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U.S. Immigration—Challenges of the Past and the Present
Elaine Kumpula, Honorary Consul of Finland for Minneapolis

While the United States is a country built by immigrants, it has 
a checkered past when it comes to welcoming newcomers. This
presentation will provide a high-level overview of U.S. immigration
from the 1600s to the present, noting the challenges presented by 
various administrations and U.S. immigration laws. Included will 
be a discussion of current immigration policies and how they are 
being implemented today.

Elaine Kumpula currently serves as Finland’s Honorary Consul in
Minneapolis, where she assists Finnish citizens living in the southern
half of Minnesota and South Dakota. She is a partner with Faegre Baker
Daniels, LLP and focuses her law practice on U.S. immigration and global mobility. 

Elaine advises domestic and international companies on U.S. immigration matters and helps businesses
manage international assignments of top executives and key employees. She also works with nonprofit
organizations, educational institutions and individuals on U.S. and global immigration matters. She is 
a frequent speaker on immigration topics at local, national and international conferences.

Elaine grew up in Esko. She obtained her bachelor’s degree in elementary education as well as her law
degree at the University of Minnesota.

Elaine and her husband of 29 years, Richard Shrake, live in Lakeland
Shores, a tiny community along the St. Croix River. They have three
grown sons and a grandson. 

Please join us for this interesting and timely program, and stay for
coffee and conversation following.

FACA Event Cancellation Policy

If St. Paul public schools are canceled due to bad weather, then a FACA event
scheduled for that day will also be canceled. FACA members may contact any 
board member if they have a question.

U.S. Immigration—
Challenges of the Past
and the Present

Presenter: Elaine Kumpula
Friday, Jan. 17, 7 p.m.
International Institute 

of Minnesota 
1694 Como Ave., St. Paul

(across from the Fairgrounds).

Program in Brief
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President’s Message 
By Pam Rahkola

Onnea Uudelle Vuodelle 2020. Greetings and welcome 
to the New Year 2020! 

December was again a busy month in the Finnish
community. Events included an Itsenäisyyspäivä/
Finnish Independence Day reception on December 6 
at the Trailhead building in Theodore Wirth Park. The
612 Sauna Society’s mobile sauna stove was stoked and ready for use.

The Cokato Finnish American Historical Society hosted its annual Pikkujoulu
on Saturday, December 7, while the Finnish American Historical
Society–Lakehead Chapter held its 39th annual Pikkujoulu celebration at
Duluth’s Holiday Inn Downtown on December 8.

On December 14, the Kauneimmat
Joululaulut (beautiful Christmas songs)
program at Christ Church Lutheran in
Minneapolis was led by Pastor Jarmo
Tarkki and musician and song leader
Terhi Miiki-Broersma. A total of
$1,002.71 was collected in donations
for the Finnish Mission Fund and to
help pay for the event. The service was
followed by a Joulu Tori, (Christmas
market) featuring hand-crafted items
and a café hosted by FACA. 

Many thanks to the FACA members
who helped make this café happen.
FACA bakers made piirakkas, torttus
and lemon cookies; heroic participants
included Linda and Stan Davis, Kathy
and John Jorgensen, Louise Morgan,
Urho Rahkola, Dan and Delores Salin
and Cristina Youngren.

FACA members Carole Backman, Marlene Banttari, Junelle Bernard, Eira
Bridges, Kathy Jackson, John Jorgensen, Karen Luoma-Varichak, Marlene
Moreno, Louise and Kevin Morgan, Dan and Delores Salin, and Seija and 
Jesse Stratton helped set up the tori area and prepared and sold baked items 
and other goodies in the Joulu café. 

Please plan to join us for our January program, when Elaine Kumpula, the new
Minneapolis Finnish Honorary Consul, will talk about “U.S. Immigration—
Challenges of the Past and the Present.”

