small world!
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Opi 3 Is Now Available
By Urho Rahkola

During this time of “social distancing,” I highly
recommend Larry (Lauri) Saukko’s Opi, Volumes 1–3.
The third and final volume just became available. You
need not have books 1 and 2 to enjoy the brand new
volume 3.

The books are based on monthly columns that Lauri,
former dean of Salolampi Finnish Language Village,
wrote for the Finnish American Reporter. The books are
entertaining and educational. Some of the “off the wall”
phrases will make you laugh.

In Opi 1, Lauri translates some basic, everyday 
phrases, useful in common conversations, such as: 
Terve / hei / moi Hi or bye
Mitä kuuluu? What’s new?
Näkemiin. Goodbye, see you.

He progresses to sentences for specific situations: 
Taitaa tulla sade. It might rain.
Sinä tanssit oikein hyvin.  You dance very well.
Jääkö kakkua huomiseksi? Is there any cake left 
for tomorrow?

He also translates obscure sentences helpful in 
obscure situations: 
Nakkikeitto on suosittua. Wiener soup is popular.
Suomessa ei ole kovin paljon maanjäristyksiä.
In Finland there aren’t many earthquakes.
Tuo on se lehmä, joka kävi naapurissa.  That is the cow
that visited the neighbors.

Other topics include handy phrases, random sentences,
sentences about summer, time, using the word “maa,”
and so on. Opi 2 and Opi 3 continue with other themes.

Each book is a gift to you for donating to the Salolampi
Scholarship Fund. The suggested donation is $10 for
each book. To order, send a check payable to the
Salolampi Foundation to Joanne Bergman, Advisor,
Salolampi Foundation, 445 Wacouta Street, Unit 311, 
St. Paul, MN 55101.

A Familiar Finnish Painting
by Urho Rahkola

The painting of a rustic farm scene with a farmer and
horse plowing in the foreground is recognizable to many
Finns, and it has an interesting story behind it. We came
by our copy from the estate of Aune Ruskanen.

The Juho Rissanen Memorial Painting was
commissioned by the Minnesota Finnish American
Historical Society (MFAHS), in celebration of the 95th
anniversary of the Minnesota Historical Society.

The idea for the painting first came about when the
internationally known Finnish artist, Juho Rissanen, was
vacationing and visiting friends in northern Minnesota.
Members of MFAHS thought it would be a good
opportunity to donate something to the State of
Minnesota from the Finnish community. They met with
Minnesota Governor Edward J. Thye on August 5, 1943,
to discuss the proposition. Thye considered the idea an
excellent one and said that the state would be happy 
to accept such a gift from the Finnish people.

After meetings in several communities, sketches were
approved, and the $2,000 painting was done by the artist
in Duluth. The painting was presented to the State of
Minnesota and Governor Thye by the artist and MFAHS
representatives, Alex Kyyhkynen and Russell O. Parta,
in memory of Finnish pioneers on October 16, 1944. It
measured 6 feet by 9 feet and was placed on the wall in
the Minnesota Historical Society building. The painting
was unfortunately destroyed by a fire at the International
Institute in St. Paul on February 23, 1961.

Prints of the original painting were discovered during
the Finnish American Family History Project. MHFS
sold copies for $20 each through Martin Mattson in Esko
and Velma Doby in Minneapolis.

There’s a rumor that Rissanen’s son was commissioned
to paint a replacement.

Conversational Finnish Class
Canceled until further notice.

For more information, please call
Urho Rahkola at 651-429-3319.
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FACA Salolampi Scholarship Recipients

FACA received only four scholarship applications this year.
All four students received $200. (FACA provided $700,
plus $100 given by an anonymous donor.)

Due to corona virus concerns, camp offerings are not
totally defined at this time. All one-week and day camp
sessions have been canceled. Organizers still hope to offer
delayed residential camps for credit villagers and two-week
campers. Virtual camps will also be offered.

Selected essay comments from our scholarship winners:
Jacklyn Wiitanen (credit villager) has attended Salolampi
five years. She enjoys studying Latin and art and hopes to
become fluent in Finnish by the time she graduates in 2023.
Her favorite Salolampi experience was making a movie
with friends, that was “highly enjoyed” by the other campers.

Amelia Wiitanen (two weeks) writes that Salolampi is
such a “fun and interactive place to be.” She has become
close friends with two fellow campers. An enjoyable
experience was her group winning a game, by avoiding
other teams, and then receiving “lots of high fives once 
we rang the bell in the iso talo”.

Thomas Rahkola (two weeks) found the “Immigration
Simulation” interesting. After being given new names,
passports and families, campers participated in a realistic
“cramped voyage” in the sauna. “After we had debarked
we were told that we needed to work several jobs to pay 
for food, and we needed to go to school as well…the
hardest part was the goal, purchasing a house”.

