
April/Huhtikuu 2019

Why Did the Guggenheim Helsinki Project Fail? 

Some insights on the differences between Finnish and
American thinking about cultural and planning policy

Hanna Mattila
Government of Finland Visiting Professor

In 2011, the city of Helsinki and the U.S.-based Solomon R.
Guggenheim Foundation announced their plans to study the
possibility of establishing a Guggenheim art museum in Helsinki.
Many key actors in the local politics, administration and art scene
were convinced that a Guggenheim museum would make
Helsinki the leading cultural capital of northern Europe. 
The Guggenheim Helsinki project triggered a notable public
controversy, however, and after various turns, the project was
rejected by the city council of Helsinki in 2016. 

Hanna Mattila, our April presenter, will analyze the reasons 
for the failure of the project, arguing that a central reason was 
a collision between American and Finnish traditional theories 
in cultural and planning policy.

Hanna is the Government of Finland/David and Nancy Speer Visiting Professor (Associate) in Finnish Studies at
the University of Minnesota Department of Geography, Environment and Society, where she teaches urban
planning and geography. She received her PhD in spatial planning and transportation engineering from the Aalto
University School of Engineering. She has also worked with environmental aesthetics, architecture and urban
design at the University of Helsinki Institute for Art Research and Helsinki University of Technology, Department

of Architecture. Hanna’s current research interests include planning theory,
planning law, and comparative studies on planning systems. 

All are welcome! Coffee and conversation will follow our program. 

FACA Event Cancellation Policy

If St. Paul public schools are canceled due to bad weather, then a FACA event
scheduled for that day will also be canceled. FACA members may contact any
board member if they have a question.

Why Did the Guggenheim
Helsinki Project Fail?
Hanna Mattila

Friday, April 19, 7 p.m.
International Institute 

of Minnesota 
1694 Como Ave., St. Paul
(across from the Fairgrounds).

Program in Brief
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President’s Message 
By Pam Rahkola

Terve kaikille!

I hope that many of you were able to attend our March
program and the Crosstown Community Band concert,
under the direction of Preston Weber. The concert
included a  new composition from local composer Gideon
Matchey, A New Season. Thanks to the XTC Band for a truly 
enjoyable evening.

Other events during March included a St. Urho’s celebration at the Finnish
Bistro. After a delicious supper of a Hungry Finn Flatbread Pizza and Finnish
Meatballs, we were entertained by the Finn Hall Trio, consisting of Al Reko,
Dennis Halme and Cheryl Paschke.

On Sunday, March 17, we attended the observation of Minna Canth’s 175th
birthday at the Norway House, sponsored by the Minneapolis/Kuopio Sister
City Organization and hosted by Anita Jain and Harri Mattinen. We enjoyed
music from Diane Jarvi and Tjärnblom 2 (Cheryl Paschke on Nyckelharpa and
Joe Alfanso on mandolin and guitar). The festivities included a spectacular
buffet and was topped off with a special Finnish Täytekakku birthday cake.

Planning is well underway for the Festival of Nations, but we still need your
help. (See page 3.)

Join us for our April program. Hanna Mattila, the Government of Finland/David
and Nancy Speer visiting professor in Finnish studies at the University of
Minnesota, will present the topic, “Why the Guggenheim Helsinki Project
Failed.”

2019 FACA Survey—Last Chance

Your input is greatly valued! To ensure FACA best meets the needs of those in
our community interested in promoting, participating in and preserving Finnish-
American culture, and to ensure FACA continues to be a sustainable
organization, we want your input!

If you haven’t already, please complete the survey now. An insert was included
in the paper copy of the March newsletter. You can drop it off at the April
program or mail it to Kathy Jorgensen (address at bottom of form). Copies will
be available at the April program, or complete the survey online:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/X9N5KDL

Individual members of a household each are welcome to submit a survey.
Please submit only one survey per person.  Deadline for submitting this survey
is April 19, 2019. 

Thank you in advance!
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Board Members Needed

Hi, it’s Marlene, hospitality coordinator, asking you to
really consider joining Pam, Kathy, Louise and me on
the FACA Board after May 2019. Bud Berry, FACA
president in 2012 and 2013, often suggested I should be
on the board. I always was “too busy.” Last May when 
I volunteered in the Finnish Café, Kathy Jorgensen and 
I discussed my becoming a board member and how
much is accomplished at meetings and programs (with
some effort, of course). I made my decision there, “Yes!” 

