
May–June/Toukokuu–Kesäkuu 2019

Those Finnish Folk, and Other Poems from Nordic Life

Our FACA season finale features Bart Sutter, the first poet laureate 
of Duluth (2006). Primarily a poet, Sutter enjoys working in a 
variety of genres, having published many poems, essays, stories 
and books for which he has received numerous awards. He has 
made his living as a printer, a freelance writer and instructor at
Minnesota universities.

All of Bart’s grandparents spoke Swedish, and he grew up surrounded 
by Finns, Norwegians, Danes and Icelanders as neighbors in small
Midwestern towns. The music of these Nordic languages got inside
his head, and he inherited the homesickness of old-timers who spoke
of a legendary land they called The Old Country.

In his most recent book, Nordic Accordion—Poems in a 
Scandinavian Mood, he fulfills the covenant he made to his elders 
to dramatize, critique and honor their struggles, their culture and 
their peculiar ways.

Sutter lives in Duluth with his wife, Dorothea Diver, on a hillside
overlooking Lake Superior. Next to reading and writing, his favorite pastimes are cross-country skiing and
exploring the canoe country along the Canadian border.

For more information see: http://www.bartonsutter.com/.

All are welcome!  Please join us for a most enjoyable evening. Coffee and conversation will follow the program.

FACA Event Cancellation Policy

If St. Paul public schools are
canceled due to bad weather, then a
FACA event scheduled for that day
will also be canceled. FACA
members may contact any board
member if they have a question.

PLEASE NOTE:

7 p.m. to about 7:30 p.m.

The FACA annual
meeting will 

precede the program.

Those Finnish Folk and
Poems from Nordic Life

Bart Sutter
Friday, May 17, 7 p.m.
International Institute 

of Minnesota 
1694 Como Ave., St. Paul
(across from the Fairgrounds).

Program in Brief
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President’s Message 
By Pam Rahkola

Terve kaikille!

I hope everyone enjoyed April’s program, “Why the
Guggenheim Helsinki Project Failed” by Hanna Mattila.
It was interesting to hear how many factors weighed in 
on the proposed project’s lack of success, especially
Finnish public opinion.

During the recent International Film Festival, Urho and I enjoyed watching 
two Finnish films: Land of Hope (Oma Maa) and One Last Deal (Tuntematoon
Mestari). Land of Hope’s Producer Rimbo Salomaa and Director Markku
Pölönen held a Q&A session after the film. When asked about the cost to make
their film, they said that the budget for the U.S.-made movie Avatar alone
would have funded all of the Finnish movies made within the last 10 years!

We are fortunate to welcome Bart Sutter, the first poet laureate of Duluth, as 
our entertainment for May’s program.

Our May program also marks the end of FACA’s 2018–2019 season, and will
include the annual meeting, which we will hold at the beginning of the evening.
We need to elect two new board members to join our group and replace
outgoing members Janie Ahola and Teresa Tjepkes. At this writing, we don’t
have candidates yet. Please step forward and volunteer to help keep FACA
running smoothly. Having a complete FACA board of six members allows us to
spread the work out more evenly among board members. We also need to vote
on a few changes to our bylaws (see page 3).

Be sure to join us for kahvi aika (coffee time) after the program. We will plan 
to serve our Festival of Nations fresh strawberry shortcake and lemon cookies.
Hopefully, there will be for sale some additional leftover cookies that you can
purchase and take home.

Nähdään! (See you there!)

Meeting about Festival of Nations Participation

We invite the entire FACA membership to attend a meeting about FACA’s
future participation in the Festival of Nations. Changes need to occur, but we
would like to do some brain-storming and get input from everyone about what
you feel should be happening going forward.

The meeting will take place at the Wilder Center, 451 Lexington Parkway N., 
St. Paul, on Friday, June 12, from 6:30–8:30 p.m. There is plenty of free
parking in the ramp, and the Green rail line stops on nearby University Avenue.