Terhi Miikki-Broersma at 
Kauneimmat Joululaulut

Piirakka Joulutorttu
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The SISU Finnish Language and 
Culture Seminar Is Coming!
From Jeanne Swope

The thirteenth SISU Finnish Language and Culture
Seminar will take place at the University of Minnesota,
Duluth, from July 26–August 1, 2020. The SISU
seminars provide a unique opportunity to study the
Finnish language with highly qualified native speakers
of Finnish. This week-long seminar is open to adults 
of all ages, backgrounds and language skills.

This year’s teachers are Laura Tuomainen, Sirpa
Tuomainen (they are not related) and Eija Ojala. The
seminar includes 25 to 30 hours of informal, interactive
instruction at three levels as well as presentations
relating to Finnish culture. Participants come from all
over the U.S. and some from Canada. All levels of
Finnish language skills are welcome. Some participants
are already fluid speakers. Others want to decode the
“secret language” of their parents and grandparents. 
And some want to learn a non-Indo-European language. 

Attendees are placed in one of three classes based on
their knowledge of Finnish. Although the seminar is 
a great way to study Finnish, prior seminar attendees
know another good reason to attend is to enjoy “summer
camp” for grown-ups! 

The cost for attending the seminar, food, and staying in
campus housing is approximately $900; we will have
exact costs when registration opens in late February
2020. Registration deposits are due before April 30,
2020. If space remains, late registrations will be
accepted (enrollment limited to 30). For additional
information, questions and registration forms, contact
jaana_sisuseminar@yahoo.com, or telephone 
612-810-9176. Visit our Facebook page: SISU Finnish
Language & Culture Seminar. 

Current officers are Jeanne Swope, president and
secretary; Joan Dwyer, vice-president; and Karen 
Linné, treasurer. 

Joensuu, Finland: FinnFest USA Returns
to Finland for Its 2020 Festival, 
August 16–21 
By K. Marianne Wargelin

FinnFest USA announces its 2020 festival, this time in
Joensuu, a metropolitan region in Eastern Finland. The
northern Karelia location will clarify for Americans this
culturally significant region and new understanding of
Finland today, while speakers and site visits will unlock
a better understanding of Finnish America’s own past
and present. 

Following the usual structure of its American-sited
festivals, this FinnFest USA festival will create an
experience built out of the resources of the festival site.
Beginning Sunday evening, August 16, and continuing
through the evening of August 21, FinnFest USA
attendees will join Joenyö, an annual city-wide
community “night-out party.” This six-day Finnish
immersion experience focuses on both the historic 
and contemporary: the world from which Elias Lonnröt
and late nineteenth century artists and composers, people
like Järnefelt, Gallen-Kallela, and Sibelius created a
Finnish national identity, a world in which contemporary
Finns confront enormous environmental changes while
reaffirming equitable health and education goals for all. 

These topics, introduced in lectures and discussions,
precede tours within and beyond the central city. For
example, on Tuesday, lectures on landscape and climate
precede travel to Koli, Finland’s quintessential
landscape. Wednesday, choose a topic (Finland’s health
care, crafts world or education systems) and then
combine lectures and discussions with site visits within
Joensuu. Thursday, an all-day tour to Ilomansti provides
an intimate connection to Karelia without visiting
Russia. Winter and Continuation War battle sites
introduce the contemporary experiences of Finland 
with its eastern neighbor. Evenings include concerts 
and films. 

For further 2020 festival details, go to https://finnfest.us.
Check regularly for updates. 

Tervetuloa!
Welcome, new FACA members!

Pamela Brunfelt of Ely, Minn.
Kim Thompson of Columbia Heights, Minn.

Joulupukki and two good children!
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November Board Notes
By Joanne Bergman

Present: Joanne Bergman, Pam Rahkola, Urho Rahkola,
Louise Morgan, Kathy Jorgensen, Cristina Youngren 
and Marlene Moreno

The board is sending a sympathy card on behalf of
FACA members to Marcia and John Chess, who recently
lost their granddaughter. Our hearts go out to the family.