Turns out, it’s an interesting, productive group who
support FACA—nice people working with and for nice
people, striving to cultivate and maintain interest in
Finnish culture for everyone. For information, please
contact any board member (listed on page 2, left column
of the FACA Uutiset newsletter). Or, ask a previously
doubting, too-busy person—me! Thank you. 
Marlene Moreno

Festival of Nations Update
By Pam Rahkola

The dates of the Festival are May 2–5. This year’s theme
is World Festivals and Celebrations.

More volunteers are needed to staff the Finnish Café 
and Cultural Booth. All volunteers will receive a free
entrance ticket.

Baking Day will again take place at the White Bear Lake
South Campus kitchen on April 27, starting at 7:30 a.m.
We will be baking the cakes, cookies and korvapuusti to
be sold in the Finnish Café.

Additional items are still needed for display in our
Cultural Booth. We want:
• Photographs of friends/relatives on their Graduation

Day in Finland wearing their white hats and/or
carrying roses. We will copy and return your original
photos right away. 

• More Name Day calendars.
• A large (one-foot tall or larger) Joulupukki character,

NOT a U.S. type Santa Claus. 
• Any Finnish wall hangings or tablecloths you would

be willing to let us use/display.

Please contact me if you would like to be involved in
working out the details of the Cultural Booth. Sign-up
sheets and entrance tickets will be available at our April
program. You can contact me by email
pamela.rahkola@comcast.net or by phone at
651-429-3319. Paljon kiitoksia!

Finnish Films at Festival

The Minneapolis-St. Paul International Film Festival is
back and includes three Finnish films this year! Dates
are April 4–20. For exact times, theaters and updates, 
go to https://mspfilm.org/festivals/mspiff/

Land of Hope (Oma Maa)
Filmmakers Markku Pölönen and Rimbo Salomaa
attending

This atmospheric period love story unfolds from
1945–1952 and highlights how female power was
essential in rebuilding the country during and after 
WW II. Anni (an alluring Oona Airola), the outspoken
daughter of a bourgeois businessman, falls in love with
simple soldier Veikko, who was wounded while serving
with her fallen brother. Land of Hope was the second
most popular Finnish film of 2018, ranking just behind
the local comedy Happier Times, Grump.

Northern Lowland (Pohjonen Alanko)
Director: Klaus Welp
One of four short films
https://prod3.agileticketing.net/websales/pages/info.aspx
?evtinfo=437807~36893ed1-b0b9-423c-bbab-
90f22d0aeafe&epguid=6afead16-021b-4b88-b338-6a4b
642c57cf&

Three mysterious characters travel with moving and self-
luminated platforms through an empty night in Helsinki.

One Last Deal (Tuntematon Mestari)
Director: Klaus Härö
https://prod3.agileticketing.net/websales/pages/info.aspx
?evtinfo=436985~36893ed1-b0b9-423c-bbab-
90f22d0aeafe&epguid=6afead16-021b-4b88-b338-6a4b
642c57cf&

A film festival favorite, Finnish director Klaus Härö
(The Fencer, 2016, Letters to Father Jacob, 2010)
reunites with his brilliant Father Jacob (Heikki
Nousiainen) for One Last Deal. It’s the story of an
aging, soon-to-retire art dealer who wants to go out on
top, despite his failing business. When he sees up for
auction a beautiful painting that seems to be
misidentified, he senses his chance.

Tervetuloa!
Welcome, new FACA members!

Andrea Murrill and Randy Lewandowski
Minneapolis
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March Board Notes
By Teresa Tjepkes

The March 13, 2019, FACA board meeting was called to
order by Pam Rahkola at 5:24 p.m. at the Wilder Center
in St. Paul. Also present: Janie Ahola, Kathy Jorgensen,
Marlene Moreno, Teresa Tjepkes and Urho Rahkola.
The February meeting minutes were read and approved.
Janie reported the current treasury balance. Janie has
filed the IRS form required annually for tax-exempt
organizations.

We thank the families of Joan Selover and Merja
Wilenius for their memorial gifts to FACA.

Kathy gave the board preliminary results from the 
FACA member survey. The information so far has 
been immensely helpful.

The board voted unanimously by email to approve
donation of a one-year FACA newsletter subscription 
to the Nordic Gala silent auction in February.

Two new members need to join the board to replace
Janie and Teresa, whose terms are up. They also
discussed orientation of new board members.