Please contact me, Pam Rahkola, at 651-429-3139 or pamela.rahkola@comcast.net,
if you are interested in coming. However, if you can’t make it that evening, we
still want your input/ideas. Please write down your thoughts and send them to
me. We will include them in our discussion. Kiitoksia paljon!
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Changes to Bylaws Proposed

The FACA annual meeting will take place on May 17 
at 7 p.m., before the start of our program. Besides the
election of two new board members to replace outgoing
members, Janie Ahola and Teresa Tjepkes, a vote will 
be taken on the following:

Proposed changes to Bylaws that will allow for
electronic communication and voting (e.g., email).

Under Section 3. BOARD OF DIRECTORS, the
proposed BYLAW changes will read as follows:

e. REGULAR MEETINGS. Regular meetings of the
board of directors may be held at such time and place
as shall be determined from time to time by the
directors, but at least twice during each year. Notice
of regular meetings shall be given to each director,
personally or by mail or telephone or electronically,
at least seven days prior to the day designated for
such meeting unless such notice is waived.

f. SPECIAL MEETINGS. Special meetings of the
directors may be called by the president and shall be
called by the secretary at the written request of two 
or more directors. Not less than three days notice of
such special meeting shall be given personally or by
mail or telephone or electronically. Such notice shall
state the time, place and purpose of such meeting.

j. BOARD ACTION WITHOUT MEETING. Any
action required by law to be taken at a meeting of 
the board of directors may be taken without a meeting
by a written instrument or electronically setting forth
the action so taken and approved by a quorum of 
the directors. signed by all the directors.

FinnFest USA 2019 
Early Bird Registration Ends June 15

FinnFest USA 2019 encourages you to take advantage 
of Early Bird Registration, available to you through 
June 15. Each adult registration at $100 includes the
opportunity to order one complimentary ticket for each
of the scheduled four evening concerts. After June 15,
the registration cost will increase to $150, but the
complimentary concert ticket opportunity will continue.
Extremely low registration prices for students and
children will continue throughout.

Purchase registrations at https://finnfest.us/finnfest-
2019/#register. FinnFest USA uses a secure website to
take your credit card payments which go directly into
FinnFest USA’s bank account at US Bank. 

Registrations can also be taken at 937-601-8488. Erika
Gueli, FinnFest USA 2019 Volunteer and Registration
coordinator, will be happy to help you. Groups of four or
more will receive $10 off the price of each registration.

America’s only annual national festival travels to SE
Michigan this fall to bring you a rich program that
connects you to contemporary Finland and Finnish
America. Come early for the classes on Thursday,
September 19; enjoy the food, the music, and the unique
presentations on Friday and Saturday, September 20–21;
stay through Sunday, September 22, for the exclusive
visit to Cranbrook (including the Saarinen home) and 
the commemoration of Minna Canth’s 175th anniversary
with a special concert by Kardemimmit, a five-woman
kantele ensemble. 

Two Additional FACA Board Members Needed
By Marlene Moreno

Please volunteer for the FACA Board! 

I want to remind everyone that we need two new people
for our board. Board meetings take place once a month
for about two hours. In between, communication is by 
email for business matters. It’s a very easy process.
Meetings have been at Wilder Center located off
Lexington Parkway and University Avenue (close to 
a Green Line station) in St. Paul with plenty of free
parking at the Center. The meeting location can be
changed if the board decides somewhere else would be
more convenient. 

Once the new board is in place, they will decide who
will take which office or responsibility, but be assured
that all members pitch in to help you when needed. Our
goal is to continue to hold interesting programs about
Finland’s culture/history and other ideas. Talk to Pam,
Kathy, Louise or Marlene for more information.  
Please join the FACA Board!
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April Board Notes
By Teresa Tjepkes

The April 17 FACA board meeting was called to order
by Pam Rahkola at 5:32 p.m. at the Wilder Center in 
St. Paul. Also present: Janie Ahola, Kathy Jorgensen,
Marlene Moreno, Teresa Tjepkes and Urho Rahkola.

The March minutes were read and approved. In the
treasury, deposits and withdrawals have been almost
even for the year. 

