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President’s Message
By Gene Ollila

This issue brings us to the end of the year’s 
FACA programs, meetings and celebrations 
such as Joulu, Festival of Nations, and several 
discussions such as Kalevala Day and the state 
of Finland’s immigration issues. The next year 
promises to have some excellent programs 
which I am eagerly anticipating. 

A major thrust for 2017 will be Finland’s 
Centenary celebration, with several events 
already planned.  Osmo Vanska has agreed 
to be Honorary Chair, and in the fall of 2017, the Minnesota 
Orchestra will be performing specific music written for this.  A lot 
of planning lies ahead, and we need to get ALL the area Finnish 
Americans involved. The group Finnsource has been formed to 
help coordinate all things Finnish, and includes participation from 
Finlandia Foundation Twin Cities, the Honorary Finnish Consul and 
the Finnish Chamber of Commerce-Twin Cities. I have represented 
FACA in this group. The process could stimulate more unified efforts 
to promote various aspects of Finnish culture.

I want to acknowledge many who assisted with the functioning of 
FACA this year.  Ruth Erkkila and John Rova will be leaving the 
board, and they did a wonderful job.  No one has yet replaced them! 
If anyone is interested in being on the board, please let Urho Rahkola 
know (see his phone number in the column on the left side of this 
page).  Kudos to Kathryn Hill for managing and Richard Harju for 
organizing volunteers for the Café, and Kaarina Kotkavuori and 
Gil Kinnunen for organizing the Cultural Booth at the Festival of 
Nations. And thank you to all who served at our programs.  Always 
great treats!

I will end this by commenting on something Joseph Campbell 
wrote in his books on myth.  I thought of this after sitting by a 
meditative reflecting pool at Bloedel Gardens on Bainbridge Island, 
Washington, which was designed by a Finn.  Campbell thought 
people were not really seeking a meaning for life, but rather seeking 
an experience of being alive and feeling the rapture of being alive.  I 
am coming closer to that conclusion. See you all next year.

Special Support for Salolampi

FACA thanks Bette Ruskanen's estate for a $500 donation to be used 
exclusively for Salolampi scholarships until the funds are depleted. 
Thanks also to Dan Salin, who set up and sold Bette's Finnish items 
at FACA meetings this spring. 

FACA members, encourage your families (children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins) to 
attend the Salolampi Finnish Language Family Week this year, 
June 13-18. Some space and some grants are available. Go to 
concordialanguagevillages.org/ and find the programs available to 
children, adults, families. Fun and learning in a beautiful place!
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Board Notes
By Ruth Erkkila

Front:  Gene Ollila. Back L-R:  Ruth Erkkila, John 
Rova, Phillip Erickson, Dennis Halme,  Janie Ahola.

President Gene Ollila called the FACA board of 
directors meeting to order on May 17 at 6:40 p.m. 
at Bakers Square restaurant in St. Paul. Present, 
besides Gene, were John Rova, Janie Ahola, Bud 
Berry and Ruth Erkkila. Not present: Phillip 
Erickson and Dennis Halme.

The minutes from the April meeting were 
accepted. Ruth will bind the last three years' 
meeting minutes into binders and send a copy to 
the Finnish American Heritage Center at Finlandia 
University.  One copy could be set aside for the 
future FACA library.

Janie Ahola gave the treasurer’s report and said 
that our balance is similar to this time last year. 
Expenses for the Festival of Nations Culture Booth 
were all donated. Janie prepared a book with 
information and copies of Kalevala illustrations for 
the booth and donated this book to Salolampi.
Phillip drew up a contract between FACA and 
Kathryn Hill for management of the Finnish Café 
at the Festival of Nations. The contract was signed 
by both parties.

FinnSource is working on centennial celebrations 
for next year's 100th anniversary of Finland’s 
independence. A gala at Orchestra Hall is in the 
plan.

The required annual meeting of the membership 
occurs in May of each year; at this time new board 
members are elected. The nominating committee 
reports no candidates. Nominations from the floor 
will be accepted. In preparation for the meeting, 
Ruth has prepared a summary of FACA activities 
and all the board meeting minutes for examination 
by the membership. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:43 p.m. 

Next meeting is scheduled for June 21, 6:30 p.m. 
at Bakers Square. 