The board will propose a change to the bylaws to
include electronic voting. As with in-person voting, a
simple majority of at least a quorum of four of the six
board members will be required to pass a vote. FACA
members will be asked to vote on this proposal at the
May program.

Pam presented a draft for a new FACA flyer.

Marlene and Janie will join Pam to create the Cultural
Booth at the Festival of Nations.

Next meeting: April 17, 5:30 p.m., Wilder Center in 
St. Paul. The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Andrew Nestingen Visits Minneapolis

On April 10 at 1–2 p.m. Andrew Nestingen, professor,
chair of Department of Scandinavian Studies, University
of Washington, will present a talk at the American
Swedish Institute entitled “Aki Kaurismäki’s 
Changing Context: Nostalgia or Populism?” 

Aki Kaurismäki has been one of the biggest names in
nordic cinema in recent decades. Kaurismäki’s films’
distinctive visual style and uncompromising moral
stance distinguish him from others in Scandinavia,
European cinema and Hollywood. After four decades of
films, Kaurismäki appears increasingly antagonistic to
our culture of digital audiovisual production, social
media and virtual interconnection. How can we make
sense of Aki Kaurismäki’s cinema as an image of late-
modern Finland, Scandinavia and Europe today? Visit
https://www.asimn.org/programs-
education/events/afternoons-asi-scandinavian-cinema-di
scussion-aki-kaurismaki-andrew

OnApril 11 at 5–6 p.m. Professor Nestingen will also
speak at the University of Minnesota, Nicholson 135,
about “Aki Kaurismäki and the White Savior Film.”
A discussion will follow from 6–6:30 p.m. Aki
Kaurismäki’s films are known for their nostalgia,
expression of national sentiment and for their moral
vision. His most recent films, Le Havre (2011) and 
The Other Side of Hope (2017) represent a Europe 
of migrants, asylum seekers and refugees. 

Left to right: Janie Ahola, Teresa Tjepkes, Louise Morgan,
Pam Rahkola, Kathy Jorgensen and Marlene Moreno

FACA Membership
A one-year membership for $25 provides you with
eight issues of this newsletter, plus other benefits. To
subscribe or renew, complete this form and mail with
your check to FACA, P.O. Box 580708, Minneapolis,
MN 55458-0708. (Check your email message for a
membership expiration warning or your mailing label
for an expiration date.)

Name ______________________________________

Email ______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________

Phone ______________________________________

I prefer to receive my FACA Uutiset (please check one)
q electronic copy via email q paper copy via mail

q both. [Note: choosing the email copy saves FACA both
printing costs and postage.]
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FinnFest USA 2019, September 20–22
Coming Attractions

Thursday, September 19, Seminars and Classes

Genealogy 1.5: Is My Family Tree History 
Really Finnish?
What can I learn about my family tree if I look at it 
from the perspective of Finland? This year’s genealogy
workshop brings four specialists from Finland to share
new research into the history of ordinary Finnish
families and migration. They will present social and
economic history that will go a long way to explain 
the “how and the why” of your Finnish family tree. 

Presenters: Prof. Antti Häkkinen, University of Helsinki;
Dr. Tuomas Martikainen, Migration Institute, executive
director; Dr. Miika Tenhunen, researcher, Migration
Institute; TBD, Genealogical Society of Finland. 

Labor History 1.5: The Automobile Industry 
and the Finns 
It is not generally known that the Detroit metro region
forms the second largest Finnish American population 
in the U.S., largely because of the automobile industry.
The afternoon will feature a bus tour of Detroit’s factory
locations and labor protest sites, a drive through
Finntown, and two stops to study artworks.

Presenters: Prof. John Beck, Human Resources and
Labor Relations, Michigan State University; Dave
Elsila, editor, retired, Solidarity, the UAW monthly; 
Kae Halonen, Seattle-born, raised in a Finnish American
progressive family, Detroit-area teacher and automobile
worker’s wife. Others TBD.

Finnish American Art History: What and Where? 
Cranbrook and America’s Monumental Art will be
explored in the context of Finnish America. Detroit, 
the home of the renowned Cranbrook Art Museum,
formed a link between Finland and the U.S. beginning 
in the mid-1920s. This seminar is preparation for
FinnFest USA 2019’s September 22 Sunday afternoon 
at Cranbrook; it centers on the contributions of Eliel 
and Loja Saarinen, together with their children, as part
of the Cranbrook Academy of Art. 

Presenters: Max Stevenson, Director of Exhibitions and
Programming, Norway House, Minneapolis, is chairing
this seminar. Speakers TBD. 

