
January/Tammikuu 2019

Ole and the Ice Scrapers

Come spend a cold winter evening with Ole and the 
Ice Scrapers!

Ole, Sven and Lars will unpack their Nordic 
comedy band and give the Al Yankovic treatment to
other people’s songs, wrapping them into a Nordic
humor skit. 

The band formed in the 1990s while working at 
The St. Paul Companies. These fellows all hail from
Frozenfeetaville, Minnesota.

Larry Teppo (Ole), of Finnish roots, is an
accomplished professional drummer, in demand
throughout the Twin Cities. Ole lives with his lovely wife Lena who is three-time arm wrestling champion at the
Litchfield Legion. He’s an accomplished triangle player and has mastered the pitch pipe. In the 60s and 70s Larry
toured on the Grand Ol’ Opry circuit playing drums for the likes of Carl Perkins, Marty Robbins, June Carter and
Waylon Jennings. Ron Parker (Sven) is a singer-songwriter with a background in folk music. He and his lovely
wife Olga had a successful worm ranch for awhile until they lost them all during branding. Sven likes to point out
he has a photographic memory as he always remembers where he left his camera. He has performed at weddings,
church services, the Minnesota State Fair, and The Minnesota Songwriter Showcase in St. Paul. Dan Johnson
(Lars) was working selling skunk scent to hunters until an accident last year left him blind for a week. He works
doing snow shoveling and holds the record for shoveling the whole highway by hand by himself. He has
performed in numerous music groups of various styles over the years, including rock, jazz and musical theater. He
is also a writer.

Join us for fun, music and laughs. All are welcome! Free-will donations
welcomed from non-FACA members. Coffee and conversation will follow
the program.

FACA Event Cancellation Policy

If St. Paul public schools are canceled due to bad weather, then a FACA
event scheduled for that day will also be canceled. FACA members may
contact any board member if they have a question.

Ole and the Ice Scrapers
Ole, Sven and Lars 

Friday, January 18, 7 p.m.
International Institute 

of Minnesota 
1694 Como Ave., St. Paul
(across from the Fairgrounds).

Program in Brief
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President’s Message 
By Pam Rahkola

Onnea Uudelle Vuodelle 2019. Greetings and welcome to
the New Year 2019!

December was a busy month in the Finnish community,
starting with the Cokato Finnish American Historical
Society’s annual Pikkujoulu on Saturday, December 1.
The following day, the Finnish American Historical Society–Lakehead Chapter
hosted their 38th annual Pikkujoulu at Duluth’s downtown Holiday Inn.

On December 6 the Itsenäisyyspäivä/Finnish Independence Day reception took
place at the Norway House in Minneapolis. Afterwards, many experienced a
rooftop sauna at the downtown Minneapolis Hewing Hotel. The sauna event
was instigated by Cristina Youngren from the 612 Sauna Society and its founder
John Pederson. Urho and I looked over the sauna (it’s huge and can easily hold
20+ people) and witnessed first-hand the spectacular night view of downtown
Minneapolis from their rooftop hot tub area. This new and apparently popular
sold-out event will hopefully become a yearly tradition!

At Christ Church Lutheran on December 8, Kauneimmat Joululaulut, a sing-
along of Finland’s “most beautiful Christmas songs” was energetically led by
Church of Finland Pastor Jarmo Tarkki and church musician and song leader
Terhi Miikki-Broersma. A total of $1,354 was collected in donations for 
the Finnish Mission Fund. The Minneapolis Laestadian Lutheran Church of
Plymouth ran a fine café and the tori offered good shopping. Our joulupukki
(aka Olli Rahkola) traveled from the North Pole to make a special appearance
and provided a photo opportunity for young and old.

The Independence Day and Joulu events were planned by a committee made 
up of local Finnish organizations and spearheaded by Mirja Hanson, Betsey
Norgard, Kathy Jorgensen and me. Thanks to the many volunteers who made
these events possible.

Plan to join us for a fun program on January 18—Ole and the Ice Scrapers!

Photos Available

Photo links are available online to view December 6—Itsenäisyyspäivä/
Independence Day celebration (https://kjjorgensen.smugmug.com/Suomi-
Finland/Finnish-Independence-Day-Dec-6-2018/) and December 8—
Kauneimmat Joululaulut (https://kjjorgensen.smugmug.com/Suomi-
Finland/Kauneimmat-Joululaulut-Finnish-Sing-along-Service-Dec-2018/) and
Joulutori (https://kjjorgensen.smugmug.com/Suomi-Finland/Joulu-Tori-
Finnish-Christmas-Market-Dec-2018/).