Secretary’s Report: Pam moved that we approve 
the October minutes; Kathy seconded. Passed.

Treasurer’s Report: The current balance in our
checking account is healthy. We had one new
membership and six renewals in the past month. Louise
is seeking quotes for liability insurance. Pam is checking
into insurance coverage for baking day and Festival 
of Nations. (A FACA liability policy was discontinued
some years ago.)

Uutiset: Pam mentioned that we should reciprocate by
sending copies of the Uutiset to those organizations that
send us their newsletters.

Hospitality Chair’s Report: Finding volunteers to serve
at the meetings has been difficult, but Marlene has
coverage for the rest of the 2019–2020 year.

Program Chair’s Report:A $100 honorarium will go
to Mark Munger, November’s speaker, and $250 to the
Institute for room rental and use of a projector. William
Besonen, Salolampi teenage villager, will give a short
presentation.

The Board won’t meet in December. Elaine Kumpula
will present January’s program.

Facebook Update:All is going well. Cristina plans 
to promote FACA on Facebook during the holiday

season. For example, she has posted the Finnish
Christmas Workshop on December 11, 6:30–8 p.m. 
at the American Swedish Institute.

FinnSource Update: Progress is underway to revamp,
develop and maintain the website.

Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast, Tuesday,
November 26, at 6:30 a.m., program at 7 a.m.

Sauna Bucket Nominations: Pam will make an
announcement asking for nominations at the meeting
November 15.

December 6 Itsenäisyyspäivä: The 612 Sauna at
Theodore Wirth Park is set. Cristina will work with
Betsy Norgard, Elaine Kumpula and Risto Sivula
regarding the program. A suggestion is to have potluck
hors d’oeuvres inside the Theodore Wirth Park Trailhead
building from 5–8:30 p.m.

Joulu Baking Day:A baking day to prepare riisi
piirakkas, lemon cookies, and joulu torttut for 
the Christmas Tori will be on December 7.

Joululaulut December 14:Magical Finnish Christmas
at Christ Church Lutheran. Volunteers are needed to staff
the café, decorate the gym, make signs and clean up. 
The board had a discussion of the menu, home-made and
purchased items.

Festival of Nations Update:
Liability insurance is an ongoing necessity.
Bazaar—Kathryn Branson, chair
Café—the committee should meet in December to set 
up the menu.
Cultural booth—Marlene Moreno, chair
World Stage/Kisarit—Dan Salin, chair

New Business: FACA seeks a replacement for Jeanne
Swope, Uutiset editor.

Urho took a picture of the entire board, all present.

Left to right: Louise Morgan, Cristina Youngren, 
Kathy Jorgensen, Pam Rahkola, Marlene Moreno 

and Joanne Bergman.

Conversational Finnish Class
Tuesdays, (NEW TIME) 12:30–2 p.m.

St. Anthony Library
Corner of Como and Carter Avenue

St. Paul
Everyone is welcome.

For more information, please call
Urho Rahkola at 651-429-3319.
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Recap of November Program—
Mark Munger’s New Book
By Cristina Youngren

Mark Munger is 
a familiar name to
long-time attendees
of FACA programs
due to his previous
literary works. This
presentation was to
introduce the final
book in his Finnish
trilogy. Kotimaa:
Homeland has been
featured in Kirkus
Reviews. Mark
spoke about the
influences behind
his book, including
the lynching of

Finnish immigrant Olli Kinkkonen in Duluth in 1918.
Kotimaa presents a dual historical and contemporary
perspective on the experience of Finnish immigrants. 
It is a fine conclusion to the series, which began with
Suomalaiset: People of the Marsh and followed with
Sukulaiset: The Kindred.We are grateful to Mark for 
his presentation and dedication to highlighting this
unique historical context.

The November
FACA program
included a talk by
Salolampi student
and scholarship
recipient William
“Ville” Besonen
about his experiences
attending Finnish
Language Camp for
four weeks. He was
thankful for funding
by a grant from
FACA. He will 
be continuing his
Finnish studies as an
exchange student in
Rovaniemi in 2020.