Tulkaa Oppimaan!—Finnish Language Camp 
for Adults
Finn Camp, on the shores of Loon Lake, is providing

space, food, and plenty of coffee for a day of Finnish
language immersion. If you are18 years or older and
want to learn, relearn, or improve your Finnish, join us
for a day-long experience. Our experienced instructor
will demystify Finnish’s uniqueness as well as help you
improve your pronunciation, expand your vocabulary,
and learn new conversational skills. A great way to
broaden your knowledge of Finnish culture! Tulkaa
oppimaan! (Come and learn!)

Hyvä Ruoka Halu—Finnish Foods 
and Presentation Class
Finnish food that looks as good as it tastes. Hyvä ruoka
halu (Enjoy your meal). Learn Finnish food preparation
techniques from renowned chef Soile Anderson. Soile
will teach how to make Finnish rye bread and piirakka
(Karelian pie) and illustrate the art of food presentation
as she makes open-faced sandwiches. Enjoy hands-on
experience with the cooking techniques and tastings of
the final products! Eleanor Ostman, former food editor
for the St. Paul Pioneer Dispatch, and coauthor, with
Soile, of Celebrations to Remember, will interview and
assist. All attendees receive a copy of Celebrations to
Remember (a $20 value). The class will be taught on
Thursday morning, 9–11:30 a.m., and repeated 
2–3:30 p.m. Each class is limited to 20 persons. 

Cranbrook Welcomes FinnFest USA 2019

This year, during FinnFest USA 2019, the Cranbrook Art
Museum is opening its doors on Sunday, September 22,
for an exclusive FinnFest USA afternoon. 

Cranbrook will cancel its regular public Sunday tours 
of Saarinen House and open the house exclusively to
FinnFest USA participants, using an open house format.
Rather than small guided tours at set times, this format
will allow people to arrive at the house at any time from
1–5 p.m., where they will be welcomed by staff who will
offer impromptu tours and answer questions. 

The Archives Reading Room (which is located within
the Art Museum’s Collections Wing) will be open and
staffed, with Finnish archival material on display. The
Art Museum will open its galleries and offer vault tours
(again, within the Collections Wing) focusing on
Finnish-American artists. They will show an Eero
Saarinen PBS film in deSalle Auditorium two or three
times that afternoon.

This special opportunity will be open to FinnFest USA
registrants only. A fee, a donation to the Art Museum and
Center Collections and Archives, will be charged for this
special opportunity. 
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March 2019 Program Recap
by Louise Morgan

The Crosstown Community Band, directed by Preston
Weber, plays a broad range of musical genres and styles;
but we were treated to a Finnish-themed concert. It was
a privilege to have them perform for us. Music brings
back so many memories. Our March program featured
the Crosstown Community Band playing some old
familiar Finnish tunes that we grew up hearing our
parents/grandparents sing or play. I greatly enjoyed their
rendition of the Finnish Rhapsody. I recognized a song,
Ol Kaunis Kesäiltä, that my mother taught us to sing as
children. My grandparents were so proud when we sang
the song from the “old country.” The Rhapsody also
included a small sample of Finlandia by Jean Sibelius,
one of the all-time favorites of us all.

We were treated to a new composition by Gideon
Matchey, a local composer. The evening’s performance
ended with Finlandia, a piece that touches each of us in
a special way. I had never heard the entire piece, so this
was a treat. My mother would cry every time she heard
it played. It made her think of her childhood, her parents,
and her Finnish heritage. Now when I hear it, I tend to
tear up and think of my parents and grandparents. Not
many musical pieces have that effect. Finlandia is
special. It was a special evening enjoying the songs 
from our past. The band entertained with these numbers:
• High and Mighty by Tommi Suutarinen
• Finnish Rhapsody by Clare Grundman
• Valse Triste by Jean Sibelius, arranged by Preston

Weber
• Celebration for Wind Orchestra by Jukka Viitasaari
• On a Summer's Night, a Finnish traditional song

arranged by Timo Katila (Ol Kaunis Kesäiltä)
• Anitra’s Dance by Edvard Grieg
• A New Season by local composer Gideon Matchey

(premier performance)
• Finlandia by Jean Sibelius, arranged by McAlister

and Reed

Happy Birthday to Minna Canth
by Ruth Erkkila

Minna Canth’s birthday, Minna Canth Day (aka Equality
Day in Finland), is March 19, an official flag day. 
A birthday party to celebrate the day took place at the 
Norway House, March 17, 4 p.m., sponsored by the
Minneapolis Kuopio Partnership.