There are far more pictures than we can fit into the Uutiset! We encourage 
you to look them over. Photographers are the gifted Kathy and John Jorgensen, 
who would be willing to forward email copies of particular pictures to 
anyone interested.
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Announcing FinnFest USA 
in Detroit September 20–22, 2019

FinnFest USA returns to Detroit, the second largest
metro region of Finns in the U.S. Not since 1987 has a
FinnFest USA occurred in Detroit. It’s more than time 
to reconnect! September 20–22 will be a Finnish-
centered pop-up town.

FinnFest USA 2019 is
uncovering hidden gems,
reconnecting with old
friends, and meeting new
partners in Detroit. The
weekend program will enable
us to learn and to celebrate
Finland and Finnish America in
America’s automobile industry center. The Thursday
before and Monday after will add special workshop and
seminar opportunities.

Friday and Saturday September 20–21, the FinnFest
USA Tori will be open at the Sheraton Detroit Novi.
Lecture and panel sessions will also occur there during
the day. Concerts, dances, and Finnish food events will
enhance each evening.

The Finnish Center and Finn Camp, both close by, will
provide special events that include food, sauna, and
music. Saturday and Sunday will include special family
rates and activities. Field trips will make Finnish
Americana in the Detroit region come to life.

If you need sleeping rooms, the hotel will have a block
of rooms specifically held for reservations from FinnFest
USA attendees. You will receive an email about
registration procedures early in 2019.

Finally, help us create FinnFest USA 2019 by donating
any amount at https://finnfest.us/get-involved/donate
OR send your check to:

FinnFest USA Events
Attention: Sharon Somero
10609 W. River Rd.
Brooklyn Park, MN 55443

Minnehaha Music Repertory Orchestra
Plays Madetoja

The Minnehaha Music Repertory Orchestra will present
a full symphony concert at 3 p.m. on January 20, 2019,
featuring the rarely heard Symphony No. 1 by the
Finnish composer Leevi Madetoja. Location:
Normandale Lutheran Church, 6100 Normandale
Boulevard, Edina. Free admission. Artistic Director
Craig Randal Johnson will conduct.

Leevi Madetoja (1887–1947) may be considered the
most significant Finnish composer of the early 20th
century, after Sibelius. He was highly regarded in his
day. This concert offers the public an opportunity to 
hear the music of this important composer. 

The Saint-Saëns Violin Concerto No. 3 will be
performed by the young and sensational Archer 
Brown. Rising to the position of concertmaster of the
Metropolitan Youth Symphony after only three years 
of study, Archer Brown is a multiple competition winner
and recently attended the Interlachen Fine Arts Camp 
on full scholarship. 

Also featured on the concert is the Peer Gynt Suite No.1
by Edvard Grieg, and the rousing Russian Easter
Overture by Rimsky-Korsakov.

More information: crjmhahamusic@gmail.com and
www.tonttu.com. 

Laestadian Lutheran Church Women

Tervetuloa!
Welcome, new FACA member!

Elizabeth Brauer—Minneapolis

At the Joulutori the Minneapolis Laestadian Lutheran
Church women provided a cafe with treats, juice and
coffee for sale.
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November Board Notes
By Teresa Tjepkes

The November 13, 2018, FACA board meeting was
called to order by Pam Rahkola at 5:31 p.m. at the
Wilder Center in St. Paul. Also present: Janie Ahola,
Kathy Jorgensen, Marlene Moreno, Louise Morgan,
Teresa Tjepkes and Urho Rahkola.

The October meeting minutes were read and approved.
Janie reported the current treasury balance and also
reported on the North American Thanksgiving Breakfast.

Going forward, the FACA program sign-in sheet will
include a column for updated phone numbers and email
addresses, as well as a check box for nonmembers.
Louise will join Janie at the front table to help with
taking donations and sign-ins.

The Board discussed a contribution (treats) for the free
reception for Independence Day/Itsenäisyyspäivä. It also
discussed plans for Joulu: A Magical Finnish Christmas.

The board voted to approve a motion to allow board
members to remove portions from the meeting minutes
for the newsletter if they think further clarifications or
changes need to be made. Those portions could then be
included in the next month’s newsletter after changes or
amendments.

On Sunday, November 11, Pam and Urho went to a
meeting to discuss plans for the Festival of Nations.

Kathy will put together some ideas for a survey to
determine whether FACA programs should change 
to a different day of the week.

The board scheduled their next meeting at a later date
via email. It will take place on Wednesday, January 16,
from 5:30–7:30 p.m. at the Wilder Center.