To Finnish Citizens—Register Your 
Interest in Renewing Your Passport 
in Minneapolis

The Consulate of Finland in New York currently plans 
to bring the passport machine to Minneapolis in March
2020 (two or three days during the weeks of March 16 
or March 23). This year, the consulate decided it would
be most efficient to utilize Google Forms to obtain
information from individuals seeking to renew their
passports in Minneapolis. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhqb0bFv
R4hjkDttlf1Vyr_XOWM7JZ5OpJJNlrHnN_nhgN2Q/vie
wform
This information will be kept confidential and used 
only for purposes of (1) providing the consulate with
information on how many people plan to renew their
passports, and (2) contacting people who express interest
in renewing their passports with information on when
the passport machine will be in Minneapolis. For further
information, contact Honorary Consul Elaine Kumpula
at elaine.kumpula@FaegreBD.com.

Thank you proofreaders!

The FACA Uutiset has been proofread by Joanne
Bergman, Gil Kinnunen, Roger Luoma, Lia Mitchell 
and the Rahkolas. Thank you for your sharp eyes!

FACA scholarship recipient 
and Salolampi student 

William “Ville” Besonen

FACA Membership
A one-year membership for $25 provides you with
eight issues of this newsletter, plus other benefits. To
subscribe or renew, complete this form and mail with
your check to FACA, P.O. Box 580708, Minneapolis,
MN 55458-0708. (Check your email message for a
membership expiration warning or your mailing label
for an expiration date.)

Name ______________________________________

Email ______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________

Phone ______________________________________

I prefer to receive my FACA Uutiset (please check one)
q electronic copy via email q paper copy 
[Note: choosing the email copy saves FACA both printing 
costs and postage.]

Mark Munger, author of 
Kotimaa: Homeland
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Hyvää Itsenäisyyspäivää – Finnish 
Independence Day, December 6, 2019
By Kathy Jorgensen

Approximately forty
people celebrated the
102nd anniversary of
Finnish independence
on December 6 at the
Trailhead building in
Theodore Wirth Park
in Minneapolis. They
enjoyed an evening 
of togetherness with
tasty snacks and a
greeting from the
Honorary Consul in

the Twin Cities. We even had the opportunity for sauna!

Honorary Consul Elaine Kumpula shared a few of her
own words, and read President Sauli Niinisto’s
Independence Day message to Finnish expatriates and
Finns abroad. Niinisto highlighted Finland’s work for
international stability and cooperation, and emphasized
its contribution to the global challenges of poverty and
climate change. He recalled the citizens who contributed
to the Winter War 80 years ago, and laid the foundation
for building today’s modern Finland. He called on
everyone to honor its independence. We then joined
together in singing the Finnish national anthem, Maame,
in the space around the fireplace stove, decorated with
Finnish flags, blue and white tablecloths and candles.

The event was hosted by Finlandia Foundation/
FinnSource, FACA, 612 Sauna Society and FACC
(Finnish American Chamber of Commerce). Also
represented were Suomi Koulu, the University of

Minnesota, a Finnish exchange student and an Estonian.
It was a nice time for remembering and honoring
Finland’s hard-fought independence, socializing, and
enjoying the sauna. 

The Trailhead atmosphere is all about cross-country
skiing, including a wall of many-colored skis above our
heads. In the 20-degree air outside the sauna, people
were in bare feet and towels standing by a small bonfire,
as is traditional in Finland.

Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast
by Janie Ahola

On November 26 we celebrated Freedom, Faith, Family
and Friends at the 35th Nordic American Thanksgiving
Breakfast. This year was extra special as we set a record
with 423 Nordic sweaters worn in one room! Thanks 
to all attendees for making it another great success.

Approximately 850 people attended the event; and 
funds raised for the event’s charities, Second Harvest
Heartland, Minnesota Military Family Foundation and
Sons of Norway Foundation, reached nearly $19,800.