There was a loaded hors d’oeuvres table and wine to
start. After the program, birthday cake and coffee were
served. The birthday cake was a spice cake stuffed with
berries and whipped cream: delicious.

We heard a little about the Minneapolis Kuopio Sister
City relationship from Marianne Wargelin and Anita
Jain. They showed pictures of Kuopio and told us about
a tour the sister city group had made to Kuopio in 2012. 

The program began with a series of short quotations
from Minna Canth’s writings. The one I remember: “It’s
better to be alive than dead; it’s better to be awake than
asleep.” Other examples showed her to be a direct,
plainspoken, and surprisingly modern writer. Harri
Mattinen provided more information about her life, lived
for many years in Kuopio. She ran a business, worked as
a journalist, and authored novels and plays. She was an
activist who worked for women’s rights, including the
right to vote. Finland in 1906 was the first country to
give women the unrestricted right to vote and stand for
parliamentary elections. Women in New Zealand and
Australia had a restricted right to vote before this.

Cheryl Paschke on the nyckelharpa and Joe Aldano on
the mandolin entertained us with a few Nordic folk
tunes. Their first number was the Nicollet Island Waltz
by Minnesota’s Kip Peltoniemi. Diane Jarvi read a few
poems and then sang and accompanied herself on the
kantele. With Diane Jarvi on guitar, all three musicians
joined together on the final numbers. Coffee, birthday
cake and conversation followed.

Preston Weber and Gideon Matchey Crosstown Community Band
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April 3–4. Finnish Citizens: Dates and times for voting
in Parliament of Finland elections: Wednesday, 
April 3 and Thursday, April 4, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Norway House, 913 E. Franklin Ave., Minneapolis,
MN 55404. For information, contact Marianne
Wargelin, 612-374-2718, or cell, 612-802-5021.

April 4–20. Minneapolis–St. Paul International Film
Festival. Three Finnish films this year! See page 3.
For more information:
https://mspfilm.org/festivals/mspiff/

April 10 at 1–2 p.m. Aki Kaurismäki’s Changing
Context: Nostalgia or Populism? Presentation by
Andrew Nestingen, professor, Chair of Department 
of Scandinavian Studies, University of Washington.
Presentation in American Swedish Institute (a fika
of coffee and treats for attendees directly afterwards).
See page 4.

April 11 at 5–6 p.m. Aki Kaurismäki and the White
Savior Film. Presentation by Andrew Nestingen at
the University of Minnesota, Nicholson 135 (followed
by a discussion from 6–6:30 p.m.) See page 4.

April 13. Pam Erickson, FGG-MN president: How to
Get Results Using Online Newspapers. Finnish
Genealogy Group of Minnesota Meeting. Plymouth
Lutheran Church, 11015 Old County Road 15,
Plymouth, 9:30 a.m. 

April 19. FACA program. International Institute of
Minnesota. 1694 Como Ave., St. Paul (across from the
Fairgrounds.) 7 p.m. Visitors welcome!

April 26. Deadline to submit events and articles for the
May–June FACA Uutiset. Send to Jeanne Swope,
facaeditor@gmail.com. 

April 27. Baking Day for Finnish Cafė. White Bear
Lake South Campus kitchen. See page 3

May 2–5. Festival of Nations. River Centre, St. Paul.
More information: https://www.festivalofnations.com/

May 15–16. Finnish Citizens: Dates and times for
voting in European Parliament elections (and
possible local elections): Wednesday, May 15 and
Thursday, May 16, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Norway
House, 913 E. Franklin Ave., Minneapolis. 
For information, contact Marianne Wargelin, 
612-374-2718, or cell, 612-802-5021.  

May 18–24. Spring Adult Week at the Finnish
Language Village. For more detailed information: see
website www.ConcordiaLanguageVillages.org, or call
1-800-222-4750, or send an email message to
clv@cord.edu.