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast
by Janie Ahola

The 34th annual Nordic American Thanksgiving
Breakfast on November 20 was a wonderful success.
Approximately 900 people attended the event; and funds
raised for the event’s charities, Second Harvest
Heartland, Minnesota Military Family Foundation and
the Nordic American Thanksgiving Breakfast Fund,
reached nearly $23,000.

The morning’s musical entertainment was provided by
the Minnehaha Academy Madrigal Singers. Guest
speakers included Geir H. Haarde, the Ambassador of
Iceland to the U.S., who spoke about freedom and its
importance; Gabrielle Gerbaud, Executive Director of
the Minnesota Trade Office, who spoke about faith and
its importance in her life; and Jacob Frey, the Mayor of
Minneapolis, who shared his thoughts on the topic of
family and friends.

Keeping with tradition, there were five flag bearers, 
each representing a Nordic country (Finland, Denmark,
Iceland, Norway and Sweden). There were also five
scripture readers. Verses from Psalms 107:19–21 were
first read in English. The verses were repeated by each
reader and spoken in their native language.

A special thanks to Gil Kinnunen for serving as the
Finnish flag bearer, and Harri Mattinen for his scripture
reading, beautifully spoken in Finnish. Kiitos to all who
donated at the NATB. With your donation, these
outstanding organizations will have more resources to
help those in need.

Larry Saukko

Larry “Lauri” Saukko, age
70, past dean of Salolampi
Concordia Language Villages,
passed away November 12,
2018, in Duluth. He possessed
immeasurable gifts of music,
language, culture and culinary
arts. He was dean of Salolampi
for 26 summers from 1986
through 2011, and so during the
development of the Salolampi facility as it is today. He
is survived by siblings, brother Richard Saukko and
sisters Leone Kendrick and Anni Knutson. He will be
remembered by friends, colleagues and many Finnish
language students in the Finnish American community.*

* Information from Salolampi

Left to right: Janie Ahola, Teresa Tjepkes, Louise Morgan,
Pam Rahkola, Kathy Jorgensen and Marlene Moreno
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The Finnish Room 
at the American Swedish Institute
By Ruth Erkkila

Every year near Christmas five rooms at the American
Swedish Institute are decorated for holiday celebrations
in the five Nordic countries, plus one room for a guest
country—this year the Czech Room. The theme is
Handmade Holidays, so each room displays handmade
items used in holiday celebrations. The display continues
through January 13, so rush over there!

The Finnish room has a dining table set for a meal with
placemats that are circular slices of a tree trunk, with
handmade porridge bowls and ceramic drinking vessels
on a woven table runner with napkins. A display of Iitala
candlesticks and candles completes the table setting.
Story-telling weavings by Aino Kajaniemi decorate 
the walls. 

Anita Jain designed this room, and I was able to talk
with her at our Independence Day celebration at Norway
House. She said millennials in Finland want a simple,
smaller living space that they decorate with elegant
furnishings, often handmade and of natural fibers. I
asked about the female figure off to the side of the
Finnish Room, dressed in a Marimekko dress and high-
heeled boots. She is Mielikki, goddess of the forest and
protector of animals. She is probably curious about how
the millennials will celebrate the holidays, so she is
dressed as if she has just been to one of their parties. She
wears her head-dress of deer antlers proudly. A black
bird is sitting on one of her arms; her cloak is made of
lichens. 

December 6: Finnish Independence Day
Itsenäisyyspäivä  
By Pam Rahkola

An Itsenäisyyspäivä (Finnish Independence Day)
reception took place this year at the Norway House. 
Max Stevenson from the Norway House emceed the
event. We watched video greetings from President
Niinistö, followed by singing the national anthem and
raising glasses (Kippis!) in the traditional toast to
another year of Finnish Independence. 

FACA members provided a wonderful buffet array of
sweets and hors d’oeuvres, while FinnSource/Finlandia
Foundation provided the beverages. Thanks to the
FACA board (Kathy Jorgensen, Janie Ahola, Teresa
Tjepkes, Louise Morgan and Marlene Moreno) and
members Joanne Bergman, Edith Boos, Judy Mikkola
and Susan Makela for providing treats.

Then to the Sauna! 
By Louise Morgan

What a way to end the Finnish Independence Day
celebration—with a sauna! When we saw the notice
about the sauna at the Hewing Hotel, my husband and 
I thought, “Well, we love saunas, but with strangers?” 
I am so glad that we did it! We both had a wonderful
time. We were one of the first couples to arrive. We were
in the sauna, then decided to try the hot tub outside on
the roof. Even though the weather was cold, we were
warm from the sauna. The short walk to the hot tub
actually felt great. By the time we went back into the
sauna, it had filled up with others who had been to the
celebration. People were all having a great time. 
Hearing Finnish and English seemed so natural in the
sauna setting. 