James Rahkola (two weeks) related “the most significant
thing that happened was International Day” when all the
camps got together at the German village.  “I was
overwhelmed by the scent of the food, the sound of the
music, and the sight of the authentic dancers, international
stalls and shops lining the square.” 

Reading Minna Canth
by Ruth Erkkila

We missed our local celebration of Minna Canth’s 176th
birthday, scheduled for March 22 at Norway House in
Minneapolis, sponsored by the Minneapolis Kuopio Sister
City Partnership. Like so many other events, 
this was canceled due to Covid-19. 

I went to a similar event last year and first learned about
Minna Canth, journalist, playwright, author of short stories
and numerous articles, and an activist for woman’s rights,
worker’s rights and for poor people. 
In Finland March 19 is Minna Canth Day, a flag day 
and a Day of Equality. 

This year, instead of going to a birthday party, I’ve been
staying home and reading. Last year I found the book Sanoi
Minna Canth (1987), edited by Ritva Heikkila. It includes
an autobiographical sketch and excerpts from her writings
both in Finnish and English translation. 
So far I’m only reading the English part. 

In 1863 Minna was in Jyväskylä at a Teacher’s Seminary,
training to be a teacher. She quit to marry her teacher,
Johan Ferdinand Canth. Her husband became the editor of
a newspaper for which Minna wrote articles. The owner of
the newspaper, who also owned a distillery, objected to
some of her strong articles against drinking, and fired the
editor. Ferdinand found another editor’s job and Minna
wrote more articles. 

Shortly after her husband passed away, after 13 years 
of marriage and seven children, she found fame with her first
play, Burglary (1883). Responsible for her family, she
moved back to Kuopio and managed her father’s store and
continued to write. Her plays, while not well known outside
of Finland, became staples of Finnish Theater.

Now it seems like a cliché, but she wrote, “The issue 
of women’s rights is not only one of rights of women but 
of human rights.”

Finnish Genealogy Group 
Zoom Programs

May 9—Program by FGG member, Gus Fenton,
“Genetic Genealogy: What Are the Odds of Finding 
a Relative?”

Zoom check-in will begin at 9 a.m. followed by a short
business meeting at 9:30 a.m. The online Zoom FGG
meeting opportunity is for FGG members with dues paid
up to date. Closer to the meeting date, May 9, login
information will be posted in the Member section of the

website, www.fggmn.org, and sent to members. 
A seven-part online Zoom series, “Rural Life in Finland:
Late Iron Age to Independence” by Barb Wilson, begins
Saturday, June 20.

If your membership has lapsed and you would like to
renew, or if you would like to join FGG at this time, send
dues of $20 per individual or family to Treasurer, Carol
Schwartzbauer, 1717 Marshall Avenue, St. Paul, MN
55104-6115. Checks payable to: FGG–MN. Your name
will be added to the list of members eligible to participate
in the Zoom meetings.



Thank you, Richard Harju, for contributing this humor!

• First time in history we can save the human race by lying 
in front of the TV and doing nothing. Let’s not screw it up. 

• My cleaning lady just messaged to say she will be working
from home and will send me instructions on what to do. 

• Many parents are discovering that the teacher is not the
problem. 

• Day 17 without sports. Found a lady sitting on my couch.
Apparently she’s my wife. She seems nice.·

• Anyone else feel like life is being written by a fourth
grader? “And there was this virus and everyone was scared.
And then the world ran out of toilet paper. Yeah, and then
there was like no school for a month.” 

• We’re about two weeks away from seeing everyone’s true
hair color. 

• Reminder: 9 p.m. is the time to remove your day pajamas 
and put on your night pajamas. 

• I used to spin that toilet paper like I was on Wheel of
Fortune. Now I turn it like I’m cracking a safe. 
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• PSA: every few days try on your jeans just to make sure
they fit. Pajamas will have you believe all is well in the
kingdom. 

• Homeschooling is going well. Two students suspended 
for fighting and one teacher fired for drinking on the job. 

• This morning I saw a neighbor talking to her cat. It was
obvious she thought her cat understood her. I came into my
house, told my dog…we laughed a lot. 

• Quarantine Day 5: Went to this restaurant called THE
KITCHEN. You have to gather all the ingredients and 
make your own meal. I have no clue how this place is still
in business. 

• I’m so excited—it’s time to take out the garbage. What
should I wear? 

• I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my trip to Puerto
Backyarda. I’m getting tired of Los Livingroom.

• Day 6 of Homeschooling: My child just said, “I hope 
I don’t have the same teacher next year”…I’m offended!

• You never appreciate what you have until it’s gone. Toilet
paper is a good example!

Timely COVID 19 Tidbits