The morning’s musical entertainment was provided by
the Augsburg University’s Cedar Singers, Ryan
LaBoy, director. Opening prayer was given by Ann Britt
Aasland. Don Shelby, senior journalist, continued his
role as master of ceremonies.

Guest speakers included Joan T.A. Gabel, president of
the University of Minnesota, who spoke about freedom
and its importance; Dan Collison, lead pastor of First
Covenant Church Minneapolis, who spoke about faith
and its importance in our lives; and Peggy Flanagan,
Minnesota lieutenant governor, who shared her thoughts
on the topic of family and friends.

Five flag bearers represented the five Nordic countries
(Finland, Denmark, Iceland, Norway and Sweden).
There were also five scripture readers who read verses
from Colossians 3:12–15, each in their native language,
after the passage was first read in English.

A special thanks to Gil Kinnunen who served as the
Finnish flag bearer, and Harri Mattinen for his scripture
reading in Finnish. Kiitos to all who donated to the
NATB. With your donation, these outstanding
organizations will have more resources to help 
those in need.

Liisa Ojala prepares to enjoy the snacks 
at the Independence Day celebration.



UPCOMING FACA PROGRAMS

Feb. 21. Laskiainen Potluck Celebration with Finn Hall
and the Kisarit Dancers. International Institute of
Minnesota. 1694 Como Ave., St. Paul (across from the
Fairgrounds), 7 p.m. Visitors welcome!

Mar. 22. Sunday 2–4 p.m. Special Sunday Program.
Gail Olszewski—Finnish Composers Piano Concert at
Danish American Center, 3030 West River Parkway
South, Minneapolis.

April 30–May 3. Festival of Nations. Volunteer
opportunities for FACA members in our Café and Culture
Booth. Watch for information at FACA programs and on
upcoming newsletters.
https://www.festivalofnations.com/

May 18–24. Salolampi Finnish Language Camp Spring
Adult Week. Check for more information:
http://www.salolampi.org/upcoming/

July 26–Aug. 1. Sisu Finnish Language & Culture
Seminar. See article on page 3 for more information.

August 16–21. Joensuu, Finland: FinnFest returns to
Finland for its 2020 festival. Watch for details later 
this year.

Tuesdays. Finnish Conversation Group. St. Anthony
Park Library, Como and Carter Avenues, St. Paul.
12:30–2 p.m. More information: Urho Rahkola, 
651-429-3319.

Thursdays. Kisarit Finnish American Folk Dancers.
St. Sahag Armenian Church, 203 N. Howell Street, 
St. Paul. 7 p.m. The group does not meet during holidays.
New members welcome. More information: Dan Salin,
763-544-1441.

Fridays. Keskustelutunti. Finnish Conversation Group.
Bordertown Coffee, 315 16th Ave. SE, Minneapolis, 
12 noon.
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Jan. 9–28. Heikinpäivää:A Finnish-American Mid-winter
Festival, Hancock, Mich. Find out what happens when
Heikki dances! Information:
https://www.finlandia.edu/heikinpaivaa/

Jan. 11. Finnish Immigration Experience. FGG member
Barb Wilson presenting. What was it like to emigrate
from Finland to America during the years from 1860 
to World War I? Barb will also explain where in the
immigration process the records were generated.
Plymouth Lutheran Church, 11015 Old County Road 15,
Plymouth; 9:30 a.m. More information: https://fggmn.org/

Jan. 10 and Jan 11. Pekka Kuusisto performs/conducts
two US premieres with Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra.
Ordway Hall, 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 8 p.m.
Violinist and SPCO artistic partner Pekka Kuusisto will
present the US premieres of two concertos—he'll perform
and direct the violin concerto of longtime friend Nico
Muhly, and he’ll conduct a piece by upcoming Swedish
composer Andrea Tarrodi. The program also presents
Mozart’s Country Dances and Symphony No. 40. For
information and tickets, go to: thespco.org

Jan.12. Pekka Kuusisto and SPCO. See above. Benson
Great Hall, Bethel University, 3900 Bethel Dr., Arden
Hills, 2 p.m.