The deadline for the member survey is Friday, April 19.
We will publish the results in the September newsletter.

The board voted to approve changes to sections e, f, 
and j of the Bylaws, subject to vote by the membership.
The exact word changes will be included in the May
newsletter and voted on by membership at the annual
meeting. 

The board is still looking for two new members to join
by the first board meeting in June. 

Urho has researched board decisions that impact our
long-term operation from the online newsletter (March
2004 to the present). Kathy will organize this data by
September. The Board must designate an official
location for our decisions so they can be easily found 
in the future.

Festival of Nations: We continue to work on a new
FACA flyer that we hope to be approved for handing out
in our locations. Volunteers are still needed for both café
and cultural booths.

Kathy will act as FACA representative for the
FinnSource Coordination Team. 

There is a link to photos taken by Kathy and John
Jorgensen on the FACA website. All photos can be

viewed online. Prints can be downloaded “self-serve”
directly from this SmugMug site at a modest cost.
Proceeds will be donated to FACA.

The meeting adjourned at 7:44 p.m. The next board
meeting will take place at the Wilder Center in St. Paul
at 5:30 p.m. on May 15.

Thanks for Your Input!
by Kathy Jorgensen

The deadline for turning in the FACA Survey was 
April 19, and we’ve had an excellent response. The
FACA Board wholeheartedly says “Thank you!” We
appreciate all those who took the time and effort to
provide valuable input and to let their voices be heard 
to help ensure that FACA continues to be the best it can
be. Your input will help FACA continue to be a thriving
and sustainable organization. I was pleased to see so
many helpful comments.

We will give you an overall update on the survey
responses at our May FACA program. Over the next
several weeks, we’ll analyze the results; and the Board
will consider what actions might be appropriate. 

Again, thanks! 

Left to right: Janie Ahola, Teresa Tjepkes, Louise Morgan,
Pam Rahkola, Kathy Jorgensen and Marlene Moreno

FACA Membership
A one-year membership for $25 provides you with
eight issues of this newsletter, plus other benefits. To
subscribe or renew, complete this form and mail with
your check to FACA, P.O. Box 580708, Minneapolis,
MN 55458-0708. (Check your email message for a
membership expiration warning or your mailing label
for an expiration date.)

Name ______________________________________

Email ______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________

Phone ______________________________________

I prefer to receive my FACA Uutiset (please check one)
q electronic copy via email q paper copy via mail

q both. [Note: choosing the email copy saves FACA both
printing costs and postage.]
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FACA Members Aid 
U of M Finnish Students
By Julie Underwood

On March 28, five members of Finnish American
community came to the University of Minnesota to 
meet with our second-year Finnish class. The students
included Ian, Julie, Anna, Emma, Jaclyn, Cristina,
Kayla, Tenille, Natalie and Meade. We were so pleased
to welcome members of FACA to our school! Aija Elg,
Finnish professor at the University of Minnesota, asked
Finnish-speaking Finnish Americans to come to the
second-year class; and Dennis, Urho, Liisa, Al, and
Steven accepted her invitation.

Guests were greeted with a potluck of fruits, salmon,
pulla, and coffee—staples of the Finnish American
culture. Cristina, a fantastic Finnish baker, brought 
a delicious cake. The sound of the Finnish language 
began to fill the room. It was a truly wonderful,
heartwarming sound!

We introduced ourselves, learning basic information
from each other. This was wonderful practice for us to
increase our skills in conversational Finnish. After 20
minutes of intermingling, Aija paired us up with the
guests for an interview. We asked new questions to help
lead the interviews. Liisa brought beautiful pictures to
show the things she was describing, and they were a
great help to the conversation! The room was full of
Finnish language and laughter. Aija walked between
each pairing, listening and taking pictures. At the end 
of the event, all present took pictures to remember a
wonderful experience. We will write a paper about the
person we interviewed to present to the class. All this
work will be done in Finnish.

We are truly grateful for the FACA community being
willing to come to our school. Thank you to our guests
for coming! Kiitos kaikkille!