Conversational Finnish Class
Tuesdays, (NEW TIME) noon–1:30 p.m.

St. Anthony Library
Corner of Como and Carter Avenue

St. Paul
Everyone is welcome.

For more information, please call
Urho Rahkola at 651-429-3319.

FACA Membership
A one-year membership for $25 provides you with
eight issues of this newsletter, plus other benefits. To
subscribe or renew, complete this form and mail with
your check to FACA, P.O. Box 580708, Minneapolis,
MN 55458-0708. (Check the mailing label for 
membership expiration date.)

Name ______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________

Phone ______________________________________

Email ______________________________________
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Recap: Jonathan Rundman and Family
By Louise Morgan

Snow was falling lightly and the temperature was 
very chilly, but inside the International Institute at the
November FACA program, our members were warm,
enjoying a performance by the talented Jonathan
Rundman. Jonathan was joined by his wife Dawn, son
Paavo and daughter Svea, to play traditional Finnish folk
music, Finnish rock and roll, and several of Jonathan’s
own tunes. He had CDs that we could purchase after 
the program so that we can continue to enjoy his music.

We enjoyed not only the music, but his storytelling
about his Finnish family and heritage, as well as his
musical adventures.

We were very fortunate to have Jonathan perform
because he is changing careers. He has begun studies 
at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, pursuing a Master of
Divinity, and is no longer touring and focusing on
music. He has a soft spot in his heart for the members 
of FACA, and came out of his musical retirement to 
play for us.

In Memoriam

Kauneimmat Joululaulut and Joulutori
By Ruth Erkkila

On December 8 at Christ Church Lutheran, Minneapolis,
Twin Cities Finnish groups celebrated Kauneimmat
Joululaulut (“most beautiful Christmas songs”) from
Finland in a sing-along program led by Church of
Finland Pastor Jarmo Tarkki and church musician 
and song leader Terhi Miikki-Broersma. The same
Christmas carols are celebrated by churches all across
Finland and Finns all over the world.

Terhi played the piano as we sang. The songs were all 
in Finnish and with two strong song leaders, Lotta
Kiuru-Ribar and Heli Hunter, the quality of the singing
was pretty good. Terhi played her accordion to
accompany the Suomi-koulu students, teachers, and
parents, and then played songs up and down the aisle.
She brought out her bassoon and played a solo medley.
Pastor Tarkki got in most of his sermon, but ended
abruptly with a quick “Amen” when the next act was
ready. We got to hear Terhi play the new church organ.
The offering went to a Church of Finland project to
provide education to students who might otherwise
receive none. The booklet highlighted students from
Bolivia, Cambodia, Ethiopia, Namibia and Nepal. 

For the Joulutori, vendors lined the gym in the church
basement with gift items such as CDs, books, Finnish
chocolate bars, reusable shopping bags and Christmas
decorative items. Joulupukki listened to special
Christmas requests and sat for photos. The center of the
gym was attractively set up with tables for eating and
visiting. The Minneapolis Laestadian Lutheran Church
women provided a cafe with treats, juice and coffee for
sale. There also were take-home goodies to buy—
pasties, piirakkas and prune tarts. Everything I tasted
was delicious. These women can bake!

The Rundman family: (l–r) wife Dawn, son Paavo,
daughter Svea and Jonathan.

Veijo Paine, age 83, Bloomington, joined his loving
wife, Margaret, November 1, 2018. He was an active
FACA member. We remember especially his
presentation to us in 2004 about his experience as a 
war child evacuated from Finland to Sweden during 
the Winter Wars. His sisu spirit is missed. He is 
preceded in death by his wife Margaret; his mother
Salme Ponniainen; nephew James. Survived by his
children and grandchildren. A memorial service took
place on November 24 at Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church 
in Minneapolis. 
This photo was taken when he talked about his experiences 
to the Cokato Finnish American Historical Society. 

Veijo Paine and wife Margaret
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Jan. 12. Finnish Genealogy Group of Minnesota
Meeting. Topic not yet announced. Plymouth Lutheran
Church, 11015 Old County Road 15, Plymouth, 
9:30 a.m.

Through Jan. 13. There’s still time to visit the
Christmas Rooms at the American Swedish Institute,
2600 Park Ave., Minneapolis. Check out the Finnish
Room for yourself (see page 5). More information:
612-871-4907 or info@ASImn.org. 

Jan. 18. FACA program, Ole and the Ice Scrapers.
International Institute of Minnesota. 1694 Como Ave.,
St. Paul (across from the Fairgrounds.) 7 p.m. Visitors
welcome! See page 1.