Jan. 12. “Time Tested. Tradition Approved,” Finland’s
Holiday Room at the American Swedish Institute, 
2600 Park Ave., Minneapolis. Last day!

Jan. 17. FACA program. International Institute of
Minnesota. 1694 Como Ave., St. Paul (across from 
the Fairgrounds.), 7 p.m. Visitors welcome!

Jan. 18. Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner. Best lutefisk
dinner in town! First Lutheran Church, 1555 40th Avenue
NE, Columbia Heights. Service times: Noon, 2, 4 and 
6 p.m. Ticket prices: $20 for adults; 50 cents a year for
children up through age 10. Call Cheryl at 651-633-0679
for tickets. No ticket returns. Reservations required.

Jan. 19. Minnehaha Music Concert.Minnehaha
Repertory Orchestra concert, with conductor Craig
Randal Johnson, featuring cellist Daniel Keeler.
Normandale Lutheran Church, 6100 Normandale Road,
Edina, 3 p.m. They are playing Ernest Bloch’s Schelomo,
for cello and large orchestra, plus Beethoven’s
Consecration of the House Overture, and Schumann’s
Symphony No. 4 in D minor, Op. 120. Free admission—
donations gratefully accepted. 

Jan. 24. Deadline to send articles and calendar items 
to facaeditor@gmail.com. Help the editing staff to
painlessly weave editing, proofreading and layout duties
around their holiday festivities.

January 2020 Calendar



December 14th Joulu Celebration at
Christ Church Lutheran
By Urho Rahkola

About 200 people gathered at the beautiful Saarinen-
designed church in Minneapolis to sing Finnish Christmas
songs, enjoy shopping from local artisans and merchants, and
get an early taste of Christmas treats.

The Kauneimmat Joululaulut (Most beautiful Christmas
songs) has been going on for many years. We sang from the
same songbook that is used in Finland for this event. The
offering is sent to the Church of Finland to be used for their
missionary work. For the second year, song leader Terhi
Miikki-Boersma and pastor Jarmo Tarkki came to guide the
singing celebration. Eeva Savolainen directed the Finland 100
choir for a few inspirational songs, and children from Suomi
Koulu also sang for us.

The Joulu tori had Finnish vendors, artisans and crafts
people selling a wide variety of items that could make nice
Christmas presents. Vendors provided samples of their work
for drawings that took place at closing time.

Many people enjoyed refreshments and goodies prepared
and sold by FACA. The goodies included Karelian piirakkas
with egg butter, ham sandwiches with Finnish sour dough rye
bread, small sausage sandwiches with cheese, cucumber,
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mustard and tomato, herring on FinnCrisp, prune tarts, lemon
iced cookies, ginger cookies, lingonberry punch and of course
pulla and coffee.

Joulupukki made a visit and was a popular photo-op with
children and adults alike. He handed out treat bags to the
children. Thank you to everyone who helped make this festive
event a success.

• Kiitos! A huge thank you to “Coffee time” hosts,
Phyllis Kiihn, Carol Krutsch, Irmeli Moran and Jeanne
Swope. They served a delicious lunch to appreciative
attendees after the November 15 program. 

—Marlene Moreno, hospitality coordinator

• Temperatures in Finland last year were warmer than
normal, according to the Finnish Meteorological Institute.
Last month, temperatures in Finland were around 
3–6 degrees higher than usual. The only region in the
country that had overall normal weather in 2019 was
Lapland. Finland’s lowest temperature recorded in 2019
was in the far north of Utsjoki on February 5, when 
the mercury read –39.1 degrees Celsius (about equal to 
–40 F). Meanwhile, the highest temperature was measured
in the southern coastal city of Porvoo, where it hit 
33.7 C. (92.66 F.) on July 28.

Pieniä Paloja—Short news items