In Memoriam

Elaine Anuta

Longtime FACA member 
O. Elaine (Wiitala) Anuta
passed away in March 2019
surrounded by her family.

Elaine was born in Toivola,
Mich. She resided with her
husband Mike in White Bear
Lake for much of her life.
She was a longtime
Salolampi supporter and a volunteer at the University 
of Minnesota Immigration History Research Center
(IHRC). She was fluent in written and spoken Finnish
and translated many items there. Multitalented, she was
a skilled knitter and turned out thousands of mittens,
gloves, caps, and scarves for St. Paul school children, 
in addition to what she knitted for her extended family.

A memorial service took place on Sunday, May 5.
Sympathy cards may be mailed to Mike Anuta, 3987
East County Line Road North, White Bear Lake, MN
55110. Memorial donations may be sent to Salolampi
Foundation, P.O. Box 14480, Minneapolis, MN 55414-
0480 or Adams Township School District Foundation,
43084 Goodall Street, Painesdale, MI 49955. Elaine 
was truly a special person and will be missed.

Robert Harju

Robert (“Rob,” “Hodge”) Harju, 56, Golden Valley, died
April 18 from a fall in his home. He had suffered from
ankylosing spondylitis, which caused mobility issues
and great pain for much of his life. He was preceded 
in death by his mother Doris and brother Allen. He is
survived by father Richard, sister Judy (Rick) Galliher,
sister-in-law Mary Harju, and many nieces and nephews.
Rob graduated from Mounds View High School and
worked as a production machinist until he became
disabled. His trip to Finland to see his grandfather's
birthplace was something he spoke of often.

A Celebration of Life was held on April 28. Memorials
may be sent to Spondylitis Association of America or a
charity of your choice. Sympathy cards may be sent to
Richard Harju, 2632 Lake Court Drive, St. Paul, MN
55112-4136.

Conversational Finnish Class
Tuesdays, (NEW TIME) 12:30–2 p.m.

St. Anthony Library
Corner of Como and Carter Avenue

St. Paul
Everyone is welcome.

For more information, please call
Urho Rahkola at 651-429-3319.
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Thank You, 2019 Baking Day Volunteers!
By Pam Rahkola

Yet another Baking Day was successfully completed on
Saturday, April 27. Once again, we had a great group of
volunteers. We started at 7:30 a.m. and had everything
cleaned up/packed up and were “out of there” by our
goal of 12:30 p.m.

Thanks much to the following people: Kathy Jackson
and Junelle Bernard mixed cakes, while Kathy Jorgensen
and Bonnie Devorak prepared the cake pans. Renee Hill,
Marcia Chess and Sylvia Hill mixed the many batches of
cookie dough in record time, with excellent help from
“proficiency expert” John Jorgensen, who provided 
pre-measured ingredients. The cookie dough was then
rotated to this year’s speedy cookie rolling crew
consisting of lead dough scoopers Delores Salin and
Joanne Bergman, and the well-seasoned rollers and
stampers, Linda Mehle-School, Louise Morgan and Edie
Boos. Kendra Kauppi oversaw this year’s korvapuusti
preparation. Thanks to the packaging crew of Janie
Ahola, Dan Salin, Jeanne Swope and Urho Rahkola. A
special huge thank you to Kathryn Branson for once
again “staffing” the ovens and to Doug Devorak who
took care of dishwashing. I particularly thank everyone
who completed one task, only to switch over to the next
wherever help was needed.

We produced a lot of baked goods in a short amount of
time: 60 cakes, more than 140 dozen lemon cookies, and
more than 30 dozen korvapuusti, all of which will be
sold in our Finnish Café at the Festival of Nations on
May 2–5. Leftover cookies will be sold at our May 17
FACA program and annual meeting night.

Thanks much to everyone for a great job well done!
Kiitoksia paljon!