FACA Annual Meeting, May 20, 2016
By Ruth Erkkila

President Gene Ollila presided over the meeting 
at 7:05 p.m. By a visual count there were 62 
members and visitors present. Eight visitors were 
introduced.

Treasurer Janie Ahola gave the annual financial 
report for 2015. Actual income was about $800 
over projected.The greater income was due to an 
increase in donations and sales.

Secretary Ruth Erkkila had prepared a summary 
of FACA activities for the program year 2015-
2016. This was available for examination by the 
members. Also available were the board meeting 
minutes for the 2015-2016 year and the minutes 
from the 2015 Annual Meeting.

The nomination committee of Urho Rahkola and 
Richard Harju reported no candidates for the 
two vacant Board positions. No one was willing 
to be a candidate for the Board. There were no 
nominations from the floor and no election.

Piirakkas made on Baking Day especially for sales 
to the FACA membership were for sale after the 
program. Finnish Café leftover cakes, cookies and 
korvapuusti were also available.

Harvey Barberg announced the Cokato Annual 
Memorial Day Celebration on May 29 at 
Temperance Corner in Cokato. Daniel Karvonen 
from the University of Minneota will be the 
featured speaker. 

Bette Ruskanen’s designated estate items sold to 
be used for FACA Salolampi scholarships yielded 
$500. Kathy Jackson, FACA/Kisarit Salolampi 
Scholarship Committees,  reported that a $200 
FACA scholarship of $200 was awarded to Abigail 
Middleton. Mark Kivimaki got a $500 Kisarit 
scholarship.

A big thank you was extended to all of those who 
worked on the Uutiset, the Festival of Nations, 
and after programs. Kaarina Kotkavuori extended 
special recognition to the committee for the 
Finnish Culture booth for the Festival of Nations.

The meeting concluded at 7:35 p.m.
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2016 Baking Day Thank You!
By Pam Rahkola

A sincere Thank-You to everyone who helped with 
our Baking Day for the Festival of Nations on 
April 30.

We prepared 60 cakes, 200 dz cookies, and baked 
over 45 dozen of korvapuusti that Kathryn had 
previously prepared and frozen.  In addition, we 
made over 24 dozen of riisi piirakka for our FACA  
fundraiser.

Kathy Jackson and Ruthann Rintala-Swanson 
again manned the cake mixers, while Carol 
Pesola and Linda Davis prepared the cake pans. 
Marlene Banttari and Edith Boos were tasked with 
preparing and baking the korvapuusti.

We dearly missed Kathy Chambless, who had 
been our mainstay master cookie mixer for many, 
many years.  However, she had previously tutored 
both Renee Hill and Marcia Chess who performed 
admirably!

Delores Salin again headed the cookie "rollers and 
smashers" crew, which included newcomer Julie 
Vnak, plus Mary Hanf and Linda Mehle-School.  
They were joined by several others after other jobs 
were completed.

Gene Ollila took over the unenviable dishwashing 
duties this year.  (Thanks much, Gene!) Kathryn 
Hill again handled the ovens.  Everything in/out 
went through her hands.

A very capable packaging crew of Vergene Ollila-
Routhe, Janie Ahola, Dan Salin and Urho Rahkola 
made sure that everything was securely wrapped 
and boxed for storage.

Kaarina Kotkavuori was back this year (not 
gallivanting in Finland like last year!) and oversaw 
the piirakka rolling and filling crew mainstays 
Jeanne Swope and Andreas Ostenso, as well as 
others who also pitched in. Junelle Bernard  again 
cooked all of the riisi puuro.  Judy Mikkola and 
Kendra Kauppi made the rye dough as well as 
helped with the rolling.

We completed the baking/packaging in record 
time!  We started at 7:30 and by 2:30 the baked 
items had been boxed up and delivered into 
freezer storage, the kitchen had been cleaned, and 
everything was again repacked back into cars.

Kiitoksia Paljon! to all who helped. Baking Day 

is like a finely choreographed dance that is on the 
border of chaos. The various dancers complete one 
job, only to "leap" to the aid of another area that is 
lagging. 

 Julie Vnak, Delores Salin, Linda Mehle-School

Marcia Chess, Jeanne Swope, Janie Ahola

Renee Hill, Delores &Dan Salin, Kaarina Kotkavuori

Many hands make the work go fast
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39th Annual Scandinavian Hjemkomst 
Festival and Midwest Viking Festival. 