June 2. First concert in the historic Apostolic
Lutheran Church, Embarrass. “Whirled Muse,” a
folk trio featuring Eli Bissonett. 3 p.m.  Admission:

April 2019 Calendar $10. For Sisu members $8. Children 12 and under, free.
June 7–8. Nisswa Stämman. Nisswa. For more
information: facebook.com/nisswastamman

June 8. National Sauna Day. Celebrate the “sauna"
with us! Music by Bill Mitchell and Cowboy Angel
Blue. Food, demonstrations, door prizes, games, and a
lineup of portable saunas! At the Nelimark Homestead
Museum grounds in Embarrass, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. No
admission. Both June events are sponsored by Sisu
Heritage, Inc. (sisuheritage.org)

June 22–23. Scandinavian Hjemkomst and Midwest
Viking Festival. Chefs, artists, musicians, storytellers,
historians and vendors to fully immerse you in the
Nordic roots that planted themselves so prominently in
the Red River Valley communities. Hjemkomst Center,
202 1st Ave. N. Moorhead., 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Admission: $10 to $15.
https://www.fargomoorhead.org/event/scandinavian-
hjemkomst-midwest-viking-festival-2/2019-06-21/

August 12–17: Summer Nordic Family Week. For
more detailed information: call 1-800-222-4750 or
visit www.ConcordiaLanguageVillages.org, or send 
an email message to clv@cord.edu.

Sept. 7–13: Fall Adult Week at the Finnish Language
Village. For more detailed information: see website
www.ConcordiaLanguageVillages.org, or call 
1-800-222-4750, or email clv@cord.edu.

Sept. 20–22. FinnFest USA 2019 with Thursday 9/19
offerings also. Information and registration:
https://finnfest.us/ See page 5.

Tuesdays. Finnish Conversation Group. St. Anthony
Park Library, Como and Carter Avenues, St. Paul.
12:30–2 p.m. Note new time! More information: 
Urho Rahkola, 651-429-3319.

Thursdays. Kisarit Finnish American Folk Dancers.
St. Sahag Armenian Church, 203 N. Howell St., 
St. Paul. 7 p.m. The group does not meet during
holidays. New members welcome. More information:
Dan Salin, 763-544-1441.

Fridays. Keskustelutunti. Finnish Conversation
Group. Bordertown Coffee, 315 16th Ave. SE,
Minneapolis, 12 noon.

Conversational Finnish Class
Tuesdays, (NEW TIME) 12:30–2 p.m.

St. Anthony Library
Corner of Como and Carter Avenue

St. Paul
Everyone is welcome.

For more information, please call
Urho Rahkola at 651-429-3319.
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Pieniä Paloja—Short News Items from Finland

• A rousing thank-you to Phyllis Kiihn, Ruthann
Swanson, Jeanne Swope and Betty Wheelecor for
outstanding kahvi aika (coffee time) delicious treats,
thoughtfully served on gray and white tablecloths with St.
Urho (bobblehead) atop to greet all! Also, thanks to those
who brought items without recognition. Again, kiitos.

• EU Parliament has voted to end seasonal clock
changes. It’s down to individual EU to decide whether to
stay on standard or daylight saving time. Last month
Finland chose Standard Time. The elimination of biannual
clock-changing rituals across the EU has taken a step
forward. All 28 EU states currently change their clocks
twice a year. 

• Thai berry pickers have been denied leave to appeal
ruling over rights, pay in Finland. “This [ruling] shows
that berry pickers in Finland have no legal protections,” 
a lawyer for the group said. Finland’s Supreme Court has
rejected a group of Thai berry pickers’ application to appeal
previous verdicts in cases concerning their rights and
compensation. The highest court’s decision marks the end
of a long-running legal dispute that began in 2013 and
involved a group of 15 berry pickers and their former
employer, a berry-picking firm based in Sotkamo, Finland. 

• Those phone calls happen in Finland, too. Phone

scammers have stolen 5 million euros from victims in
Finland. While callers seem to favor middle-aged people,
victims have come from all age groups. A number of
victims have taken out loans for the investments and some
have had remote access applications installed on their
computers for payment transactions. Last year, people
were told by Finland’s communications watchdog to
ignore fraudulent calls from unknown foreign numbers,
especially those from Samoa and Papua New Guinea.
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/no_friends_in_samoa_the
n_dont_call_back_warns_finnish_watchdog/10319768 Yle

• Finland will start providing foreign language teaching
to all first graders in autumn 2019. Currently, teaching
for the first foreign language begins in the third grade in
Finland. The legislative amendment is based on a two-year
pilot project for early language teaching, aiming to
diversify language learning to give children opportunities
to learn other foreign languages in addition to English,
reported a Finnish language daily Helsingin Sanomat. The
newspaper reported that teachers have been trained since
last spring. Teaching is carried out functionally and
playfully, using mostly spoken language, because at the
beginning of the first class, some students are still unable
to read. Daily Finland