Recap of April FACA Program: 
Why did the Guggenheim Helsinki Project Fail?
By Ruth Erkkila

At our April FACA program, Hanna Mattila, Visiting
University of Minnesota Associate Professor from
Finland, presented an illustrated lecture discussing why
a Guggenheim Helsinki proposal for a new contemporary
art museum in Helsinki failed. After researching the
project, she concluded the failure was due to a clash
between Finnish and American cultural planning policy.

We saw photographs of Helsinki’s protected skyline. No
buildings can be taller than the church tower and must
be in harmony with the existing historical buildings.

The Guggenheim Foundation is famous for its striking
buildings. The Guggenheim Museum in New York City
is a spiral structure, designed by Frank Lloyd Wright.
The Guggenheim Bilbao Museum has revitalized the
city; it is a spectacular design by Frank Gehry, designer
of the Weisman Museum at the University of Minnesota.

The Guggenheim Foundation presented its proposal 
in 2011. All the construction and operating costs plus
licensing fees would be borne by Helsinki and Finland.
However, the positive effects on the Finnish economy
would still outweigh the costs. The proposal was
rejected in 2012.

The Guggenheim came back with a revised proposal—
new design, reduced costs, more emphasis on Finnish
artists, and a new location. A large public controversy
erupted. There was populist criticism—modern art is not
proper art. The “art elites” became unlikely allies of the
populists—too much influence from the U.S., a rip-off
for poor local artists.

The revised proposal became a joke. Hanna played a
video of the star of a Finnish comedy show discussing
the project. It was in Finnish so not everyone understood
it; but I heard laughter, so some did. The revised
proposal was rejected in 2016.  

Epilogue: The Amos Rex Museum, a contemporary art
museum, opened in 2015 without controversy; it was
privately funded, not visible from the skyline, and mostly
underground. This homegrown museum is very popular.

The cookie factory: (l–r) Delores Salin, Edith Boos
and Linda Mehle-School.

Tervetuloa!
Welcome, new FACA members!

Kari Gordon, Maple Grove
Cristina Youngren, Minneapolis
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May 11. Finnish Genealogy Group of Minnesota
Meeting. Plymouth Lutheran Church, 11015 Old
County Road 15, Plymouth, 9:30 a.m.

May 11. Finn Hall playing at Sea Salt Eatery, 4801
Minnehaha Ave, Minneapolis, near Minnehaha Falls.
6–8 p.m.

May 15–16. Finnish Citizens: Dates and times for
voting in European Parliament elections (and
possible local elections): Wednesday, May 15 and
Thursday, May 16, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Norway
House, 913 E. Franklin Ave., Minneapolis. 
For information, contact Marianne Wargelin, 
612-374-2718, or cell, 612-802-5021. 

May 17. FACA program. International Institute of
Minnesota. 1694 Como Ave., St. Paul (across from the
Fairgrounds.) 7 p.m. Visitors welcome! Deadline to
submit events and articles for the next (September)
FACA Uutiset will be mid-to-late August. Ask Jeanne
Swope for the exact date in early August.
facaeditor@gmail.com (best) or leave a message at
612-810-9176. 

May 18–24. Spring Adult Week at the Finnish
Language Village. For more detailed information: see
website www.ConcordiaLanguageVillages.org, or call
1-800-222-4750, or send  e-mail message to
clv@cord.edu.

May 22. Architect Heikki Lamasuo and artist Jaana
Partanen, who work together in a creative design and
architecture firm in Kuopio, Finland. Their visit to the
Twin Cities is hosted by the Minneapolis Kuopio
Partnership, Meet Minneapolis, and the Cuningham
Group. A Conversation on Art and Architecture.
Woman’s Club of Minneapolis, 410 Oak Grove St.,
Minneapolis, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. No cost—please RSVP
to https://us.eventbu.com/minneapolis/conversation-
on-art-and-architecture-heikki-lamasuo-and-jaana-part
anen/14996270. More information also at this website.
May 25. Cokato Finnish American Historical
Society's Memorial Celebration. Temperance Corner.
Buildings open 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Program at noon: Susie
Keskey “1915 glass photo plates”; veteran, the late
Donnie Nelson. Bake sale starts at 10 a.m., tori in the
school house. Drawing prizes: flag pole and American
flag, $50 cash, hand-made quilted wall hanging by
Diane Bajari.