The Nordic Culture Clubs and the Historical and 
Cultural Society of Clay County will present the 
39th Annual Scandinavian Hjemkomst Festival 
and Midwest Viking Festival on June 24 and 25 at 
the Hjemkomst Center in Moorhead, Minnesota. 
This year we give special recognition to Iceland!

Enjoy a wonderful line-up of musical perform-
ers, craftspeople, storytellers and lecturers. The 
New York Kammermusiker, a double-reed 
ensemble, has been learning Icelandic songs just 
for the occasion. This activity is funded in part 
by a grant from the Lake Region Arts Council 
through a Minnesota State Legislative 
appropriation. Also joining us this year is Trio con 
Brio Copenhagen, a piano trio based in Denmark. 
Festival regulars Bud Larsen, Paul Wilson and 
Mary Abendroth will all be returning this year, 
sharing their mastery of Scandinavian music and 
instruments! 

Returning to the festival is storyteller and author 
Jan Smith. This year, her stories will reflect her 
past year of learning about Icelandic tales and 
historical cooking. Other presentations include 
Gabriel Hilmar on Odin and Alison Aadland on 
the transitional period between Norse religions 
and Christianity.   

The Viking Festival will continue their outdoor 
Viking Village this year. Their Viking reenactors 
will share Viking history, crafts and weapon 
techniques. They will host battle reenactments 
outdoors and weapon lectures indoors.  Children 
can take part in wool felting, coin striking, rune 
writing and other hands-on activities and games.

Festival admission is $10 per day. Children 
twelve and under are free with a paid adult. The 
Hjemkomst Center is at 202 1st Avenue North, 
Moorhead MN. For more information visit 
nordiccultureclubs.org or hcscconline.org

Welcome, New Members!

Tervetuloa!

Joanne Bergman, St Paul
Eric Nelson, Minneapolis

Finland 100 Project for Youth
By Marianne Wargelin

Minnesota youth, grades 6-12, will have a special 
opportunity this fall to begin to develop Finnish 
and Finnish American topics for Minnesota 
History Day projects to enter in the 2017 state-
wide competition.  The 2017 theme, “Taking a 
Stand in History,” creates myriad opportunities for 
students to study Finnish and Finnish American 
topics.  A workshop to help them get started will 
take place on October 29, 2016, on the University 
of Minnesota (Twin Cities) campus. 

Middle and high school students can develop 
Finnish-related projects in one of five presentation 
categories: research paper, exhibit, documentary, 
performance, or website. Students may enter 
their projects into Minnesota History Day 
competitions. Winners compete on local, regional, 
state, and national levels.  For further information 
about Minnesota History Days, see education.
mnhs.org/historyday.

Participants who develop Finnish and Finnish 
American related topics will also be encouraged to 
present their work at Finland 100 events. “Best of 
the Finnish” awards and honors for History Day 
projects will be part of these events.  

Finland 100, an official project of the Prime 
Minister of Finland commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the Republic of Finland, has 
included Minnesota History Days as a special 
youth opportunity. To help interested youth begin, 
Prof. Juhana Aunesluoma, the current holder of 
the Government of Finland & David and Nancy 
Speer Visiting Professorship of Finnish Studies, 
UMN, will host this all-day workshop for 45 
young people on October 29.  

During the workshop, Aunesluoma and four other 
Finnish and Finnish American historians will help 
participants define unique Finnish and Finnish 
American topics and sources. They will learn how 
to use the rich sources at the Minnesota Historical 
Society, the Immigration History Research Center 
and the Iron Range Research Center; how the 
many local and regional museums and libraries can 
help; and how to conduct oral history interviews 
with members of the state’s Finnish Diaspora.  

Sample project topics that work with the theme 
will be presented and developed in interactive 
small groups settings. Sign-up for this workshop 
will occur in the Fall, but youth should start to 
plan now to participate.  
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Registering For Free Classes at the U
By Beth Jarvis

Dan Karvonen has invited us to enroll in his 
Finnish 1001 summer session class that meets 
June 14-August 4, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
6:00-8:20 p.m., Peik Hall and through online 
learning. He has received funds from Finland to 
pioneer this class you can take in person or from 
your computer at home or anywhere. You'll be 
prompted to download the WebConnect software 
once Dan sends you a link for the class. It's very 
easy to use, and he'll set up test sessions a few 
days before the class starts with everyone who is 
connecting remotely to make sure you're all ready 
to go. It's free and very easy to install, just click 
and go.