Jan. 19. Traditional Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner.
First Lutheran Church, 1555 40th Avenue NE,
Columbia Heights. Service times are 12:00, 2:00, 
4:00 and 6:00. Ticket prices: Adults $20; Ages one
through 10, 50 cents per year. Call Cheryl at 
651-633-0679 for tickets. No ticket returns.

Jan. 20. The Minnehaha Music Repertory Orchestra,
Symphony No. 1, by Finnish composer Leevi
Madetoja. Normandale Lutheran Church, 6100
Normandale Boulevard, Edina, 3 p.m. Free admission.
Artistic director Craig Randal Johnson will conduct.
More information: page 3.

Jan. 25. Deadline to submit events and articles for the
February FACA Uutiset. Send to Jeanne Swope,
facaeditor@gmail.com.

Feb. 15. FACA program, Laskiainen. International
Institute of Minnesota. 1694 Como Ave., St. Paul
(across from the Fairgrounds.) 7 p.m.

Feb. 23.  Nordic Gala. Dakota Medical Foundation,
4141 28th Ave. South, Fargo, N.D., 6–10 p.m. The Red
River Danes are hosting this 16th Annual Nordic Gala
Fundraiser for the June Scandinavian Hjemkomst and
Midwest Viking Festival. Food, entertainment and
silent auction.

FinnFest 2019 will be in Detroit, Michigan
September 20–22, 2019! See page 3.

Tuesdays. Finnish Conversation Group. St. Anthony
Park Library, Como and Carter Aves., St. Paul.

January 2019 Calendar Noon–1:30 p.m. Note new time! More information:
Urho Rahkola, 651-429-3319. 

Thursdays. Kisarit Finnish American Folk Dancers.
St. Sahag Armenian Church, 203 N. Howell St., 
St. Paul. 7 p.m. The group does not meet during
holidays. New members welcome. Call Dan 
763-544-1441.

Fridays. Keskustelutunti. Finnish Conversation
Group. Bordertown Coffee, 315 16th Ave. SE,
Minneapolis, 12 noon.

Finnish Spoon Cookies

Joanne Bergman’s fine recipe. She says, “Any Uutiset
reader can make these cookies, but I recommend making
them alongside a good friend.”

2 sticks butter
3/4 c. sugar
2 tsp. baking soda
Scant 2 1/2 c. all-purpose flour
2 tsp. vanilla

Brown the butter in a large skillet, stirring and 
watching carefully. It will brown rather suddenly.

Mix dry ingredients; add vanilla and browned butter.

Form small amounts of the dough in a spoon; don’t
overfill. Slide formed cookies onto parchment paper 
on a baking sheet and bake at 350˚ for 12–13 minutes.

When cool, put two cookies together with red jam 
between them. Roll in sugar.

(It is true. This recipe does not call for eggs.)

Joanne Bergman with her Spoon Cookies
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Pieniä Paloja—Short News Items from Finland

• Serving at the November program were JoAnne and
David Karvonen, Delores and Dan Salin, Junelle
Bernard and Teresa Tjepkes. Paljon kiitoksia!

• Researchers say that the same genes allow humans
and animals to survive in cold weather. Juha
Kantanen has collected a large set of biological
materials and data for the study of the genomes 
of Northern domestic animals, reindeer, cattle and
horses during his expeditions in the project Arctic
Ark. “Adaptation and close relationship between
humans and animals are especially pronounced in
Arctic conditions. The animals, which have adapted
relatively fast, also assist humans in adapting to the
conditions,” Kantanen said. “The research shows 
that genes involving ability to withstand cold,
metabolism and immunity show convergent
evolution (similar evolution of different species).”

• A total of 43,786 children were born in the 
country during January-November 2018, which 
is 2,712 fewer than in the corresponding period 

in 2017, according to Statistics Finland. Finland’s
population was 5,522,015 at the end of November.
According to the preliminary statistics for
November, 29,616 persons immigrated to 
Finland from abroad and 15,042 persons 
emigrated from Finland.

• Commercial operation of the controversial
Hanhikivi 1 nuclear power plant of Fennovoima
at Pyhäjoki in northern Ostrobothnia will be
deferred by four years to 2028. Construction of 
the plant has been rescheduled in 2021. The Finnish
government approved the controversial Russian-built
nuclear plant in 2014. The Vihreä Liito (Green
League) resigned from the five-party ruling alliance
following the government’s decision to approve 
the Fennovoima nuclear power plant in Pyhäjoki.

News items from Daily Finland, www.dailyfinland.fi/