June 2. First concert in the historic Apostolic
Lutheran Church, Embarrass. “Whirled Muse,” a
folk trio featuring Eli Bissonett. 3 p.m.  Admission:
$10. For Sisu members $8. Children 12 and under, free.

June 7–8. Nisswa Stämman. Nisswa. Visit:
https://www.facebook.com/nisswastamman

May–June 2019 Calendar June 8. National Sauna Day. Celebrate the “sauna”
with us! Music by Bill Mitchell and Cowboy Angel
Blue. Food, demonstrations, door prizes, games, and a
lineup of portable saunas! At the Nelimark Homestead
Museum grounds in Embarrass, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. No
admission. Both June events are sponsored by Sisu
Heritage, Inc. (https://sisuheritage.org/index.php/)

June 9. AALLOTAR and TEHO. At the Cedar
Cultural Center, 416 Cedar Ave. S, Minneapolis. Doors
open 7 p.m.; show: 7:30 p.m. All ages $18 advance/
$20 day of show. For more information:
https://www.thecedar.org/listing-2/2019/6/9/aallotar-
and-teho/ To buy tickets:
https://www.ticketfly.com/purchase/event/1833685
June 22. Midsummer celebration in Cokato.
Temperance Corner. 6:30 p.m. video “Co-operatively
Yours” about the Settlers cooperative in Bruce
Crossing, Upper Michigan. 7:30 p.m. dessert pot luck
table and kokko at dusk.

June 22–23. Scandinavian Hjemkomst and Midwest
Viking Festival. Chefs, artists, musicians, storytellers,
historians and vendors to fully immerse you in the
Nordic roots that planted themselves so prominently 
in the Red River Valley communities. Hjemkomst
Center, 202 1st Ave. N. Moorhead., 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Admission: $10 to $15.
https://www.fargomoorhead.org/event/scandinavian-
hjemkomst-midwest-viking-festival-2/2019-06-21/

August 12–17: Summer Nordic Family Week. For
more detailed information: call 1-800-222-4750 or
visit www.ConcordiaLanguageVillages.org, or send 
an email message to clv@cord.edu.

Sept. 7–13: Fall Adult Week at the Finnish Language
Village. For more detailed information: see website
www.ConcordiaLanguageVillages.org, or call 
1-800-222-4750, or email clv@cord.edu.

Sept. 20–22. FinnFest USA 2019 with Thursday 9/19
offerings also. Information and registration:
https://finnfest.us/ See page 3.

Tuesdays. Finnish Conversation Group. St. Anthony
Park Library, Como and Carter Avenues, St. Paul.
12:30–2 p.m. Note new time! More information: 
Urho Rahkola, 651-429-3319.

Thursdays. Kisarit Finnish American Folk Dancers.
St. Sahag Armenian Church, 203 N. Howell St., 
St. Paul. 7 p.m. The group does not meet during
holidays. New members welcome. More information:
Dan Salin, 763-544-1441.

Fridays. Keskustelutunti. Finnish Conversation
Group. Bordertown Coffee, 315 16th Ave. SE,
Minneapolis, 12 noon.
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Bits and Pieces

• As April hosts, Ruth Erkkila, Linda Davis and
Teresa Lund served a tasty variety of “coffee time”
treats. Kiitos paljon!

• Our best wishes to Marianne Wargelin, who has
retired as Honorary Consul of Finland as of April 1.
We are sure she will have no trouble filling her time
with Finnish doings and things! Elaine Kumpula,
immigration attorney at Faegre, Baker, Daniel is 
the new Honorary Consul of Finland.

• Many thanks to FACA Board members Janie
Ahola and Teresa Tjepkes who have served
excellently and faithfully as treasurer and secretary
respectively. If I were to list their good ideas and
good deeds, it would take a whole newsletter page. 

Baking Day Cookie Monster, Dan Salin

Below left: 
Marcia Chess;
below right:
Kendra Kauppi.