If you haven't taken classes at the U for a few 
years, things have changed.  If you're 62 and over, 
you're eligible to audit for free, but you may have 
used paper catalogs and IBM cards last time you 
registered. 

Here's info on the senior citizen registration:
onestop.umn.edu/registration/special_for/senior_
citizen_education_program.html

To register download the form from here:
policy.umn.edu/sites/policy.umn.edu/files/forms/
otr022.pdf 

You can bring the completed form to the One Stop 
office in person, or mail or fax the form to the 
information below.

One Stop Student Services Center 
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities  
333 Robert H. Bruininks Hall  
222 Pleasant Street SE  
Minneapolis, MN 55455-0239
Fax: (612) 625-3002

Bruininks Hall is just north of Washington 
Avenue, near the river. Map: pts.umn.edu/maps/
index.html

With the registration form you will need to include 
proof of your age and Minnesota residency. If you 
bring your registration form into the One Stop 
office, bring your ID with you; if you fax or mail 
your registration form you can include a copy. 

If you have specific questions about filling out 
the form, or how to submit your registration, 
contact the One Stop office at (612) 624-1111 or 
onestop@umn.edu.

I've already filled out my registration form and 
the pertinent info you need is that the class is Fin 
1001-50-DIS, and the class number is 83342, five 
credits.

Here's how to find other classes:
onestop.umn.edu/howto/search_classes.html

Conversational Finnish Class
Tuesdays, 4:00-5:30 p.m.

St. Anthony Library
Corner of Como and Carter Ave.  

St. Paul
Everyone is welcome.  

For more information,  please call 
Urho Rahkola at ( 651) 429-3319

Thank You, Café Volunteers

Our Finnish Café at the Festival of Nations had 
another successful year.  From all appearances, the 
sales may have exceeded last year's.  However, keep 
in mind we do this to preserve Finnish culture and 
not for financial gain. This is only possible because 
of you, the volunteers. We hope that we can 
continue having the Finnish Café for many years.
Kiitos oikein paljon!

Two New Board Members Needed

The nominating committee of Richard Harju and 
Urho Rahkola want to thank members for taking 
our calls and trying to help us get at least two 
candidates for the FACA board of directors. 

Since we were not able to get two candidates in 
time for the May meeting, we will continue to 
try to find candidates in time for the September 
meeting.  If you are interested or know of someone 
who may be interested, please contact one of us or 
any of the board members.  

You can find board members’ contact information 
on page 2 of the Uutiset.  Urho can be reached at 
rahkola.urho@comcast.net or (651) 429-3319, 
and Richard can be reached at rharju@yahoo.com 
or at (612) 719-4965.  

We also want to thank outgoing members Ruth 
Erkkila and John Rova for their contributions 
while serving on the FACA board.
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Events Calendar

FACA Membership
A one-year membership provides you with nine is-
sues of this newsletter, plus other benefits, for $25. 
To subscribe or renew, complete this form and mail 
with your check to FACA, P.O. Box 580708, Min-
neapolis, MN  55458-0708. (Check mailing label 
for membership expiration date.)

Name _______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

City/State/Zip _________________________________

Phone ______________________________________

Email _______________________________________

June 9 Jonathan Rundman at the Cedar. Singer/
songwriter Jonathan Rundman opening the 
evening with Finnish-American folk/pop songs, 
including "The Ballad of Nikolaus Rungius,"  his  
hit radio single in Finland. Cedar Cultural Center, 
416 Cedar Ave., Minneapolis; 6:00 p.m. Tickets 
$12 in advance; $15 day of show. box-officetickets.
com/MN/Minneapolis/Cedar-Cultural-Center-
Tickets
June 10-11 17th Annual Nisswa Stämman. 
Workshops and concerts at this Scandinavian folk 
music festival include two bands from Finland: 
Haaga Folk Machine and Karuna. Finn Hall 
also! Nisswa Pioneer Village, Nisswa. For more 
information: nisswastamman.org 
June 23 Capella Romana: Finnish Orthodox 
choral music. Vocal ensemble from Portland, 
Oregon, at concert in conjunction with conference 
of the International Society for Orthodox Church 
Music. Program includes Finnish composers Pekka 
Attinen, Timo Ruottinen and Peter Mirolybov. 
Pre-concert talk on Orthodox choral music at 7:00 
p.m. Capella Romana is presented by The Rose 
Ensemble. Basilica of St. Mary, 1600 Hennepin 
Ave., Minneapolis; 7:30 p.m. Tickets $15-$37; 
students $10 with ID; children 12 and under 
free. More information: roseensemble.org/shows/
cappella-romana-concert
June 24-25 Scandinavian Hjemkomst and 
Midwest Viking Festival. Music, programs, 
goods, and food presented in outdoor and indoor 
venues. Outdoor living Viking village, with crafts, 
music and battle reenactments. The Hjemkomst 
Center, Moorhead; 10:00 am to 5:00 p.m. More: 
nordiccultureclubs.org/2016-festival
July 9-July 16 Cruise to Montreal for FinnFest 
2016. Sail on Holland-America's Veendam from 
Boston to Montreal, learning about Canada's 
Finnish-American story. Stops include Bar Harbor, 
ME; Halifax, NS; Sydney, NS; Charlottetown, 
PEI; and Quebec City. Lectures, films, cooking, 
exercise classes, Finnish lessons and fun. Limited 
reservations available. For more information: 
finnfestusa2016.com.
July 17 Sister Cities Day in Minneapolis. Annual 
Sister Cities Day Ice Cream Social, celebrating 
Minneapolis' 12 sister city partnerships. Make 
your own sundaes (while supplies last). Stop at the 
Minneapolis-Kuopio information table to learn 
about the projects and visits between the two cities. 
Nicollet Island Pavilion, Minneapolis; 1:00 to 
5:00 p.m. Free (including ice cream!) and open to 
the public.  More information: minneapolis.org/
partners-and-community/sister-cities/sister-cities-
day.

July 21 Finn Hall at the Oakdale Library. 1010 
Heron Avenue North, Oakdale; 6:30 p.m. On the 
lawn if the weather is good!
July 23 First Hibbing Finnish Accordion Dance 
Festival. Historic Mesaba Co-op Park will host 
the first Finnish Accordion Dance Festival. 2:00 
p.m.: Concert of Reminiscing; performances include 
Gerry Henkel, Oscar Forsman and Finn Hall 
Band--an afternoon of dance and instruction. 
4:00: Social hour picnic with food and pop to 
purchase. 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.: Finn Hall plays for 
the evening dance. Tickets $5 at the gate. Mesaba 
Co-op Park, 8 mi. east of Hibbing, off Hwy. 37. 
For information, vsimula@pasty.net or (218) 591-
5722. 
July 31-August 6 SISU Finnish Language & 
Culture Seminar at the University of Minnesota, 
Duluth. This year’s seminar is almost fully 
enrolled. For more information: Kathleen 
Ristinen, secretary, kaisa@eurekanet.com or (218) 
564-4299. 
Sept. 16 Monthly FACA programs resume. 
International Institute of Minnesota, 1694 Como 
Ave., St. Paul, 7:00 p.m.

Tuesdays. Oppitunti. Finnish Conversation 
Group. St. Anthony Park Library, Como and 
Carter Aves., St. Paul, 4:00–5:30 p.m. More 
information: Urho Rahkola, (651) 429-3319 
Thursdays. Kisarit Finnish American Folk 
Dancers. St. Sahag Armenian Church, 203 N. 
Howell St., St. Paul, 7:00 p.m. The group does not 
meet during holidays. New members welcome. 
Call Dan Salin (763) 544-1441. 
Fridays. Keskustelutunti. Finlanders at 
the U of M conversation hour, 12:00-1:00 
p.m.. Bordertown Coffee, 315 16th Ave. S.E., 
Minneapolis. For more information or to check on 
meeting day/time: karvo001@umn.edu
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Finnish American Cultural Activities, Inc.
P.O. Box 580708
Minneapolis, MN  55458-0708

FACA
Finnish American Cultural Activities, Inc. 
dedicated to exploring and preserving 
Finnish and Finnish-American heritage. 
www.finnfaca.org

Baking Day                         by Urho Rahkola                      

Oikein iso mansikka (very large 
strawberry) held by MerryAlice 
Jones

Upper left: Andreas Ostenso
Lower left: Gene Ollila
Center: Linda Davis and Carol 
Pesola
All photos: Urho Rahkola
Check the website over the summer for updates!

More Festival of Nations follow-up coming in September!


